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"THE GREAT DAY COMETH" echoes across winter-locked fields. 

AHHHHH! 

3:00 a.m.: A frigid vigil by a railroad crossing ---
listening --- listening --- Is that a Long-eared Owl calling 
or the wind gusting to 50 mph? 

Dawn: An icy trudge through open fields, expectant ears 
listening --- listening --- there it is, the sparrow's 
"chip"! Could it possibly be a Clay-colored? No, it's a 
cold Savannah. 

Sunset: Even though weary, cold and hungry, the eyes of our 
birder are on fire with excitement. No identification 
questions this time. The climactic moment of the day has 
arrived as our hero zeros in on and begins the count of the 
Starlings along the Connecticut: 5432 ... 5433 ... 5434 ... 
5435 ... 5436  

wow! 

Yup -- it's that time again. The Annual CHRISTMAS BIRD 
COUNT is upon us and will be plotted and planned at our next 
meeting on Monday, December 12, 7:30 pm, at the Hitchcock 
Center. For the record, the count is a census of birdlife 
taken annually at the end of the year across the Continent. 
It was started in 1899 as an alternative to the traditional 
Christmas "side hunt," a time when hunters would go out 
after Christmas dinner, chose sides and compete to see which 
group could shoot the most birds. The count is sponsored by 
the National Audubon Society and is undertaken by volunteers 
who count not only the different species of birds but also 
the actual number of individuals. Thousands of birdwatchers 
participate in this major information gathering event. Data 
fed into the computer show densities of wintering bird 
populations and help to point out cyclical movements and 
evidence of changes in populations. Studied over the years, 
the information is helpful in detecting trends and 
pinpointing problems. 

You don't have to be an expert and you don't have to 
count all day. In fact, you can participate by simply 
counting birds at your feeders in the warmth of your home. 
If you are a beginner, you can be put with an experienced 
birder. 

Our local count (officially the Northampton Christmas 
Count) on Sunday, December 18 covers an area on both sides 
of the river. Immediately following the Count participants 
will meet at Arcadia for the compilation. (Note that there 
will not be a potluck this year.) A $5.00 fee to cover 
costs of compiling and publishing the results is required 
from all field observers. The fee does not apply to feeder 
watchers unless they wish to be listed with participants in 
the published CBC issue of the National Audubon Society 



publication Field Notes. If you are interested in 
participating in this local count but can't attend the 
meeting, please call Jan Ortiz (549-1768) for information 
and assignment. 

There will be similar counts for Springfield on 
December 17 (call Mort Bates at 783-6411), for Athol on 
December 17 (call David Small at 508-249-2094), for Quabbin 
on December 31 (call Scott Surner at 253-7486) and for 
Greenfield on January 2 (call Mark Fairbrother at 367-2695). 

MEETINGS 

The meeting on Monday. December 12, at the Hitchcock 
Center at 7:30 p.m. is the annual holiday party when members 
have the opportunity to tell their Big Bird Stories and show 
their own natural history slides -- any natural history 
subject is welcome but not more than ten slides, please. 
It is also a time when we get an early start on holiday 
eating. Everyone is asked to bring a snack or dessert to 
share. The Christmas Count planning will follow the 
meeting. 

Mark your 1995 calendars now so as not to miss David 
Spector on Monday, January 9; Don Kroodsma on Monday. 
February 13; and Dick Walton on Monday, March 13. 

FIELD TRIPS 

Several field trips are planned to give you a jump 
start on your year list, or to help you fulfill your New 
Year's Resolution to bird more. Call the leader for more 
information or to tell him you want to be included. 

On Sunday, January 1 be ready for the famous BIRD BLITZ 
for TWELVE CHRONIC LISTERS with Scott Surner (253-7486). 
It's a great way to start the year and coming just after the 
Christmas Counts, Scott should know where to find the birds. 

On Saturday, January 7 Bob Bieda (527-2623) will lead a 
trip to the North Shore. Meet at the Hitchcock Center at 
6:00 a.m. 

On Saturday, January 28 Al Richards (665-2761) searches 
for waterfowl from Falmouth to Plymouth. Meet at the 
Hitchcock Center at 6:00 a.m. or the Ames parking lot near 
Palmer Turnpike entrance at 6:30 a.m. 

And -- on Saturday February 4 Scott Surner (253-7486) 
will be birding Southeast Maine. 

There are three spaces still to be filled on the HBC 
trip to Costa Rica with Victor Emanuel Nature Tours (VENT) 
this summer (July 5 - 17). The plan is to extend an 
invitation to join us to other Bird Clubs after the December 
meeting. Please call Jim Marcum (549-1613) for more 
information. 

And Scott Surner (253-7486) reminds us to send in our 
deposit of $25.00 to hold a spot on the annual Memorial 
Weekend Monhegan trip. There is room for five more people, 
so make haste! A waiting list will be formed if needed and 
your deposit will be returned if your name doesn't come up. 
Make your check out to the Hampshire Bird Club and send it 
to Al Richards, 7 South Main St., Sunderland, MA 01375. 



The Field Trip Committee will be meeting soon to plan 
spring and summer trips and also to discuss future long 
distance trips. If you have any special places you would 
like to bird (near or far), ideas or suggestions, please get 
in touch with Bob Bieda at 21 Pomeroy St., Easthampton, MA 
01027. Any input would be appreciated. 

LIBRARY UPDATE 

The HBC is now an official member of the American 
Birding Association and the HBC library will be receiving 
the magazine Birding every other month, the Newsletter 
Winging It every month and a special monthly Newsletter by 
and for teenagers. 

A copy of the booklet Birds of Berkshire County has 
been presented to the Club by Bartlett Hendricks. If you 
would like a copy of your own, you can purchase one through 
Anne Cann at a meeting or by calling her at 253-7753. The 
cost is $5.00 per copy which includes postage and tax. 

Anne would like to thank all of you who have been 
helping to fill the bookcase at the Center with your 
contributions of books and magazines. She welcomes input of 
ideas as well as contributions at any time. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Jan Ortiz has asked me to tell those of you on the Rare 
Bird Alert telephone tree that if you want extra copies to 
please call her. If you joined the HBC after the Rare Bird 
Alert telephone tree was set up and would like to be 
included on an extended list please get in touch with Jan 
(549-1768) by January 9. 

And if you haven't already done so and wish to 
subscribe to Bird News of Western Massachusetts at $4.00 a 
year send a check made out to Hampshire Bird Club to Al 
Richards, 7 South Main St., Sunderland, MA 01375 by December 
15. Your first issue will arrive later this winter. 

Enclosed with this letter is the list of updated Rare 
Bird Alert numbers to call across the country. Whether 
planning a trip or just fed up with New England in the 
winter, it's fun to find out what is being seen in far-away 
places. To enhance your winter feeder viewing pleasure 
you'll find a Feeder Check List. This is just for fun - we 
aren't doing a survey. Get copies of the chart made at your 
local copy place so recording can continue past January. 

And, finally, coming next month (if the computer gods 
remain friendly), new members will receive the NEW MEMBERS 
PACKET with all kinds of wonderful information available 
only through HBC! Oh -- be patient new members. And I'll 
be sending a list of all the members with addresses and 
phone numbers as recorded by you on your membership form. 
Call me (549-1098) if there have been changes I should have. 
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