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Was it only a year ago I was ironing bed sheets and bath towels while watching 
Huey, Louie and Dewey outwit Uncle Donald on the Saturday Morning Cartoon Festival 
in order to avoid the production of the Hampshire Bird Club Newsletter, August 
Edition? Those who have followed my emotional and intellectual development over the 
HBC Newsletter years will be happy to learn that shortly after that letter, 
realizing that I was out of control, I joined a recovery program for Saturday 
Morning Cartoon addicts and now I only watch The Discovery Network and The 
MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour. My one relapse occurred during a George of the Jungle 
Cartoon Festival just before the December holidays -- always a stressful time of the 
year. 

But I digress. 

The real purpose of writing the Hampshire Bird Club Newsletter, August Edition, 
is to give you general information about the Club, let you know about programs, 
field trips, and interesting birding events, and to suggest, request, and, yes, even 
demand payment. The end of August is in sight and I can no longer put this off. So 
with a little help from my friends -- chocolate, diet soda and word processor -- I 
offer the following: 

The Club is a good source of information for birdwatching newcomers as well as 
for the more experienced birder. All are welcome. As a member you receive monthly 
mailings describing regular programs, field trips, and bird related events in the 
area. You have access to our ever expanding lending library for birders located at 
the Hitchcock Center; earn the privilege of getting frostbite by participating in 
local Christmas Bird Counts (not mandatory); and can have a place on the Rare Bird 
Alert telephone tree (if desired). Through the VOICE (an up-to-date recorded 
telephone service) you will learn what and where birds are being seen, reminders of 
meetings and trips, and news that may not have been covered in the letter. All 
this, and as a new member, you receive the treasured and truly amazing MEMBERSHIP 
PACKET filled with membership-only kinds of information. (And you thought this was 
just another Bird Club!) 

Our membership year, runs from September through August. You may join at any 
time, but this is the only letter that goes out to everyone on the mailing list. 

In order to maintain the quality of our programs and continuing service to the 
membership, and because postage is going up, we have found it necessary to raise 
membership cost by whopping $1.00 for an individual or by a menacing $2.00 for a 
family unit. This is still one of the best bargains around. Should you be 
interested in becoming more involved in the Club, you will find a spot on the 
Membership Form where you can check off your interests. Your name will be passed on 
to the appropriate person. On the back of the Membership Form there is a form from 
the Field Trip Committee asking for information which will help in planning future 
long-distance trips. Also enclosed with this letter is the Release Form that needs 
to be signed and the Rare Bird Alert for those interested. 



MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monthly meetings are held at the Hitchcock Center in Amherst on the second 
Monday of the month (holiday exception October 17, not 10), September through June, 
at 7:30 pm. People come early (and stay late) to socialize, immerse themselves in 
the "The Taste of HBC" (goodies provided by the Club and by members), peruse the HBC 
Library and shop in the Hitchcock Gift Shop. All programs are free and open to the 
public. I've been asked to remind you that if you need to park along the driveway 
do so on the north side only. Carpooling is a good idea when possible. 

On Monday, September 12, Arthur Morris, internationally noted nature 
photographer, returns to present a slide lecture entitled "Everything You Wanted To 
Know About Shorebirds But Were Afraid To Ask." Waders (herons, egrets, bitterns) 
will also be featured in a presentation that he is fashioning especially for our 
Club. More than 1,400 of Art's images and 42 of his photo-illustrated articles have 
been published in virtually all major birding and natural history magazines. Nine 
of his images have appeared on Audubon and Kodak calendars and he is the author of 
the color, photo booklet, Bird Photography Basics. Since his program last 
September, I have been amazed at how often I have seen his name next to a photo --
he's everywhere. He will bring copies of his booklet, mounted prints and notecards 
which can be purchased should you be interested. Come join us for the first meeting 
of the year. It's a nice way to start the fall routine! 

Mark your calendars: On Monday. October 17, Victor Emanuel of Victor Emanuel 
Nature Tours (VENT) fame will be with us to talk about Costa Rica, the destination 
of an HBC field trip planned for the July, 1995. On Monday. November 14, Wayne 
Petersen, MAS Field Ornithologist and co-author of the recently published Birds of 
Massachusetts returns to present a program on "Changes in Massachusetts Bird 
Populations." And on Monday. December 12, we gather for the annual holiday party 
when members show their own natural history slides, plans are made for the Christmas 
Bird Counts, and we eat ourselves silly. Details will be in future membership 
mailings. 

FIELD TRIPS 

The HBC offers two different types of trips: regular and fee-based. Regular 
field trips will be to spots easily reached and explored in one day. No costs other 
than travel, meals and incidental fees are involved. Please call the trip leader to 
register so plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified if a 
change is necessary. We carpool whenever possible and share in driving expenses. 
It is recommended that drivers be reimbursed at the rate of al. least $.20 per mile 
per car plus tolls and parking fees. All persons in the car will be expected to 
share costs equally. 

Fee-based trips are generally for a longer period, where costs are predetermined 
and participants pay in advance. It is for this second type of trip that the Field 
Trip Committee needs your guidance. Please take time to let your desires be known 
by answering the questionnaire on the back of the Membership Form and returning it 
with your membership dues. 

If you have questions or suggestions make note on the form or contact the Field 
Trip Chair, Bob Bieda, directly (21 Pomeroy St., Easthampton, MA 01027; 
413-527-2623). 

The complete fall and winter field trip schedule will be ready for the next 
mailing. Meanwhile here are several trips you may wish to be part of (call leaders 
for more information): 



On Saturday, August 27 Bob Bieda (527-2623) and Al Richards (665-2761) will take 
12 people to Monomoy Island on Cape Cod. There is room for 2 more people at 
this writing. 

On Saturday, September 10 Jim Marcum (549-1613) is off to Plum Island for 
warblers and shorebirds. 

On Wednesday, September 14 Al Richards (665-2761) will be watching for hawks. 
On Saturday, September 24 Paul Champlin (253-5047) will be looking for fall 

warblers. 
And on Saturday, October 15 Morris Lainer (527-9412) will lead a group to Plum 

Island. 

COSTA RICA 

As announced in the March, 1994 Newsletter, the Club is sponsoring a 
thirteen-day trip to Costa Rica in 1995 through Victor Emanuel Nature Tours (VENT). 
The response to this new way of providing trip opportunities has been gratifying. 
Nine people have already paid their deposits, leaving five more spaces to fill. 
Victor Emanuel himself will be with us in October to present a program. I'll be 
describing the trip more fully in the next letter, but remembering that the trip is 
limited to 14 participants, you might wish to call Jim Marcum at 549-1613 for more 
information now. Here are a few of the basics: 

The dates: July 5 - 17, 1995. 
The price: $2545.00 per person double occupancy - does not include air fare to 

and from San Jose, Costa Rica 
Deposit: $300.00 required to hold a place. 

HITCHCOCK NEWS OF INTEREST TO BIRDERS 
(Call the Center at 256-6006 for fee information and to register) 

FALL BIRDING CLASS: Jan Ortiz, HBC President, is presenting her ever-popular 
birding classes again this fall. Relaxed and comfortable as well as being a 
comprehensive survey of birds during fall migration, the classes are geared for both 
beginners and experienced birders. Jan is a seasoned, respected and dedicated 
birder with a special gift for communicating her love and knowledge of birds. 
Evening classes will cover subjects of interest to birders and will preview species 
expected on the field trips. There will be three sessions. Session 1 (starting 
September 7): eight Wednesday evenings and eight Saturday - and possibly Sunday - 
field sessions plus trips to Plum Island, Quabbin, and the Berkshire Lakes. Session 
2 (starting September 8) and Session 3 (starting October 20): four Thursday evenings 
and four slower paced Friday field trips staying in the local area. 

HAWKS IN MIGRATION: On Sunday, September 11, and/or Saturday, September 17, 
8:30 am - 3:30 pm Andrew Magee, Naturalist, Artist and HBC member will spend an 
early autumn day on Skinner Mountain observing the height of the fall hawk 
migration. 

LUNAR BIRD COUNT AND SKY WATCH: On Friday, September 16, 7:30 - 9:30 pm Ron 
Woodland, Director, Amherst College Planetarium, will be showing us neotropical bird 
species migrating at night with a telescope aimed at the nearly full moon. We'll 
also be doing some sky watching. Sounds like a great combination! 

BIRD SEED SALE: Orders are due Friday, September 23 with pick-up on Saturday, 
October 1, 9:00 am -- 1:00 pm. Call the Center or order at our meeting on September 
12. 



MISCELLANEOUS HBC NEWS 

Last spring a decision was made by the Board to become more actively involved in 
the field of conservation. A call to the membership for leadership was answered and 
Anne Lombard agreed to coordinate volunteers participating in Project Tanager, a 
National Science Experiment in progress at the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, 
during May and June. She reports "We gathered data to test whether Scarlet Tanagers 
are able to nest successfully in forest patches of different sizes. A total of 
thirteen forest patches in Amherst, Granby, Northampton, and Easthampton were 
visited several times in May and June, and results were sent to Cornell. We learned 
a great deal and plan to participate again next spring." Participating in the 
project were: Anne Cann, Ann Floyd, Monica Jakuc, Anne Lombard, Micky McKinley, Dave 
McLain, Dee Dee Minear, and, Mara Silver. 

MONHEGAN ISLAND TENTH YEAR REUNION FOR ALUMNI AND FRIENDS 

On Sunday, September 25, 2 PM to 7 PM, there is to be a great party to celebrate 
ten years of trips to Monhegan Island. Notices were sent to alumni earlier this 
summer. If by chance you did not receive one, please get in touch with Jan Ortiz 
(413-549-1098) or Scott Surner (413-253-7486). 

The party is not limited to alumni -- anyone interested in joining the fun is 
welcome and should contact Jan or Scott for details. 

and now - 

$$$ THE PITCH $$$ 

Congratulations! You have arrived at the end of this letter! Now the moment has,--,
come for you to take pen in hand, rill in the blank spaces on the membership form, 
the field trip inquiry form on the back, the Rare Bird Alert form (if you want to be 
alerted), and sign the release form. Then make out a personal check, or equivalent, 
payable to the Hampshire Bird Club. Place it all in a stamped envelope and return 
to the new Membership Secretary, Tom Carpenter, 80 Federal St., Northampton, MA 
01060-2702. PRESTO --- your YEAR OF THE BIRD, 1994 - 1995 --- becomes a reality! 
If you wish to be on the Rare Bird Alert, note that we need to receive that form by 
October 1. If you prefer to join at the first meeting, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE bring 
your completed forms with you - saves wear and tear on your easily confused 
secretaries. 

NOTE: By acting now you will also be spared the truly horrible fate of receiving a 
dunning "reminder" letter sent to past members who do not renew! 

If by any chance you could possibly have any questions after plowing through the 
above illumination, or have names of people who might be interested in the Club 
please feel free to call me at 549-1098, or our President Jan Ortiz at 549-1768. 

Sincerely, 

5 cael 
Sally Venman, Secretary 



HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
RARE BIRD ALERT 

1994-1995 
A telephone tree is used to alert interested members to rare birds in 
the area. Northern Wheatear, Pine Grosbeaks, and Bohemian Waxwings by 
the carload; Warblers -- Kentucky, Cerulean and Worm-eating; Snowy 
Plover, Common Moorhen and White-eyed Vireo were just a few of the 
birds people saw or tried to see last year because of the tree. 

As was true last year, the VOICE will be used to report local 
sightings of interesting birds. This should meet the needs of many of 
us. For those of as who are more interested in going after rare or 
unusual birds, the Rare Bird4kAlert telephone tree will be activated. 
There will be two categoriesr7 

A. For rare birds in the Pioneer Valley only 
B. For rare birds in the Pioneer Valley and beyond; 

Signing up for either category implies that you want to be called and 
are willing to call at any time. The secret to making the tree work 
is individual commitment to passing along the word. 

It is absolutely essential that you call the next person on the list 
immediately. If unable to reach that individual personally, you keep 
going down the list until you do reach someone. It is still your 
responsibility to see that those not contacted are reached later on. 
Please do not sign up if you are only casually interested. We have 
learned that the tree falls apart when even one person does not 
cooperate. 

People responding by October 1 will be included on the first tree. An 
additional tree will be formed in December if enough people are 
interested. 

The Alert is for HBC members only. If you wish to be on the RARE BIRD 
ALERT telephone tree, please fill out the following form, detach and 

return it with your membership form to Tom Carpenter, 80 Federal 

Street, Northampton, MA 01006-2702. 


