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Dear Friends, 

At this writing the Spotted Salamanders are donning 
their little earmuffs and waxing their little cross-country 
skis in preparation for the annual Henry Street crossing. 
The word is that the warblers are simply sipping cool drinks 
by southern pools ignoring inner voices urging northerly 
flight. I am sitting in front of the word processor writing 
the "spring" letter in the middle of, what is it -- the 19th 
snow storm? Enough already! GRRRRRRRRRRRRR! 

We do have a terrific program planned for April if the 
snow drifts don't make us cancel. With more than a little 
luck the snow might even be gone by April 11 and we will see 
you at the Hitchcock Center enjoying the monthly program 
featuring Alvah Sanborn, former Director of the Pleasant 
Valley Sanctuary, Massachusetts Audubon Society, in Lenox, 
Massachusetts. Alvah has also been a lecturer for the 
National Audubon Society and is a member of the Camera 
Naturalists of New England. Now retired, he spends his 
winters on Sanibel Island, Florida. The title of his 
program is "Sanibel -- Natural History of a Barrier .Island." 

A short business meeting will precede the program. 
Because interest in birding and in Club activities has 
increased greatly in recent years and our membership is at 
an all-time high, the Board of Directors would like to 
enlarge the size of the Board in order to give more people a 
chance at leadership roles. This requires a change in the 
By-Laws. The Board proposes that we increase the size of 
the Board from nine to eleven by adding one Member at Large 
and by splitting the Secretary's position into two parts, 
Membership Secretary and Communications Secretary, both of 
which will be officers in the organization. The Membership 
Secretary "will be responsible for processing and 
maintaining the membership and mailing lists of the HBC." 
The Communications Secretary will be responsible for all 
other jobs as defined in section 6.5 under Article VI. The 
proper language needed to effect the changes in Articles V, 
VI and IX will be presented for your consideration and vote 
at the April 11 meeting. 

Also in keeping with the By-Laws, we will be electing a 
new Board (numbering eleven if the By-Law changes are 
approved) at our May meeting. The Nominating Committee --
Jim Marcum (chair), Paul Champlin, and Marilyn Gonter will 
present a slate at that time. Call one of them if you wish 
to offer a name for consideration. Nominations will also be 
taken from the floor. 

And while we are on the subject of HBC organization, 
one area really needs our attention. There are several 
interesting conservation projects that we as an active Club 
could be involved in. Project Tanager, out of Cornell Lab 



of Ornithology, needs help from local groups in assessing 

the breeding status of tanager species. Last year's pilot 
project was very successful but much more information is 

needed. International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD) on May 14 

is another exciting project now in its second year. 
Coordinated by Smithsonian, Cornell and the National 
Audubon Society, it also involves many bird clubs and 
conservation organizations working to gather data and to 
educate people about Neotropical Migrants. 

In the past a number of HBC members have shown interest 

in being part of a Conservation Committee but unfortunately 
the interest has never been developed. What we need now is 

someone who would be willing to bring these people together 

to explore and discuss conservation possibilities, local and 

beyond, that Club members might participate in. If you 

would like to take on this Committee project or be a part of 

it please call Jan Ortiz (549-1768). 

FIELD TRIPS 

On Saturday, April 9 Bob Bieda (527-2623) will be searching 

for early Warblers at the Ashley Reservoir. Meet him at the 

Holyoke Holiday Inn parking lot at 7 a.m. 

On Saturday, April 23 the annual Ruff trip to Plum Island 

will be led by Morris Lainer. Call him at 527-9412. 

On Saturday, April 30 Jim Marcum (549-1613) will take us on 

a half-day search for local Rails. 

And don't forget the May Warbler Walks. Tuesday. May 3 will 

be the first and they will be held every Tuesday & Thursday 

in May from 6:30 to 8:00 a.m. Meet at the entrance to 

Wildwood Cemetery in Amherst. 

BIRDING with HITCHCOCK 

The Center is offering a truly amazing packet of 

natural history programs this spring. If you have not 

received their Newsletter call them for one. 

There is still time to sign up for the short second 

session of the Spring Birding Class taught by Jan Ortiz and 

described in last month's newsletter. This session will run 

for four consecutive weeks starting on Thursday, April 28. 

The evening presentations are at Applewood from 7:30 - 9:00. 

The field work will be on Friday mornings starting Friday, 

April 29 from 8:00 - 11:00. 

Jan will also be leading "Twilight Dancer -- the 

American Woodcock" on Thursday, April 14 at 6:30 p.m. sharp 

(rain date Friday, April 15). She will start with a brief 

slide presentation on the woodcock at the Center. Shortly 

before dusk the group will travel to a nearby site to view 

this unique courtship display. 



And don't forget the Spring Fund Raiser and Auction on 
Friday, April 29. 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Red Barn at 
Hampshire College. Good food, good fun, the Silent Auction, 
Vacation Homes, and great musical entertainment including 
our own HBC members Kate O'Connor and Rico Spence. For more 
information or to register for any Hitchcock offering call 
the Center at 256-6006. 

While going over old magazines and birding stuff 
preparing for a trip I am taking in May, I found the 
following guide. Knowing the discerning qualities of our 
membership and sensing its need to REALLY know itself, I 
knew I had to pass it on. Credit goes to Susan Ulrich of 
Otterbein, Indiana, who submitted it for publication in her 
local Audubon chapter newsletter. Evaluate yourself if you 
wish, but certainly use it to evaluate friends before 
committing to them. 

A Guide to Evaluating Your Birding Skills 

Performance Factor Far Exceeds Norm Exceeds Norm Meets Norm Needs Some Im- 
provement 

Does not Meet
Minimal Standards 

Pursuit Ability 
Leaps trees with a 

single bound 
Needs a running 
start to leap trees 

Can leap 
large bushes 

Crashes into bush
when attempting 

to leap over it 
Catches poison ivy

Locating Birds in 
Binoculars 

Faster than a 
Peregrine 

Falcon 

Fast as a Chimney 
Swift 

- quite as fast as Not q 
a Chimney Swift 

Would you believe 
a slow Chimney 

Swift? 

Has trouble 
locating chimneys , 

Field Work 
Walks on water 

consistently 
Walks on water in 

emergencies 
Needs log to get 

over water Drinks water Spills water 

Credibility Talks with God Talks with Roger 
Tory Peterson 

Talks with 
himself Argues with himself Loses 

arguments 

Sight 
Identification 

Eyes of an eagle Eyes of a 
Blue Jay 

Needs 
binoculars 

Needs 
binoculars in good 

light 

Can't find 
binoculars 

Sound 
Identification 

Can recognize 
birds from a 
single chip 

Can recognize 
birds by song 

Can identify some 
birds 

by song 
Can hear songs Eh? 

With warm wishes, 

Sally Venman 
Your (Communications) Secretary 


