
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
October, 1993 

Dear Friends - 

October -- -- Autumn, the fall of the year, harvest 
time, the "season of mists and mellow fruitfulness" --
frosty mornings -- crisp sun-filled afternoons -- wood fires 
-- tart apples -- children dancing around carved pumpkins, 
singing merry pumpkin songs, and - - - 

!!! Christmas Catalogs !!! 

Isn't it comforting to receive a personal letter from a Bird 
Board which understands your needs and puts you first in ALL 
seasons! Let us make your month by offering the following: 

The next meeting of the Club will be held on Monday, 
October 18, 7:30 pm, at the Hitchcock Center. Over the 
years we have been privileged to bring to the Club some 
outstanding speakers. One of the most interesting, 
knowledgeable and entertaining of these is Noble Proctor. 
We are delighted to welcome him back for the third 
consecutive year to present his program on the birds and the 
natural history of Costa Rica. Noble is a professor at 
Southern Connecticut State University where he teaches 
ornithology, botany and biogeography. He is a professional 
photographer and author (five books on birds), and a popular 
trip leader (sixty-two countries over twenty-two years). 
His in-depth knowledge of Costa Rica's bird life and his 
tremendous enthusiasm promise to make this program a 
memorable experience for birders and natural history buffs 
alike, especially if dream-plans include a trip to this rich 
area. Because parking at the Center is limited, car-pooling 
to the meeting would be helpful. (There is some extra 
parking at the Common School just behind Hitchcock.) I 
remind you that parking along the driveway is permitted on 
the North side only. 

On Monday, November 8, John Hutchison will speak on a 
subject of local interest when he presents his program 
entitled "Changing Bird Demographics in Western 
Massachusetts." And on Monday. December 13, we gather for 
the holiday party when members show their own natural 
history slides, plans are made for the annual Christmas Bird 
Counts, and we eat ourselves silly. Details will be in 
future mailings. 



FIELD TRIPS 

Saturday, October 16: Birding the Connecticut Coastline 
with Byron Butler (203-453-1965). Call local "arranger" Bob 
Bieda at 527-2623 for more information and to sign up. 

Saturday, October 30: Hot Line Trip -- Morris Lainer will 
pick a rare bird to chase. Call Morris at 527-9412 to save 
yourself a spot. 

IF YOU HAVE TOLD SCOTT SURNER AT SOME TIME, ANY TIME, THAT 
YOU PLAN ON JOINING THE GROUP AT MONHEGAN IN MAY, 1994, 
DON'T ASSUME THAT HE REMEMBERS. DON'T ASSUME THAT YOU ARE 
ON THE LIST. AS OF NOW, NO ONE ISI I I I 1 

Scott has a clean sheet of paper and is taking, as of now, 
reservations for the annual Monhegan Island Memorial Day 
weekend in May. It is very important that all who want to 
go, even those who have gone every year before this, get in 
touch with him and get on the list. It seems early to be 
announcing this trip, but it is extremely popular and fills 
quickly. You don't want to be left out because you haven't 
called him. 

We leave from Port Clyde, Maine, on Friday and spend all day 
Saturday and Sunday on the Island enjoying the migrating 
birds, the spring wild flowers, hiking, eating, laughing and 
having a wonderful "escape." We return to the mainland on 
Monday. The cost is approximately $180.00 per person plus 
shared gas costs to Port Clyde, parking and baggage fees, 
tips, lunches and snacks, and an optional lobster dinner on 
the Island. Call Scott at 253-7486 to learn more and/or to 
be put on the list. 

I'll be sending monthly reminders of field trips in future 
newsletters but you might want to take a moment to look over 
the enclosed list of trips through March and mark your 
calendar for those that especially interest you. 

Be sure to call the HBC VOICE (WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS VOICE 
OF AUDUBONJ,- the recorded telephone service, operated-and---
updated weekly by Scott Surner. You will learn what birds 
have been seen in the area and hear about events of interest 
to birders, special programs or field trips that may not 
have been covered in newsletters. To receive this 
information call 253-2218. Check it regularly. If you have 
bird sightings you wish to report call 256-1836. Scott asks 
that when reporting you leave your name and phone number, 
identify the bird(s), and say when and where spotted and how 
many. 



HITCHCOCK PROGRAMS 
(call the Center at 256-6006 for more information) 

WINTER BIRDS AT YOUR FEEDER: Thursday, October 14, 7:30 - 
9:00 pm. Jan Ortiz, President of the HBC will give a slide 
show on the birds of winter that will be visiting feeders in 
the Amherst area and what foods will best attract them. 
There is a fee. 

EXPLORING HAWK & OWL PELLETS: Saturday, December 11, 10:00 
- 11:30 am. Bill Hill, Naturalist, Guide & Photographer 
will search for local natural history facts and secrets by 
exploring pellets from local birds of prey. Recommended 
for children 7 years old and up, with an adult friend. 
Free. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

I thought it might be useful for you to know the names and 
phone numbers of the HBC Board members and other illustrious 
personages should you have suggestions, questions or 
concerns. Board meetings are open to all members. 
Volunteers are always welcome. Let one of us know what 
interests you. 

Officers: 
Jan Ortiz (Pres.) 549-1768; Pat Lynch (V.P. & Program 
Chair) 549-5823; Allan Richards (Treasurer) 665-2761; 
and Sally Venman (Secty & Membership) 549-1098 

Members at Large: 
Bob Bieda (Field Trip Chair) 527-2623; Paul Champlin 
253-5047; Morris Lainer 527-9412; Jim Marcum 549-1613; 
and Scott Surner 253-7486. 

Others: 
Anne Cann 253-7753 and Shirley Hilborn 549-1362 share 
commissary duties, bringing us tasteful goodies each 
month; and Marilyn Gonter 549-6666 is the woman behind 
the gift store counter. All three would be very happy 
to have extra help! 

Manomet Bird Observatory Birders' Exchange update: 
Equipment donated by birders has been distributed to at 
least twenty-three environmental organizations in nine 
countries throughout Central and South America. Our old 
binoculars and field guides are now at work in the hands of 
Latin American biologists and teachers helping to protect 
birds, preserve habitats and educate the public on 
conservation issues. In addition to the continued need for 
binoculars, scopes, tripods and field guides, there is real 
need for field equipment -- backpacks, knapsacks, small 
tents, sleeping bags, compasses, etc. Two outdated 
computers were donated through our club last year and were 
tremendously appreciated. If you or your office or company 



has used or outdated audio-visual equipment or computers no 
longer in use this would be a wonderful place to send them. 
The MBO is non-profit and you can get tax credit for such 
items. Jan Ortiz at 549-1786 is the local contact. Julie 
Sibbing is the contact at MBO and can be reached at 
(508)224-6521. 

HELP -- Last year, someone in our Club gave Jan binoculars 
(Tasco - Zip 8X30 in a zippered case). Unfortunately she 
did not get the donor's name. Please let her know who you 
are as Manomet likes to have the names of people who make 
the donations. 

The fifth annual statewide Massachusetts Birders' meeting, 
co-hosted by the Massachusetts Audubon Society and the 
Hoffman Bird Club will take place on Saturday. November 20, 
8:30 am - 3:30 pm at Berkshire Community College in 
Pittsfield. This informative day of bird-related 
presentations and discussions (mysteries of bird migration 
with Kenneth Able, ravens in Massachusetts, birds in art, 
status of Massachusetts grassland birds, Bicknell's thrushes 
in New England, developing young birders, and others) is 
open to all birders. The $20.00 fee includes a buffet 
lunch. Send a check made out to Massachusetts Audubon 
Society; c/o Conservation Department; South Great Road; 
Lincoln, MA 01773. For further information, call 
617-259-9506, x7401 or x7407. 

When there is extra room in the Newsletter it is your 
secretary's policy to pass on information that she feels 
would be of interest to our membership. Unfortunately, 
October is a slow month. I do, however, find one date I'll 
bet you have forgotten to circle. Two events are celebrated 
on this day. Come October 15 we shall sound the fanfare and 
beat the drum announcing World Poetry Day and National 
Grouch Day. The possibilities are endless. Imagine taking 
a grouch to a poetry-reading. Send your favorite grouch a 
word-rhyming dictionary. Give the family grouch the job of 
writing rhymed couplets to put in fortune cookies for the 
festive dinner celebration. Or just read poetry grouchily 
to your favorite person. It really puzzles me that 
Hallmark hasn't gotten hold of this one. 

If you are still disappointed that this letter was not 
a Christmas Catalog, let me remind you of Decal ($1.25), 
Patch ($3.00), and T-shirt ($10.00). 

GO GET THOSE SPARROWS!!!! 

()00.,

Sally, your secretary 


