
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 

May, 1993 

Dear Friends, 

In order that the hands behind the word processor can be better employed as hands 
holding the binoculars, this letter will be short! (Oh sure -- "Promises, promises", mumbles 
the reader.) 

PROGRAMS 

The first order of business is to recycle a bit of last May's Newsletter: "Have we got 
a show for you!!! Julio de la Tone is a well-known naturalist, lecturer, free lance editor, 
translator, author, natural history consultant, former opera singer, announcer, narrator, and 
teacher to name a few of his credentials". Last May he gave the Club an unforgettable slide 

--show orr-owls-FON'hig-that heisTin-fact-a-dynamic-speaker, dramag-c-mitheatsical 
"ham". This multi-talented speaker will be our guest once again on Monday, May 10 at 7:30 pm 
when he will present his program on Warblers. There is extra parking at the Common School 
behind the Hitchcock lot should you need it. 

A short business meeting will precede the program. We are required by the By-laws to 
elect Board officers and members for the coming year at our May meeting. The nominating 
committee (Anne Cann, Shirley Hilbom and Morris Lainer, chair) will present the following 
slate for your approval: President -- Jan Ortiz; Vice President/Program Director -- Pat 
Lynch; Treasurer -- Allan Richards; Secretary -- Sally Venman; Members at Large -- Bob 
Bieda, Paul Champlin, Morris Lainer, Jim Marcum, and Scott Sumer. Nominations will also be 
accepted from the floor, if seconded. Board meetings are open to the general membership. 
The next meeting is scheduled for May 17. Let Jan Ortiz know (549-1768) if you would be 
interested in attending. 

Al Richards reminds you that he still has T-shirts with the famous HBC logo (thanks to 
Chris Page) on sale for the amazingly low price of $10.00. The same famous logo can be found 
on decals for $1.25. 

Be sure to save June 14 when Paul Roberts will be presenting a program on Hawks. That 
will be the last regular meeting of the HBC year. 

FIELD-TRIP-REMINDERS 

Tom Gagnon asked me to let you know that there is an opening for one person on the 
Arizona trip. Call him at 584-6353 for more information. 

On Saturday, May 1 Scott Surner will lead a half-day trip searching for Rails and 
Bitterns. He plans on leaving from the Hitchcock Center at 6:00 am. Call Scott at 253-7486 
if you are interested. 

Starting Tuesday, May 4 and continuing every Tuesday and Thursday throughout the month, 
the Club sponsors an early morning bird walk through Wildwood Cemetery in Amherst. No need 



to register - just meet the leader at the gate at 6:30 am. The walk is designed to finish at 
about 8:00 am so you can catch some warblers before work. 

On Saturday. May 22 Don ICroodsma will be leading a group interested in "Birding by Ear". 
Call Don at 253-5519 for more information. 

On Saturday, May 29 travel to Plum Island for Shorebirds & Warblers with Bob Bieda 
(527-2623). 

HITCHCOCK CENTER 

The Spring Bash (and fund-raising auction) will be held on Friday May 7, at the Amherst 
College Alumni House, Spring Street, Amherst from 5:30 to 8:00 pm. Come and enjoy the fun, 
feast on wonderful gourmet foods and wines and bid on donated goods and services of all 
sorts. 

On Saturday, May 8 David Ziomek, Director of the Center and Bird Club member will be 
"Birding the New Bike Path" from 6:30 am - noon. 

Call the Center at 256-6006 for more information. 

OF GENERAL INTEREST 

"Partners in Flight Expo", introduces visitors to neotropical, migratory birds -- how 
they breed and nest in the Northeast, and then travel thousands of miles to winter in 
tropical rainforests -- through a three-dimensional exhibit featuring a juried collection of 
23 original paintings, wood carvings of the colorful songbirds by Ira Frost, and a 
continuously running video describing the environmental threats to these birds. The exhibit 
can be seen at the Thorne-Sagendorph Art Gallery; Rhodes Hall; 246 Main Street; Keene; New 
Hampshire June 1 - 30. Gallery hours are llam - 3pm (Mon.-Thur.) and 1 lam - 8pm (Fri.). The 
Expo is sponsored by the Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Program at New Hampshire Fish and 
Game, and Thorne-Sagendorph Art Gallery, in cooperation with the Audubon Society of New 
Hampshire. 

AND ---

A few reminders for your calendar compliments of your every-ready secretary. It seems 
that in May we are asked to celebrate "National Tofu Awareness Month" and "National Asparagus 
Month" which leads me to wonder if I had too much fun in a former life? May is the month 
that Babe Ruth hit his first (#1) and his last (#714) home run; the month that Amelia 
Bloomer, campaigner for women's rights invented the bloomers (5/27/1818); and the month when 
Club members who are lovers of the written word can celebrate the anniversary of the first 
Harlequin romance being published in 1949 and the first appearance of Dennis the Menace in 
1951. Both of these milestones were accomplished on May 12th. On the political front we are 
reminded of the announcement (5/3/85) that White House scheduling relied on an astrologer. 

HAPPY BIRD SEARCH 

Sally Venman, Secretary 


