
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
March, 1993 

Dear Friends, 

I had intended to start this month's letter with some 
great "Woozles" sent to me by members David Spector and 
Ralph Cabana in response to the challenge issued in the 
February Newsletter. I regret to have to admit that both of 
their letters have been sucked into a black hole in my 
study. I can't believe they are gone forever and will pass 
them on to you when they reappear. 

For those of us who are definitely unpleasant and ugly 
during prolonged periods of short days and long nights, 
there will be a program on Monday, March 8 7:30 pm at the 
Hitchcock Center that will brighten the dirty slush of late 
winter. NBC member Tom Amy will be taking us south on a 
"Short trip to Brazil". Using slides and narrative he will 
share his experiences from a two week trip taken last summer 
to a rain forest area and the Pantanal in Brazil. Tom is an 
astronomer at UMass with a long-standing love of birds and 
natural history. If you have not had the opportunity to 
hear Tom at earlier Club meetings I can assure you that you 
have a treat in store. 

The almost completed Field Trip list covering the 
period from April through August will be ready for next 
month's mailing. Two trips are planned for March. 

On Saturday, March 20, Allan Richards will lead a trip 
in search of waterfowl in the Connecticut River Valley. 
Expect to find teal, pintail, dabblers and perhaps some 
divers. This is a half day plus trip so bring some food to 
keep the energy up and warm clothes to protect. Call Al at 
665-2761 for further information and to sign up. 

On Saturday, March 27 Paul Champlin will be taking a 
trip to the Narragansett Bay originally scheduled for last 
month but which had to be cancelled because of a snow storm. 
It was rescheduled for later in the month and a few people 
were able to join him. They had a -wonderful time, some 
really interesting looks at bird behavior and 65 species of 
birds. Highlights were the Eurasian Wigeon, Barrow's 
Goldeneye, Canvasback, Red-throated Loon, Red-necked Grebe, 
both scaups, King Eider, American Coot, Purple Sandpiper, 
Short-eared Owl and Red-bellied Woodpecker. The Dickcissel 
in Paul's parent's back yard is now in full breeding 
plumage! For more information and to sign up call Paul at 
253-5047. Don't forget the warm clothes, lunch, snacks, 
etc. For a more complete description of Paul's trip please 
refer to the February Newsletter. 



I have enclosed information and the itinerary for a new 
summer birding trip to Southeast Arizona to be led by Tom 
Gagnon. Please note that we need to hear from you by March 
15 if you wish to go. 

On Saturday, March 6, 1:30 - 3:00 pm the Hitchcock 
Center is offering a "Bird House Making Workshop and Field 
Trip" led by David Ziomek (Hitchcock Director and HBC 
member) and Nick Anzuoni (Amherst conservation Department). 

On Saturday, March 13, 1:00 - 2:30 pm Lillian Lund 
Files, past President of the North American Bluebird Society 
will present a program "Bring Back the Bluebirds". This 
will be held at Arcadia. 

Jan Ortiz, HBC president, experienced birder, field 
trip leader and teacher will again be teaching the Spring 
Birding Class for the Hitchcock Center. The course will run 
for eight weeks. The first classroom session will be on 
Saturday. March 31. The first field trip will be on 
Saturday, April 3. Jan offers this in way of description: 
"The class is geared to birders of all levels, but the pace 
will be leisurely. Ample time will be given to view and 
discuss the birds we see. On Wednesday nights using slides 
and bird mounts, we will discuss migration, behavior, 
identification, song and what species we expect to see on 
the following Saturday. We will also take some time each 
week to note the progression of spring and how it relates to 
bird migration." 

For more information or to register for any Hitchcock 
offering call the Center at 256-6006. 

If you should head in the direction of the Lawrence 
Swamp in Amherst, you will discover a brand new trail named 
in honor of HBC member, friend, long-time natural history 
observer, birder and hiker who has spent many years 
observing bird life and the natural history scene in the 
Lawrence Swamp area. I knOw this is going to embarrass him, 
but, hey, we think it's great and we want to let everyone 
know about it. We invite you all to take a walk on the 

HARVEY ALLEN TRAIL. 

It's entrance is located on the south side of Station Road. 
Park your car in the bicycle path parking lot across the 
street. CONGRATULATIONS HARVEY! 

Until next month, same time, same word processor --

Sincerely, 

Sally Venman, Secretary 


