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"THE GREAT DAY COMETH" echoes across winter-locked fields. 

AHHHHH 

At 3:00 am she stands motionless by a railroad crossing 
listening for the owl's call. Could it be a Long-eared? 
No, it's the wind gusting to 50 mph. At dawn they trudge 
numbly through open fields with expectant ears listening for 
a sparrow's "chip." Possibly a Clay-colored? No, another 
Savannah. At sunset he plods wearily and hungrily, eyes 
glazed with excitement. The climactic moment of the day has 
arrived as our searcher zeros in on and begins the count of 
starlings flying to roost in the trees along the 
Connecticut: 5,432, -33, -34, -35, -36, . . . 

WOW 

Yup -- it's that time again. The Annual CHRISTMAS 
COUNT down is upon us and will be plotted and planned at our 
next monthly meeting Monday, Decembper 13, 70_0 pm. For the 
record, the count is a census of birdlife taken annually at 
the end of the year across the Continent. It was started in 
1899 as an alternative to the traditional Christmas "side 
hunt," a time when hunters would go out after Christmas 
dinner, chose sides and compete to see which group could 
shoot the most birds. The count is sponsored by the 
National Audubon Society and is undertaken by volunteers who 
count not only the different species of birds but also the 
actual number of individuals. This major information 
gathering event has thousands of birdwatchers participating. 
Data fed into the computer gives densities of wintering bird 
populations and points out cyclical movements and evidence 
of change in populations. When studied over the years, it 
is helpful in detecting trends and pinpointing problems. 

You don't have to be an expert and you don't have to 
count all day. In fact, you can participate by simply 
counting birds at your feeders in the warmth of your home. 
If you are a beginner, you can be put with a more 
experienced birder. Our local count on Sunclay, December 1, 
covers an area on both sides of the river. There will be a 
potluck supper at Arcadia at 6:15 p.m. when the day's count 
of the whole area will be compiled. A fee of $5.00 per 
person goes to American Birds to help cover costs of 
compiling and publishing the results. 

If you are interested in participating but can't attend 
the meeting, please call Jan Ortiz (549-1768) for 
information and assignment. There will be similar counts 
for Springfield on December 18 (call Mort Bates at 
783-6411), for Greenfield on December 26 (call Mark 
Fairbrother at 367-2695) and for Quabbin on January 1 (call 
Scott Surner at 253-7486). 

The meeting on Sonday, December 13, at the Hitchcock 
Center at 7:30 p.m. is the annual holiday party when members 



have the opportunity to tell their Big Bird Stories and show 
their own natural history slides -- any natural history 
subject is welcome but not more than ten slides, please. 
It is also a time when we get an early start on holiday 
eating. We are all asked to bring a snack or dessert to 
share. The Christmas Count planning will follow the 
meeting. 

Mark your 1994 calendars now so as not to miss Tom 
Ricardi on Monday, January 10; Mark Lynch and Sheila Carrol 
on Monday. February 14; and Bill Burt on Monday, March 14. 

Several field trips are planned to give you a jump 
start on your year list, or to help you fulfill your New 
Year's Resolution to bird more. 

On $unday, January 2 be ready for the famous BIRD BLITZ 
for TWELVE CHRONIC LISTERS with Scott Surner (253-7486). 
It's a great way to start the year and coming just after the 
Christmas Counts, Scott should know where to find the birds. 

On Saturday, January 8 Bob Bieda (527-2623) will lead a 
trip to the North Shore. 

On Saturday, January 22 Jeff Johnstone (508-249-9052) 
will conduct an evening Saw-whet Owl search (8:00 pm to 
Midnight). 

On Saturday, January 29 Al Richards (665-2761) searches 
for waterfowl from Falmouth to Plymouth. 

And -- on Saturday February 5 Scott Surner (253-7486) 
will be coordinating the annual Roadside Raptor Count. 
Viewing raptors from the warmth of a car makes winter 
birding especially appealing. 

The Board is 
sponsoring a trip 
If this works out 
tour company very 
this so you could 
is available. 

investigating the possibility of 
to Costa Rica in March or April of 1995. 
we will need to make a commitment to the 
soon. If interested, be thinking about 
make a decision once the final information 

We have good news concerning the HBC library which has 
been sitting idle, disorganized and unused for some time. 
Thanks to HBC member Shirley Hilborn who with help from the 
staff at Hitchcock has found a place for the library at the 
Center. In order to expand and update our collection, she 
has compiled a list of titles that the Club will purchase. 
Most of the Lane Guides and standard Field Guides will be 
available as will other current books of interest to 
birders. The books will be for our members' use only. This 
project will be up and running by the January meeting when a 
complete list of books will be available. 

If any of you have bird books or magazines you would 
like to donate to the collection she would be delighted to 
receive them. Contact her (549-1362) up to the middle of 
January when Shirley and husband Bob will be going on 
sabbatical leave. She will resume library custodianship when 
she returns in the fall. Meanwhile, she is looking for 
someone who would enjoy helping out in the interim. Give 
her a call to get more information. 



While we are on the subject of needing help, Shirley's 
leaving leaves Anne Cann alone, sequestered, and lonely 
behind the refreshment table (are you really sure you want 
to do this, Shirley?). It would be wonderful if Anne could 
have a temporary assistant to help her through June. I 
don't believe this is a particularly arduous job. Call Anne 
at 253-7753 to find out what is involved. 

The Hitchcock Nature Stop gift shop has been 
transformed. There are many bird books and items of 
interest to natural history buffs of all ages. Remember 
that HBC members enjoy a 10% discount. If what you want 
isn't in stock it can usually be ordered. HBC member 
Marilyn Gonter will be at the December meeting at 7:00 pm to 
help you make your selections. The Center (and gift shop) 
is open Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 to 5:00 and on 
Saturday from 11:00 to 3:00. By shopping there you are not 
only buying quality at a discount but you are also helping 
the Center in its work. 

Jan Ortiz has asked me to tell those of you on the Rare 
Bird Alert telephone tree that if you want extra copies to 
please call her. If you joined the HBC after the Rare Bird 
Alert telephone tree was set up and would like to be 
included on an extended list please get in touch with Jan 
(549-1768) by January 10. 

And if you haven't already done so and wish to 
subscribe to Bird News of Western Massachusetts at $4.00 a 
year send a check made out to Hampshire Bird Club to Al 
Richards, 7 South Main St., Sunderland, MA 01375 by December.
31. Your first issue will arrive later this winter. 

We still have not received the patch with the correct 
HBC logo on it. Jim Marcum has had quite an adventure, 
maybe nightmare is the better word, getting the right goods 
out of the patch company. It will be here soon we hope. 

Enclosed with this letter is the list of updated Rare 
Bird Alert numbers to call across the country. Whether 
planning a trip or just fed up with winter life, it's fun to 
find out what is being seen in far-away places. To enhance 
your winter feeder viewing pleasure you'll find a Feeder 
Check List. This is just for fun - we aren't doing a 
survey. Get copies of the chart made at your local copy 
place so recording can continue past January. 

And, finally, coming next month (if the computer gods 
remain friendly), new members will receive the NEW MEMBERS 
PACKET with all kinds of wonderful information available 
only through HBC! Oh -- be patient new members. All 
members can expect a copy of Scott Surner's favorite game --
The Eight Question Birding Game, or "How to Keep Your 
Friends While Showing Off Your Birding Knowledge" as told to 
and translated by Lynn Rubinstein. And I'll have a list of 
the membership with addresses and phone numbers as recorded 
by you on your membership form. Call me (549-1098) if there 
have been changes I do not have. 
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