
1-1A1v1 P' 1-1 E 13 I 1:2 ID CIJ 13 

Th E JIIW I•T 

'I' P I 13 S 1-1 

August 1993 

. . . and there I stood ironing the bed sheets, watching Huey, Louie 
and Dewey outwit Uncle Donald on the Saturday Morning Cartoon Festival. 
I knew in my heart that I had successfully achieved a new high in honing 
my procrastination skills. I also knew that the end of August was in 
sight and I could no longer put off the production of the Hampshire Bird 
Club Newsletter, August Edition, suggesting, requesting, demanding 
money. So with a little help from my friends -- chocolate, diet soda 
and word processor -- I offer the following: 

For a limited time only it is again my privilege as representative of 
the HBC Bird Board to give you, the discriminating bird watcher, a 
chance to take advantage of an amazing offer. By acting NOW you can 
become a member of the Hampshire Bird Club for the unbelievably low 
price of $9.00, $15.00, $30.00, $50.00, or $100.00 depending on choice 
of membership category. But, don't delay! This offer will be valid 
only up to and including the firm deadline of October 1, 1992, after 
which the cost of membership will be $9.00, $15.00, $30.00, etc., etc., 
etc. Although technically this may sound the same, if you join before 
the deadline you buy freedom from personal quilt, remorse, and 
self-reproach -- emotions experienced when one procrastinates. You will 
also be spared the truly horrible dunning "reminder" letter I send to 
past members who do not renew! Many of you took advantage of this offer 
last year and sent letters testifying to the peace of mind resulting 
from responding promptly. 

The Club is a good source of information for birdwatching newcomers 
as well as for the more experienced birder. All are welcome. As a 
member you will receive monthly mailings describing regular programs, 
field trips, news of happenings of interest to birders, and whatever 
else your inventive Bird Board can come up with. You will earn the 
privilege of getting frostbite by participating in local Christmas Bird 
Counts (not mandatory) and a place on the Rare Bird Alert telephone tree 
(if desired). Through the VOICE (an up-to-date recorded telephone 
service) you will learn what birds are being seen, what trips are being 
planned and any other bird news fit to broadcast. All this, and as a 
new member, you receive the treasured and truly amazing MEMBERSHIP 
PACKET filled with membership-only kinds of information. Our membership 
year runs from September through August. You may join at any time, but 
this is the only letter that goes out to everyone on the mailing list. 

You will note on the membership form that there is a new member in 
the HBC paraphernalia "Family." The HBC logo (Chris Page's Pileated 
Woodpecker) is now available on a patch. "Patch" will join its two 



siblings, "Decal" and "T-shirt," later this fall but can be ordered now 
for $3.00. If you become a supporting member of this illustrious 
organization you will receive a subscription to "Bird News of Western 
Massachusetts" and "Decal." Join at a higher level and "Patch" will be 
yours. Support one level higher and you get the whole "Family." How's 
that for an incentive? WOW!!! Forms are enclosed. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monthly meetings are held at the Hitchcock Center in Amherst on the 
second Monday of the month (holiday exception on October 18), September 
through June, at 7:30 pm. All programs are free and open to the public. 
I've been asked to remind people that parking along the driveway is 
permitted on the North side only. 

On Monday. September 13, Arthur Morris, nationally known nature 
photographer, will present a slide lecture entitled "Birds as Art --
Coast to Coast." The best of the 10,000 photographs he has taken on 
cross-continental trips will feature many of the top birding spots in 
North America. His photos have been published in virtually all major 
birding and natural history magazines. Seven of his images have 
appeared on Audubon calendars and he is the author of the color photo 
booklet, "Bird Photography Basics." Birders will be amazed and 
delighted with his work and explanations of the elements used in 
producing it. Anyone who enjoys peering through a camera's viewfinder 
will pick up lots of tips. Come join us for the first meeting of the 
year. It's a nice way to start the fall routine! 

Mark your calendars: On Monday. October 18, Noble Proctor returns to 
present a program on Costa Rica. (Many of you—will remember—his 
terrific programs on Attu Island and Kenya). On Monday. November 8, 
John Hutchison will speak on a subject of local interest when he 
presents his program entitled "Changing Bird Demographics in Western 
Massachusetts." On Monday. December 13, we gather for the holiday party 
when members show their own natural history slides, plans are made for 
the annual Christmas Bird Counts, and we eat, eat, eat. Details will be 
in future membership mailings. 

FIELD TRIPS 

The HBC offers two different types of trips: regular and fee-based. 
Regular field trips will be to spots easily reached and explored in one 
day. These trips are open to the general public. No costs other than 
travel, meals and incidental fees are involved. It is our policy to ask 
that you call the trip leader to register so that s/he can plan for the 
size of the group and can notify people if a change is necessary. 
Fee-based trips are generally for a longer period, where costs are 
predetermined and participants pay in advance. Participants in these 
trips or on a waiting list for these trips must be HBC members. 

It is also our policy to car pool whenever possible and to share in 
driving expenses. It is recommended that drivers be reimbursed at the 
rate of at least $.20 per mile per car plus tolls and parking fees. All 
persons in the car will be expected to share costs equally. 



We are always looking for new places to explore and new leaders to 
take us there. Bird identification skill is not the most important 
requirement for being a trip leader. Familiarity with a good birding 
location is. If you know of a good spot that would lend itself well to 
a birding group, or would be interested in leading a trip yourself we 
would like to know about it. The Field Trip Committee meets twice a 
year for planning -- once in the summer and again in mid-winter. If you 
have suggestions or would like to be a part of the Committee, please 
make note on the membership form or contact Field Trip Chair Bob Bieda 
directly (21 Pomeroy St., Easthampton, MA 01027; 413-527-2623). 

The fall and winter field trip schedule should be completed in a 
couple more weeks and I'll be sending it to all members in the next 
newsletter. Meanwhile here are several trips you may wish to be part of 
(call leaders for more information): 

On Saturday. September 11 Jim Marcum (549-1613) is off to Plum Island 
for warblers and shorebirds. 

On Saturday, September 25 Tom Gagnon (584-6353) will search for the 
Connecticut Warbler. 

And on Saturday. October 9 Harvey Allen (253-7963) will take us 
through the Amherst College Sanctuary. Meet at the Hitchcock Center at 
7:30 am. 

Sorry to say, the fall Monhegan Island trip has had to be cancelled 
this time around. 

HITCHCOCK NEWS OF INTEREST TO BIRDERS 

FALL BIRDING CLASS: Beginning on Wednesday. September 8 HBC 
President and well-known local birdwatcher Jan Ortiz returns to the 
Hitchcock to teach her popular birding class. This is a comprehensive 
survey of birds in the Valley during the extended fall migration. The 
class is relaxed and comfortable and is geared for both beginners and 
experienced birders. Jan is a seasoned, dedicated birder with a special 
gift for communicating her love and knowledge of birds. Wednesday 
evening meetings will cover a wide range of subjects of interest to 
birders and will preview the species hoped to be seen on Saturday 
morning field trips. Included are trips to Plum Island, Great Meadows 
National Wildlife Refuge and the Berkshire Lakes. Registration 
required. 

HAWKS and OWLS with Chris Davis, naturalist, falconer and HBC member 
and program presenter. Beginning on Friday. September 17 there will be 
two classroom presentations, two sessions in the field and an owl prowl. 
Included in this in-depth fascinating learning experience will be the 
biology of these animals, their habitat requirements, feeding habits and 
migration patterns. Recommended for adults and students grades 5 and 
up. Registration required. 

BRING BACK the BLUEBIRDS with Lil Files, Bluebird Lover and past 
President of the North American Bluebird Society Saturday. September 18. 



This program is co-sponsored with Arcadia Nature Center where it will be 
held. Call Arcadia for more information. 

BIRD SEED SALE: Order due Friday. September 24 with pick-up on 
Saturday. October 2. 9:00 am -- 2:00 pm. Call the Center or order at 
our meeting on September 13. 

AMHERST CONSERVATION LAND WALKS: on Friday. October 1, 9:30 am - 
noon Jan Ortiz will lead us on an exploration of the Atkins Reservoir 
area looking for fall migrants. Meet at Cider Mill Pond Conservation 
Area on High Point Drive. Free. 

WINTER BIRDS AT YOUR FEEDER: on Thursday, October 14. 7:30 - 9:00 pm 
Jan Ortiz will give a slide show on the birds of winter that will be 
visiting feeders in the Amherst area and what foods will best attract 
them. 

(Please call the Center at 256-6006 for fee information and to 
register.) 

and now - 

$$$ THE PITCH $$$ 

Congratulations! You have arrived at the end of this letter! Now the 
moment has come for you to avoid the aforementioned personal guilt, 
remorse, and self-reproach that comes with procrastination. Simply take 
pen in hand, fill in the blank spaces on the membership form, place it 
(if you want to be a member), the signed release form (if you want to go 
on field trips), the signed Rare Bird Alert form (if you want to be 
alerted), and a signed personal check, or equivalent made payable to the 
Hampshire Bird Club (if you want us to take you ,seriously) in a stamped 
envelope and return to me, Sally Venman, 43 Ridgecrest Road, Amherst, MA 
01002. And PRESTO --- your YEAR OF THE BIRD, 1993 - 1994, will become a 
reality! If you wish to be on the Rare Bird Alert, note that I need to 
receive that form by October 1. If you prefer to join at the first 
meeting, please bring your completed forms with you - saves wear and 
tear on your easily confused secretary. 

If by any chance you could possibly have any questions after plowing 
through the above illumination, other than "why does she write so much?" 
please feel free to call me at 549-1098, or our president Jan Ortiz at 
549-1768. 

Sincerely, 
Se-

Sally Venman, Secretary 


