
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
October, 1992 

Dear Friends - 

My original plan to run off a quick October post card ran into a 
problem: I could present half the information, I could tell all by 
condensing the type size to a ridiculous speck on the paper, or I 
could run off a quick October letter, as follows: 

HBC PROGRAMS 

The next meeting of the Club will be held on Monday. October 
19, 7:30 pm, at the Hitchcock Center. Last October I sent a letter 
introducing our speaker Noble Proctor in glowing terms, even though 
his reputation as a presenter was based only on hearsay evidence. I 
finished the note by saying "we have heard that his slides are 
fabulous and that he is a great speaker." As it turned out, that was 
not only true but understated! We were so entertained and 
enlightened by his presentation on Alaska that arrangements were made 
on the spot for him to return to us this October. He has chosen 
Kenya, his own personal favorite, for his topic. Noble is a 
professor at Southern Connecticut State University. In addition to 
teaching ornithology, botany and biogeography, he is a professional 
photographer and author (five books on birds), and a popular trip 
leader (sixty-two countries over twenty-two years). His Kenya talk 
iill include many aspects of this rich area's natural history, and of 

`--course African birds will be featured. Don't miss it! There is 
extra parking at the Common School just behind the Hitchcock Center 
should you need it. 

Mark your calendars: on Monday. November 9, HBC member Susan 
Smith returns to update us on her Chickadee research; and on Monday, 
December 14, we gather for the holiday party when members show their 
own natural history slides, plans are made for the annual Christmas 
Bird Counts, and we eat ourselves silly. More detailed information 
will be in future membership mailings. 

OCTOBER FIELD TRIPS 

Tuesday, the 13th: A Midweek Sparrow Search with Jan Ortiz. Call 
her at 549-1768 if you would like to join in. 

Saturday, the 17th: Birding the Connecticut Coastline with Byron 
Butler. Call him at (203)453-1965 for more information. 

Saturday, the 24th: Plum Island with Morris Lainer. Call Morris 
at 527-9412 to save yourself a spot. 

Saturday. the 31st: Walk around the Ludlow Reservoir with Harvey 
Allen. He'll meet you at the Hitchcock Center at 7:00 a.m. 
For more information call him at 253-7963. 



SEABIRDS OF THE NORTHEAST 

Would you be interested in learning more about gannets, 
shearwaters, petrels, tropic birds, puffins, murres, murrelets, 
auklets, guillemonts and phalaropes? While not birds you are apt to 
see locally during Any migration, the life histories, behavior, and 
customs of these birds make them an extremely interesting learning 
experience. 

Seabirds of the Northeast will be the subject of the fourth in 
the series of workshops led by Wayne Petersen sponsored jointly by 
the Bird Club and the Hitchcock Center. The lecture is planned for 
Monday. Oct. 26, 7:30 p.m. at the Hitchcock Center. Due to low 
enrollment and cost we have had to cancel the "official" field trip. 
But if you are interested in an all day pelagic field planned for 
Sunday. Nov. 1 there is a group from the Brookline Bird Club going 
out of Plymouth that would be happy to include you. There will be 
experts on the trip to help with identification problems and to 
answer questions.  The cost of the trip at  sea is $22.00.  Glen 
D'Entremont is the coordinator. Call him at (617)961-2616 if you-are 
interested. The lecture is still on ($12.00 for HBC and Center 
members or $15.00 for non-members). However, we do need a commitment 
from you by Monday, October 19 to know if enough people will be 
attending the lecture. Call the Hitchcock at 256-6006. 

HITCHCOCK PROGRAMS 
(contact the Center at 256-6006 for more information) 

Saturday, October 17, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. HAWKS AND OWLS UP CLOSE: 
Tom Ricardi will show slides of native hawks, owls and eagles 
and will introduce several birds from his raptor rehabilitation 
center. A good program for children, as well as adults. There 
is a fee. 

Sunday. October 18, 3:00 a.m. FALL OWL PROWL: led by David 
Ziomek, Hitchcock Director, long-time HBC member, birder and 
experienced owl prowler. Group size is limited to 15. 
Registration required. There is a fee. 

AND AHEAD 

The fourth annual Massachusetts Birders' meeting, co-hosted by Mass 
Audubon and the Merrimack valley Bir-d---C-1--ab— wi1-1-- tdke plac.:e on  

Satuvday. November 21, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. in Andover. Cost is 
$20.00 which includes a light lunch. Send a check made out to 
Massachusetts Audubon Society; c/o Conservation Department; South 
Great Rd.; Lincoln, MA 01773. 

--until next month 

Sally Venman, Sec'y 
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