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ANOTHER HBC NEWSLETTER 

(or) 

Something to read while waiting for your back ordered copy of Madonna's book. 
Ah - what a privilege to be alive to witness the birth of such a literary 
masterpiece -- one of the great artistic achievements of all time -- certain to 
be found on a future Great Books of the Western World list! Makes you wonder 
what Reader's Digest will do with it, doesn't it? But I digress. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

On Monday, November 9, 7:30 at the Hitchcock Center Susan Smith will be 
presenting an update on her Black-capped Chickadee research. This is one of 
those very special in-house programs we are so lucky to be able to offer. 
Susan, a major researcher and valuable member and contributor to the flt0.1 
delighted and enlightened us in the past with two of her Chickadee programs. 
She was also a member of the panel that presented our program on birding 
-thics. On the back cover of her recently published book The BLACK-CAPPED 
CHICKADEE - Behavioral Ecology and Natural History she tells us that "studying 
chickadees can be addictive. I've been hooked for years." For those of us who 
have enjoyed seeing her past programs it is quite clear that she not only 
enjoys this "addiction" but is very able to present it in an informative and 
appealing manner. Susan is Professor of Biological Sciences at Mount Holyoke 
College. 

Save Monday, December 14 for the annual holiday party when members are asked to 
bring a snack or dessert to share and up to 10 natural history slides to show. 
This is also the meeting when we organize the local Christmas Bird Count which 
this year takes place on Sunday. December 20. If you wish to be included in 
the count and cannot attend the meeting, call Jan Ortiz at 549-1768 and she'll 
sign you up. Other area counts and people to call are: Springfield 12/19 
(Morton Bates at 783-6411); the Quabbin Count 12/26 (Scott Surner at 
253-7486); and Greenfield 12/27 (Mark Fairbrother at 367-2695.) 

FIELD TRIPS 

On Sunday, November 8 Tom Gagnon will lead his annual all-day (bring lunch, 
wear warm clothes) trip to the Berkshire Lakes and Berry Mountain in search of 
migrating waterfowl and perhaps a Golden Eagle. The group will meet at 6:00 am 
sharp in the Stop and Shop parking lot in Northampton (Route 5) and car-pool 
from there. Call Tom at 584-6353 for more information and to register. 

On Saturday, December 5 Jim Marcum will lead an all-day trip to the 
Massachusetts coast, most likely the Gloucester/Rockport area, Newburyport and 
Plum Island to search for sea ducks, alcids and other winter treats. Jim says 
to dress as warmly as you think you should then bring extra. You'll need your 
lunch, snacks and of course binoculars (a little nearsighted birder's humor 
there). Call Jim (549-1613) for time and place of departure. 

Christmas Counts -- see December's meeting announcement above. 



A NEW BIGGIE that didn't happen last year because there were not quite enough 
people who committed to go in time: Bob Bieda has come up with a great way to 
beat the mid-winter blahs. On Saturday, February 27 he is planning a bus 
trip to the American Museum of Natural History in New York City. The bus will 
leave Amherst at 7:00 am, stop for people in Northampton about 7:15, break for 
coffee, etc. on the way down and arrive at the museum at 11:00. The bus will 
return at 4:00 pm, stop for dinner and arrive back home about 8:30. This is a 
fabulous museum. Besides the bird exhibits there is enough to keep your 

, interest for a lot more time than we will have. There is a restaurant and gift 
shop on the premises. The museum is located across from Central Park and is a 
short 12 blocks to stores, restaurants, etc. Cost will be about $40.00 per 
person for the bus and admission. Bob needs to have at least 25 people sign up 
to make it a go. If enough people express interest by Christmas Bob, would have 
time to work on getting us behind the scenes! Think seriously about this 
opportunity and let Bob know as soon as possible! Call him at 527-2623. 

ALWAYS A BIGGIE: Scott Surner is taking reservations for the annual Monhegan 
- Island-Memorial-Day preekeu-d—in—May-. -It- seems- early—to-be- announsing-this- trip,-
but we find it to be extremely popular and it fills quickly. We leave from 
Port Clyde, Maine, on Friday, spending all day Saturday and Sunday on the 
Island enjoying the migrating birds, the spring wild flowers, hiking, eating, 
laughing and having a wonderful "escape." We return to the mainland on Monday. 
The cost will be approximately $170.00 per person plus shared gas costs to Port 
Clyde, parking and baggage fees, tips, lunches and snacks, and an optional 
lobster dinner on the Island. Call Scott at 253-7486 to learn more and/or to 
be put on the list. 

HITCHCOCK ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Call the Center at 256-6006 for fee information and to register) 

Scott Surner will again be leading his popular trip to the coast (North Shore 
and Cape Anne). This "usually" productive all-day trip will car-pool from the 
Center Saturday morning, November 28, leaving at 5:00 am. This trip is limited 
to 12 people, so give Hitchcock a call and get on the list. 

On Wednesday, November 18, 7:00 -- 8:30 pm. HBC member David Klingener, UMASS 
Professor of Zoology, will give a walking tour of the zoological collections 
(mounts, skeletons, study skins) focusing on mammals and birds. Call to sign 
up. 

On -SandayT -December 6 , - 3 :DO-am- dawn-another owl-prowl-with_ Center Director, 
HBC member, and owl prowler extraordinaire David Ziomek. Call to sign up. 

Your order for the December Bird Seed Sale is due Friday. December 11 with pick 
up on Saturday, December 19. 

The Nature Stop gift shop has been transformed and has new and exciting items 
for sale. There are many bird books and items of interest to birders. What 
can't be stocked can be ordered from the Common Ground catalog. Remember that 
HBC members enjoy a 10% discount. I am pleased to announce that HBC member 
Marilyn Gonter has volunteered to run the shop before and after our monthly 
meetings, so bring your wish list with you. 



RECYCLED INFORMATION 

The fourth annual Massachusetts Birders' meeting, co-hosted by Mass Audubon and 
the Merrimack Valley Bird Club will take place on Saturday. November 21, 8:30 
a.m. - 3:30 p.m. in Andover. Cost is $20.00 which includes a light lunch. 
Send a check made out to Massachusetts Audubon Society; c/o Conservation 
Department; South Great Rd.; Lincoln, MA 01773. 

I thought you might want to know the names and numbers of the HBC Board members 
should you have suggestions or questions. Board meetings are open to members. 
Let one of us know if you would be interested in attending. 

Officers: 
Jan Ortiz at 549-1768 (President); Pat Lynch at 549-5823 (V.P. & Program 
Chair); Allan Richards at 665-2761 (Treasurer); and Sally Venman at 
549-1098 (Secretary & Membership). 

Members at Large: 
Bob Bieda at 527-2623 (Field Trip Chair); Shirley Hilborn at 549-1362 
(Fc3d Chair); Morris Lainsr at 527-9412; Jim Marcum at 549-1613 (Immediate 
Past President; and Scott Surner at 253-7486. 

I remind you to call the HBC VOICE (WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS VOICE OF AUDUBON). 
By calling this recorded telephone service, operated and updated weekly by 
Scott Surner, you will learn what birds have been seen in the area and hear 
about events of interest to birders that are not covered in the mailings. To 
receive this information call 253-2218. Check it regularly. If you have bird 
sightings you wish to report call 256-1836. Scott asks that when reporting you 
leave your name and phone number, identify the bird(s), and say when and where 
spotted and how many. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

A note of thanks to two club members who have offered their help in making our 
meetings just a little bit nicer. As noted above Marilyn Gonter will be 
operating the Hitchcock gift shop before and after the meeting. And Anne Cann 
will be helping Board member Shirley Hilborn in making sure that the food table 
well stocked. 

HBC T-Shirt update from Al Richards: Al will have T-shirts available at the 
next meeting. The shirts are white with the HBC logo (created by Chris Page) 
in red and black on the shirt's front. The shirts came into being when Al 
wanted a souvenir to give people when he went to China last spring. They were 
so popular he guessed that we might be interested in them ourselves. He has 
them in sizes Medium, Large, X-Large, and a few XX-Large. They sell for 
$10.00. 

MBO Birders' Exchange update from Manomet Bird Observatory: Equipment donated 
by birders in Massachusetts and other states has been distributed to at least 
twenty-three environmental organizations in nine countries throughout Central 
and South America. Our old binoculars and field guides are now at work in the 
hands of Latin American biologists and teachers helping to protect birds, 
preserve habitats and educate the public on conservation issues. In addition 
to the continued need for optics and field guides, used camping equipment such 
as small tents, sleeping bags, back packs and knapsacks of any size are needed 
and would be greatly appreciated. If you or your office or company has used or 
outdated audio-visual equipment or computers this would be a wonderful place to 



send them. The MBO is non-profit and you can get tax credit for such items. 
Jan Ortiz at 549-1786 is the local contact. Julie Sibbing is the contact at 
MBO and can be reached at (508)224-6521. 

I have enclosed the HBC Field Trip list through February of this year to help 
in your planning. I remind you to check the VOICE regularly for late additions 
to this list. If your travel plans include places well beyond this area and 
you would like to check in with the appropriate birding community, I have 
enclosed a list of rare bird alerts from all over the country. 

The "New Members Packet" including such wonders as the "Dead Bird Sheet" should 
reach new members within the next 2 weeks. Your secretary is working for the 
procrastination award of the year which is why it's so late. 

When there is extra room in the Newsletter it is the Board's policy to pass on 
information that we feel would be of interest to our membership. Long-time 
birder and HBC member from New Hampshire, William Harris knows of a "birder's 
paradise" for sale in southern New Hampshire. He hopes to see:this beautiful 
place occupied by people interested in the outdoors and wildlife. He would be 
happy to fully describe this property to you. For more details call him at 
(603)882-9639. 

When there is extra room in the Newsletter it is your secretary's policy to 
pass on different kinds of information that she feels would be of interest to 
our membership. If you think that you can only celebrate election day, 
Veteran's Day, Friday the 13th, and Thanksgiving Day this month, you are wrong, 
wrong, WRONG! 

WARNING: Take special care all month because November is National UFO 
Abductions Month (We would hate to lose you, even though we have your dues). 

11/4: National Observance of Broken Campaign Promises begins. 
11/7: National "Punster's Day." How about the ABA's bumper sticker 

"Elementary, my dear Hoatzin"? (What Sherlock should have said.) Or 
-- "Though he's not very humble, there's no police like Holmes"? 

11/19: First model train sold in Germany in 1891. (This is for my husband 
who has every one sold since then.) 

11/27: National Leftover Awareness Week begins. Turkey Support Group 
anyone? 

In closing, as I mark off the days leading up to the holiday season and the end 
of the year, ..I can't help but look back over this eventful election year. I 
note in particular the Red Sox bid for last place and Dagwood's Courage to quit 
his job, go to work for Blondie in her catering business, only to be fired by 
Blondie for eating up the profits. The country chose the young Elvis over the 
old Elvis for a place in postage stamp history and the new talking Barbie told 
us that "math is hard" and "let's go to the mall." Makes you pause in sheer 
wonderment, doesn't it? 

LET US ALL GO BIRDING!!!! 

Sally your secretary 



Rare Bird Alerts 
United States 
Alabama 
Statewide (205) 987-2730 

Alaska 
Statewide (907) 248-2473 

Arizona 
Phoenix (602) 832-8745 
Tucson (602) 798-1005 

Arkansas 
Statewide (501) 753-5853 

California 
Arcata (707) 826-7031 
Los Angeles (213) 874-1318 
Monterey (408) 375-9122 

Updates (408) 375-2577 
Morro Bay (805) 528-7182 
Northern California 

(510) 528-0288 or 524-5592 
Orange County (714) 563-6516 (weekly up-
dates) 
Sacramento (916) 481-0118 
San Bernardino (714) 793-5599 
San Diego (619) 479-3400 (daily updates) 
Santa Barbara (805) 964-8240 
SW Sierra/San Joaquin (209) 782-1237 

Colorado 
Statewide (303) 279-3076 

Connecticut 
Statewide (203) 254-3665 
Delaware 
Statewide (215) 567-2473 

District of Columbia 
Districtwide (301) 652-1088 

Florida 
Statewide (813) 984-4444 
Miami (305) 667-7337 
Lower Keys (305) 294-3438 

Georgia 
Statewide (404) 509-0204 

Idaho 
Southeast (208) 236-3337 

Illinois 
Central Illinois (217) 785-1083 
Chicago (708) 671-1522 

Indiana 
Statewide (317) 259-0911 

Iowa 
Sioux City (712) 262-5958 
Statewide (319) 338-9881 

Kansas 
Statewide (913) 372-5499 
Kansas City (913) 342-2473 

Kentucky 
Statewide (502) 894-9538 

Louisiana 
Baton Rouge (504) 293-2473 
New Orleans (504) 246-2473 

Maine 
Statewide (207) 781-2332 
5pm-8am wkdays; 24 hr wkends 

Maryland 
Statewide (301) 652-1088 

Massachusetts 
Boston (617) 259-8805 
Western Mass. (413) 253-2218 

Michigan 
Statewide (616) 471-4919 
Detroit (313) 477-1360 

Minnesota 
Duluth (218) 525-5952 
Statewide (612) 544-5016 

Mississippi 
Coast (601)467-9500 

Missouri 
Kansas City (913) 342-2473 
Statewide (314) 445-9115 
St. Louis (314) 935-8432 

Montana 
Statewide (4(16) 721-2935 

Nebraska 
Statewide (402) 292-5325 

Nevada 
Statewide (702) 649-1516 

New Hampshire 
Statewide (603) 224-9900 

(M-F: 5pm-9am, 
weekends: 24 firs) 

New Jersey 
Cape May (609) 884-2626 
Statewide (908) 766-2661 

New Mexico 
Statewide (505) 662-2101 

New York 
Albany (518) 439-8080 
Buffalo (716) 896-1271 
Cayuga Lakes Basin (607) 277-5455 

(10pm-7am) 
New York (212) 832,6523 
Rochester (716) 461-9593 _ 
Syracuse (315) 682-7039 

North Carolina 
Statewide (704) 332-2473 
Ohio 
Cincinnati (513) 521-2847 
Cleveland (216) 321-7245 
Columbus (614) 221-9736 
Blendon Woods Metro Park 

(614) 895-6222 
SW Ohio (513) 277-6446 
NW Ohio (419) 875-6889 
Youngstown (216) 742-6661 

Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City (405) 373-4531 

Oregon 
Statewide (503) 292-0661 
Southern Oregon (503) 826-7011 

(10pm-6am weekdays only) 

Pennsylvania 
Allentown (215) 759-5754 
Philadelphia (215) 567-2473 
Western Penna. (412) 963-0560 
Wilkes-Barre (717) 825-2473 

Rhode Island 
Statewide (401)231-5728 
To Report (401) 231-6144 

South Carolina 
Statewide (704) 332-2,171 

Tennessee 
Statewide (615) 356-7h 16 
Chattanooga (615) 841-2822 

Texas 
Statewide (713) 992-2757 
Austin (512) 483-0952 
Northcentral (817) 261-6792 
Lower Rio Grande Valley 

(512) 565-6773 
San Antonio (512) 731-8106 
Sinton (512) 364-3634 

Utah 
Statewide (801) 538-4730 

Vermont 
Statewide (802) 457-2779 

(M-Sat: Spin-flam, Sun: 24 hrc) 

Virginia 
Statewide (804) 929-1716 

and (301) 652-10,18. 

Washington 
Statewide (206) 526-8266 

Wisconsin 
Statewide (414) 352-1857 
Madison (608) 255-2476 

(except 9-3 weekdays) 

Wyoming 
Statewide (307) 265-2473 

Canada 
Alberta 
Calgary (403) 237-8821 

British Columbia 
Vancouver (604) 737-9910 
Victoria (604) 592-3381 

New Brunswick 
Provincewide (506)450-3825 

Nova Scotia 
Provincewide (902) 852-2428 

Ontario 
Provincewide (519) 586-3959 
Ottawa (613) 761-1967 
Toronto (416) 350-300(1 

(pushbutton phones then enter 229.1) 
Windsor/Detroit (313) 477-1360 
Windsor/Pt. l'elee (519) 252-2473 
Hamilton (416) 648-9537 
Long Point Bird Ohs. 

(519) 586-3959 

Quebec 
Western Quebec (in French) 

(819) 778-0737 

Saskatchewan 
Regina (306) 761-2094 

NOTE - Please make it your re5ponsibility to notify 05 01 
changes. Write ABA's Colorado Springs off ire. or call (Is on 
the toll-free line: (BON 835-2473. Rev: 8/27/92 


