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July, 1992 

Dear Friends, 

Are you experiencing the dreaded brain paralyses of summer? 
Tired of watching re-runs? Feel that there has to be more to life 
than deciding between Pinocchio and Batman Returns? Wish that you 
had signed up for that Yellowstone trip with Tom Gagnon? Well 
your forward thinking Bird Board has anticipated this sad but 
predictable mental haze and has a few suggestions to make. 

A WORKSHOP 

Every summer thousands of shorebirds move through our state 
as they travel to wintering quarters in South America. With 
approximately thirty-five species occurring annually, many 
nondescript in coloration and often resembling one another in size 
and form, shorebirds offer the birder an assortment of 
identification difficulties. Fortunately, the behavior, habitat, 
and vocalizations of many shorebirds can be used to help in the 
identification process. 

At the end of this month the Bird Club together with the 
Hitchcock Center is offering a very special workshop opportunity 
to learn about these birds from one of the country's best teachers 
and most knowledgeable naturalists, Wayne Petersen. The emphasis 
will be on learning to identify shorebirds by using a combination 
of physical and behavioral features. General background biology 
will supply additional information that can also be applied to 
problems in field identification. 

THE TEACHER 

Wayne Petersen has been involved in bird study for over 
thirty years. He has lectured widely on ornithology and has given 
birding workshops and taught courses for Bird Observer, the Cape 
Cod Museum of Natural History, the Institute for Field Ornithology 
at the University of Maine at Machias, and the Manomet Bird 
Observatory. Wayne has written extensively on birds, is currently 
the New England regional editor for the nesting season and 
Christmas Bird Count for American Birds, and has authored a number 
of species accounts published in The Audubon Society Master Guide 
to Birding. In addition, he is at present an international tour 
leader for Field Guides, Inc., and for the Massachusetts Audubon 
Society, where he is employed as field ornithologist. 

THE DATES 

The Lecture: Thursday, July 30 7:30pm - 9:30pm 
The Field Trip: Sunday, August 2 Time and Place TBA 



COST AND REGISTRATION 

Lecture & Field Trip (or Field Trip only): 
HBC and Hitchcock Members $35.00 
Non-members $40.00 

Lecture Only: 
HBC and Hitchcock Members $12.00 
Non-members $15.00 

Please call the Hitchcock Center at 256-6006 to register. 

This is serious birding and serious fun but you don't have to 
have serious knowledge to enjoy a learning adventure with this 
proven teacher who is also one of the premier identification 
persons in the country. His workshops on waterfowl and gulls 
offered last fall were wonderful. His slide show on shorebirds 
(March, 1991) was terrific. Take advantage of this upportuniLy if 
at all possible! 

SUMMER FIELD TRIPS 

Monday, July 27: Bob Bieda keeps checking the Longmeadow Sandbar 
for shorebirds this time of the year. Call Bob at 527-2623 if you 
would like to join him. 

Saturday. August 8: Al Richards will travel to Jamaica Bay, NY, 
in search of shorebirds. There should be a flood of them this 
time of the year. (Could be sort of a test on what you have 
learned if you are a Petersen workshop graduate.) Call Al at 
665-2761 if you are interested. 

September 25 - 28: First (and I thought early) notification of 
Scott Surner's fall migration trip to Monhegan Island. It seems 
that Scott has already taken several deposits from people who have 
enjoyed this trip before, and since the fall trip is limited in 
number, you would be wise to contact him now if you are interested 
in going or want more information. Call him at 253-7486. 

BIRD BOARD FOR 1992-1993 

The membership voted to accept the following slate of officers and 
board members at the annual meeting on May 11: 

President: Jan Ortiz (549-1768) 
V. Pres./Program chair: Pat Lynch (549-5823) 
Treasurer: Allan Richards (665-2761) 
Secretary/Membership: Sally Venman (549-1098) 
Members at Large: 

Bob Bieda - Field Trip Chair (527-2623) 
Shirley Hilborn (549-1362) 
Morris Lainer (527-9412) 
Jim Marcum - Immediate. Past Pres. (549-1613) 
Scott Surner (253-7486) 

If you have any suggestions or questions, please feel free to 
call. 



MISCELLANEOUS 

Points to ponder and places to play during the dog days (7/3 
through 8/11) and cat nights (starting 8/17) of summer: 

1. Don't miss the Coon-Dog Barking contest (7/11) in Saluda, 
North Carolina. Call "Orbin" at 704-749-9551 for information. 
2. On 7/19/1848 Camelia Bloomers introduced bloomers in Lowell, 
Massachusetts. ("Trivial Pursuit" ammunition) 446, 
3. 7/22: Celebrate National Rat Catcher's Day in memory of the 
Pied Piper. 
4. For you Velveeta Cheese lovers, commemorate the anniversary 
of the introduction of Wonder Bread in 1930 on 8/11 with a 
luncheon of toasted cheese sandwiches and Campbell's Tomato 
Soup. Don't forget to light the candles. 
5. And finally, on a more serious note in this politically 
pregnant summer, let me remind you of two historical 
happenings. On 8/26/80 President Reagan announced to the 
waiting world that trees cause pollution. And on 8/31/84 the 
National Enquirer published for a fact that Nixon was grooming 
Elvis for the Presidency. 

For those of you whose summer does not unfold the way you would 
like, September is "Scream-at-the-top-of-your-lungs-month", so 
hang in there! 

You'll be hearing from me once again in August with the 
annual dunning letter. Start saving your money! 

Happy Summer 

Sincerely, 

s(ac,L, 
Sally Venman, Sec'y 


