
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
Members' Letter, January 1, 1992 

Dear Friends, 
I just bet you are not aware that you have only 348 days to prepare 

yourself for the 1992 Christmas Bird Count! Don't let the event sneak up on 
you this year. Start training your body and mind now to face the rigors of the 

pre-dawn winter owl search, the numbness of that trudge through open field 

listening for the "chip" of the elusive sparrow, and of course the real 

intellectual challenge of accurate tabulation of starlings coming in for 

evening roost. If you heed this early warning, you'll certainly be thanking me 

next December! There are also other ways to help you to realize your midwinter 

night's dream of snow, winter finches and spectacular winter birding, and 

that's what this letter is all about. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

On Monday, January 13 we will be treated to an evening of slides and 
narrative about Howe Island (an island between Australia and New Zealand) and 

"the best birding experience we have ever had" according to Mark Lynch and 

Sheila Carrol, our speakers. Mark and Sheila are well-known birders from the 

Worcester area who have delighted us in past years with programs on Australia, 

England and Scotland. We are very happy to bring them back again. Their 

photography, knowledge and humor combine to make them among our most popular 

presenters. A thoroughly satisfying evening is anticipated. 
While on the subject of monthly programs, mark your calendars: HBC on 

February 10, March 9, April 13, May 11, and June 8. I'll be sending reminders 

and more specific information at the appropriate time. 

FIELD TRIPS 

Dave Small will be looking for winter birds in Northeast Quabbin on 

Saturday, January 25. Call him at 508-249-2094 for more information. 

On Saturday, February 1 the annual census of wintering raptors (the Raptor 

Count) will be conducted by Scott Surner. This is similar to the Christmas 

Count except that only diurnal raptors are counted and it is done from the 

comfort of a warm car. A large area needs to be covered and Scott needs help. 

Please call him at 253-7486. 
On Saturday, February 8 Al Richards will be searching for Waterfowl from 

Falmouth to Plymouth. Call him at 665-2761. 
A NEW BIGGIE: Bob Bieda has come up with a great way to celebrate Leap 

Year Day (February 29). He is planning a bus trip to the American Museum of 

Natural History. The bus will leave Amherst at 7:00 am, stop for people in 

Northampton about 7:15, break for coffee, etc. on the way down and arrive at 

the museum at 11:00. The bus will return at 4:00 pm, stop for dinner and 

arrive back in Northampton/Amherst about 8:30. This is a fabulous museum. 

Besides the bird exhibits there is enough to keep your interest for a lot more 

time than we will have. (Bob is working on getting us behind the scenes to 

learn about putting up a bird habitat exhibit and getting us a look at skins in 

their extensive collection.) There is a restaurant and gift shop on the 

premises. The museum is located across from Central Park and is a short 12 

blocks to stores, restaurants, etc. Cost is $40.00 per person for the bus 

and admission. Food, gifts, etc. will be up to you. Bob needs to have at 

least 25 people sign up by January 20. This means sending a $20.00 deposit to 

treasurer Al Richards (7 South Main St., Sunderland, MA 01375) by that date, so 

if this interests you, get moving! If the trip doesn't fill, your deposit will 

be "cheerfully" refunded. Call Bob at 527-2623 if you have questions. 



ANOTHER NEW BIGGIE: There will be a trip to the fabulous Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem led by Tom Gagnon July 9 - July 19. The descriptive 
materials, specific itinerary, cost , etc. are not quite ready for this 
mailing, but will be in your hands by the first week of February. Call Tom at 
584-6353 if you need information before that. 

ALWAYS A BIGGIE: Scott Surner is taking reservations for the annual 
Monhegan Island Memorial Day weekend in May. It seems early to be announcing 
this trip, but we find it to be extremely popular and it fills quickly. We 
leave from Port Clyde, Maine, on Friday, May 22, spend all day Saturday and 
Sunday on the Island enjoying the migrating birds, the spring wild flowers, 
hiking, eating, laughing and having a wonderful "escape". We return to the 
mainland on Monday, May 25. The cost will be approximately $170.00 per person 
plus shared gas costs to Port Clyde, parking and baggage fees, tips, lunches 
and snacks, and an optional lobster dinner on the Island. Call Scott at 
253-7486 to learn more and/or to be put on the list. 

HITCHCOCK ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Our congratulations go to David Ziomek who has just been named Executive 

Director of the Hitchcock Center. GREAT NEWS! David has been an HBC member 
since its start and presently heads the Club's Conservation Committee. The HBC 
Board recently voted to donate a slide projector to the Hitchcock Center as our 
way of showing our appreciation for the many years of support. We are an 
independent organization but the Center lets us use the facilities, gives our 
members a discount on items purchased in the gift shop, has always been happy 
to include our program announcements in its Newsletter and has supported the 
Club in many other ways. Many, many thanks to the entire staff. 

Hitchcock programs of interest to birders --- On Saturday, February 1, 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm there will be a workshop at Arcadia given by Dick Walton, 
co-author of the Peterson Field Guide's "Birding by Ear" - the guide to 
bird-song identification. This is co-sponsored by the Center and Mass. 
Audubon. Looking forward a bit, the Winter Bird Sale orders are due on 
February 7, and there will be another owl prowl led by Chris Hill on February 
23rd. Call the Center at 256-0660 for more information and to register. 

RECYCLED INFORMATION 

Have you heard that there is a Snowy Owl in the East Meadows in 
Northampton? You would know this, even if you are not on the Rare Bird Alert 
simply by calling the VOICE. I remind you that last year the HBC VOICE become 
the WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS VOICE OF AUDUBON, a recorded telephone service, 
updated weekly by Scott Surner. By calling the number you will learn what 
birds have been seen in the area and hear about events of interest to birders 
that are not covered in the mailings. To receive this information call 
253-2218. Check it regularly. If you have bird sightings you wish to report 
call 256-1836. Scott asks that when reporting you leave your name and phone 
number, identify the bird(s), and say when and where spotted and how many. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
HAPPY BIRDING !!! 

Sincerely, 

Sally Venman, Sec'y 


