
HBC NEWSLETTER 
December, 1992 

Dear Friends, 

May I be among the first to wish you a happy December - the month that brings 
us Hanukkah, Christmas, Boxing Day, a total lunar eclipse and --- yes, it's finally 
here --- the ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT. I truly hope you have taken my early 
warnings seriously and will be fully prepared when the count down reaches the GREAT 
DAY! Ah - standing motionless for twenty minutes at 3:00 a.m. by a railroad 
crossing attempting to hear an owl respond to a tape with wind gusting to 50 mph; 
the numbness of the trudge through open fields at dawn listening for the "chip" of a 
sparrow; the intellectual challenge of accurately tabulating thousands of starlings 
coming in for evening roost at sundown. How we love it! 

Actually this can be a very rewarding and enjoyable event. Sponsored by the 
National Audubon Society, the Christmas Count is a census of birdlife taken each 
year at the end of December. From a modest beginning in 1899 it has become a major 
information-gathering event with thousands participating across the continent. Fed 
into the computer, the data give densities of wintering bird populations and points 
out cyclical movements and evidence of changes in populations. When studied over 
the years, it is helpful in detecting trends and pinpointing environmental problems. 

You don't have to be an expert and you don't have to count all day. In fact, 
you can participate by simply counting birds at your feeders in the warmth of your 
home -- a thought that kept coming to me as I stood by that railroad crossing! If 
you are a beginner, you can be put with a more experienced birder. Our local count 
on Sunday. December 20 covers an area on both sides of the river and we will be 
organizing it at the December meeting. Following the count there is a potluck 
supper at Arcadia at 6:00 p.m. when the day's count of the whole area will be 
compiled. There is a fee of $5.00 per person which goes to American Birds to help 
defray the costs of compiling and publishing the count results. If you are 
interested in participating but can't attend the meeting, please call Jan Ortiz 
(549-1768) for information and assignment. There will be similar counts for 
Springfield on December 19 (call Mort Bates at 783-6411), for Greenfield on December 
27 (call Mark Fairbrother at 367-2695) and for Quabbin on January 2 -- note change 
of date -- (call Scott at 253-7486). 

The meeting on Monday, December 14, at the Hitchcock Center at 7:30 p.m. is the 
annual holiday party. Members are asked to bring a snack or dessert to share and up 
to 10 natural history slides to show. 

JANUARY EVENTS 

On January 1st be ready for BIRD BLITZ for TWELVE CHRONIC LISTERS with Scott 
Surner. It's a great way to start the year and coming just after most of the 
Christmas Counts, Scott should know where to find the birds. Call him at 253-7486 
to join the group. 

On Saturday, the 9th Bob Bieda will take us on an all day trip to Cape Ann and 
Plum Island. Be sure to call him at 527-2623 if you wish to go. As you know, 
interesting birds can show up any place at that time of the year and Bob may wish to 
change the destination. 

On Monday, the 11th at the Club's regular monthly meeting Barry VanDusen, 
Massachusetts artist featured on the cover of this month's Bird Watcher's Digest 
will present a program on Massachusetts birds. 

On Saturday, the 23rd there will be an evening Saw-whet Owl search with Jeff 
Johnstone from 8:00 p.m. until midnight. Call him at (508) 249-9052. 

On Saturday, the 30th Scott Surner will be coordinating the annual Roadside 
Raptor Count. Viewing raptors from the warmth of a car makes winter birding 
especially appealing. Call him at 253-7486. 



COMING SOON 

On February 8 Julie Sibbing. from Manomet Bird Observatory will be with us. 
And on March 8 our own Tom Amy will be showing us Brazil. Details later. 

NEED TO BE ACTED ON NOW INFORMATION -- New and Old 

Please take note of the blue enclosure from Jim Marcum, leader of a newly 
proposed Club trip to Trinidad and Tobago in March, 1994. Jim had planned on 
polling people interested in the trip to determine when people would like to go. 
Upon calling Asa Wright, however, he learned that two of the three weeks he was 
considering had already been booked. It is of extreme urgency that he know 
immediately if enough people are interested in the trip so that he can reserve the 
ten spots. So, please, take time now to think about it and return the form. 

Bob Bieda is planning a bus trip to the American Museum of Natural History in 
New York City on Saturday. February 27. The bus will leave Amherst at 7:00 am, stop 
tn-NorthampLun dbuut 7:15-; -bredk for-coffee; -etc-.--on---the way down -and-arr-i-ve- at the 
museum at 11:00. The bus will return at 4:00 pm, stop for dinner and arrive home 
about 8:30. This is a fabulous museum. Besides the bird exhibits there is enough 
to keep your interest for a lot more time than we will have. There is a restaurant 
and gift shop on the premises. The museum is located across from Central Park and is 
a short 12 blocks to stores, restaurants, etc. Cost will be about $40.00 per person 
for the bus and admission. Bob needs to have at least 25 people sign up to make it 
a go. If enough people express interest by Christmas Bob would have time to work on 
getting us behind the scenes! Think seriously about this opportunity and let Bob 
know NOW!!! Call him at 527-2623. 

It seems a long way in advance, but if you want to go to Monhegan Island over 
Memorial Day this spring, call Scott at 253-7486 and get your name on the list! 

If you joined the HBC after the RARE BIRD ALERT telephone tree was set up and 
would like to be included on the extended list please get in touch with Jan Ortiz at 
549-1768. And if you haven't already done so and wish to subscribe to Bird News of 
Western Massachusetts, at $C00 a year send a check made out to Hampshire Bird Club 
to Sally Venman, 43 Ridgecrest Rd., Amherst MA 01002 by December 31st. Your first 
issue will arrive later this winter. 

Your order for the Hitchcock December Bird Seed Sale is due Friday. December 11 
with pick up on Saturday. December 19. Call the Center at 256-6006. 

• —MISCELLANEOUS-

HBC T-shirts can be bought from Al Richards for $10.00 at the meetings. 

The Hitchcock Nature Stop gift shop has been transformed. There are many bird 
books and items of interest to birders. What can't be stocked can be ordered. 
Remember that HBC members enjoy a 10% discount. HBC member Marilyn Gonter will 
again be running the shop before and after our December meeting. 

I am sending a MEMBERSHIP PACKET to all new members. It includes the Club's 
By-Laws, the field trip policy statement, the paper on birding ethics, the feeder 
checklist and the dead bird sheet (what to do with a dead bird). If you would like 
additional copies, I'll bring extras to the meetings. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

ce,"Jd 



HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB TRIP 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO IN 1994 
The Hampshire Bird Club Board has approved a proposal by Jim Marcum to 
lead a trip to Trinidad and Tobago March 19-27, 1994. Caligo Ventures will 
make travel arrangements and arrange for local guides. While in Trinidad 
we will stay in the renowned Asa Wright Nature Centre and Lodge, a 200 
acre wildlife sanctuary located at 1200 feet in the Northern Range. The 
Blue Waters Inn will be our base in Tobago. 

Trinidad and her smaller sister island, Tobago, are the southernmost islands 
in the Caribbean. The continental origin and proximity of Trinidad to 
Venezuela has resulted in an avifauna that is much more akin to South 
America than to the other Caribbean islands. Over 400 species of birds have 
been recorded in Trinidad and an experienced birder who has not yet 
visited the American tropics should be able to see 100 or more new life 
birds during a short stay. Birding Trinidad and Tobago is an excellent 
introduction to tropical birding since the number of new birds and bird 
families is not as overwhelming as on the continent. Trinidad and Tobago 
have a wide range of habitats and the distances between them are not great. 

Among the birds likely to be seen on this trip are Scarlet Ibis, Yellow-
headed Caracara, Rufous-vented Chachalaca, Southern Lapwing, Wattled 
Jacana, Red-bellied Macaw, Blue-headed Parrot, Green-rumped Parrotlet, 
Common Potoo, Oilbird; numerous hummingbirds including Rufous-breasted 
Hermit, Green Hermit, Little Hermit, White-necked Jacobin, Black-throated 
Mango, Ruby-topaz, Tufted Coquette, Blue-chinned Sapphire, White-chested 
Emerald, and Copper-rumped; Violaceous Trogon, Channel-billed Toucan, 
Blue-crowned Motmot, Rufous-tailed Jacamar, Lineated Woodpecker, White-
fringed Antwren, Golden-headed Manakin, Bearded Bellbird, Cocoa Thrush, 
Bare-eyed Thrush, Rufous-browed Peppershrike; numerous tanagers 
including Speckled, Turquoise, Bay-headed, Blue-gray, Palm, Silver-beaked, 
and White-lined; Red-breasted Blackbird, Yellow-hooded Blackbird, Giant 
Cowbird, Yellow-rumped Cacique, Crested Oropendola and many others. 

The duration of the trip is nine days including travel time. Current cost is 
$995 plus airfare from Bradley Field (now approximately $400). These 
costs are of course subject to change. In order to use the Asa Wright Nature 
Center, reservations will need to be made quickly. Therefore, if you wish to 
be one of the ten participants, please complete the form at the bottom of 
the page and return to Jim Marcum as soon as possible. 

Jim, I wish to be a participant on the Hampshire Bird Club trip to Trinidad 
and Tobago March 19-27, 1994. 

Name 

Address 

  Phone 

Return to James B. Marcum, 132 Rolling Ridge Road, Amherst, MA 01002 


