
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 

October Newsletter, Hunter's Moon Edition 

Dear Friends, 

In the autumn of the year, filled with Christmas 
catalogs and junk mail, isn't it nice to receive an actual 
personal letter (you and 150 other people) informing you of 
the wonderful events that are yours simply for the 
attending? I know I usually send postcards in October, but 
the field trip list is now completed through February and 
the Board thought you would enjoy having a copy. Plus, 
there are the usual need-to-know bits of information vital 
to birders' well-being, AND, a couple pieces of information 
of questionable vitality to anyone. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
(All meetings are held at the Hitchcock Center in Amherst at 
7:30 pm.) 

Monday, October 21: We are delighted to be able to 
bring you a very special program. Noble Proctor, who is a 
professor at Southern Connecticut State University, will be 
presenting a program entitled "Alaska." In addition to 
teaching ornithology, botany and biogeography, he is a 
professional photographer and author (five books on birds), 
and a popular trip leader (sixty-two countries over 
twenty-two years). He has visited Alaska every spring for 
seventeen years, twelve of those on Attu, experiencing all 
aspects of the state's natural history. Birds, plants and 
mammals will appear in his slide show presentation as he 
concentrates on three areas: the Pribilofs, Denali National 
Park and Attu Island. We have heard that his slides are 
fabulous and that he is a great speaker. Don't miss it! 

Monday, November 18: HBC member Todd Highsmith, now 
the Public Information Coordinator for Manomet Bird 
Observatory, returns to Amherst, where he earned his PhD in 
ornithology, to speak about his research on blue-winged 
warblers. 

Monday, December 9: The annual holiday party when 
members bring their own natural history slides, Christmas 
Counts are planned and we eat, eat, eat! 

HBC FIELD TRIPS 

Checking out the field trips offered for October we 
find that Morris Lainer (527-9412) heads for Plum Island for 
hawks & late shorebirds this Saturday, the 12th (sorry this 
is so last minute); Jan Ortiz (549-1768) will lead a 
mid-week sparrow search next Wednesday, the 16th; and Harvey 
Allen (253-7963) will take a walk around the Ludlow 
Reservoir on Saturday, the 26th. Please call the leader to 
get times, etc., and to register. 



Scott Surner tells us that the Memorial Day Monhegan 
weekend trip (yes, I'm talking about the end of May, 1992) 
has three signed up already! That trip seems to contain a 
built-in self-starting mechanism. This is first 
notification. If you know you want to go or want to get 
some information about the trip call him at 253-7486. 

OTHER INTERESTING BIRD STUFF 

A word about the Wayne Petersen Waterfowl Birding 
Workshop that is being co-sponsored by the HBC and the 
Hitchcock Center. There will be a lecture on Thursday 
evening, October 17 and a one-day field trip on Saturday, 
October 19, which, much to our surprise, still has room for 
more birders. This is a rare opportunity for beginning and 
advanced birders alike. Anyone who has taken a course or 
workshop led by Wayne will attest to his remarkable 
knowledge and teaching skills. If you have even given it 
passing thought, please think again - this is really an 
opportunity that is worth considering! Call the Hitchcock 
Center at 256-6006 for cost and other specifics. I remind 
you that Wayne will also be giving a workshop on Gulls in 
November (the 14th and 17th). 

Scott Surner will be leading a Hitchcock sponsored 
field trip to the South Shore on October 26. There is room 
for a few more participants. Call the Center at 256-6006 
for fee information and to register. 

On Saturday, November 16, Mass Audubon and the Forbush 
Bird Club will present the Third Annual Massachusetts 
Birders' Meeting in Shrewsbury. $20.00 will bring you a 
full day of speakers, slide shows, workshops and lunch. 
Call (617) 259-9500 X7401 or 7407 for information and 
registration. 

TO ADD TO YOUR OCTOBER CALENDAR 

The 13th (1903): Honus Wagner strikes out, first World 
Series ends. (Boston won!) 

The 15th: National Grouch Day and/or World Poetry Day 
(take your pick or read poetry grouchily). 

The 16th (1701): Yale founded by Congregationalists 
unhappy with liberal Harvard. 

The 26th (1785): Mules arrive in the U.S. 
(Don't forget to set your clocks back). 

Happy October! 

Sally, the Secretary 



Birding Workshops 
Pith Wayne Petersen 

Hitchcock C,entei 
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Hampshire Bird Club and the Hitchock Center are pleased to announce to their members that the following workshops 
are being offered this fall! HBC is very excited to be able to bring to its members these lectures and field trips of the 
highest quality . We hope that you will agree that this is a great opportunity for us and that you will support this project 
with your participation. 

Each workshop will include a weeknight lecture at the Hitchcock Center followed by a weekend field trip to Eastern 
Massachusetts. You may attend just the evening lecture. The field part of the workshop will be limited to 20 participants 
so an early sign-up is recommended. 

Waterfowl 
For many years ducks, geese, and swans have been domesticated, 
hunted, studied, and admired. As a result a great deal is now known 
about this large and diverse family of birds. 

With nearly thirty-five species of waterfowl occurring in Massachu-
setts annually, the opportunities for investigation and appreciation are 
many. In this workshop, topics to he covered include waterfowl 
adaptations, breeding biology, the peculiarities of waterfowl molt, 
-igration strategies. and helpful hints on identifying local species on 

.-: water and on the wing. Slides, specimens, and printed handouts 
will augment the indoor lecture session. 

A one-day field trip will provide a chance for participants to witness 
autumn sea duck migration at Manomet Point and to visit several 
inland South Shore localities where a variety of pond and diving 
ducks will be observed. As many as 25 species of waterfowl may be 
seen on the field trip. 

Lecture: Thursday, October 17 7:30-9:30 PM 
Field Trip: Saturday, October 19 
Pre-registation by: October 3 

Time to be announced 

Wayne R. Petersen 
Wayne R. Petersen is a field ornithologist for the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society. He has been involved in bird study for over thirty 
years, during which time he has written many papers on birds, has 
given workshops for BIRD OBSERVER and the Institute for Field 
Ornithology in Maine, has lectured widely on ornithology,and has 
taught ornithology courses for Manomet Bird Observatory, the Cape 
Cod Museum of Natural History, and Lesley College. He contributed 
a number of species accounts to The Audubon Society Master Guide 
to Birding and is currently the American Birds New England regional 

litor for the nesting season and the Christmas Bird Count. Wayne is 
international tour leader for the Massachusetts Audubon Society 

and Field Guides. Inc. The HBC was pleased to have Wayne give a 
presentation on shore birds at our March meeting last year. 

Gulls 
Gillis consistently confound and confuse birders by their complex 
plumages, protracted maturation process, and their sheer abundance. 
Furthermore, gulls manifest a number of of interesting biological and 
evolutionary principles not so readily observed in many bird groups. 
For these reasons, lands make a model group to study to hone 
identification techniques and at the same time to acquire knowledge 
of some basic bird biology. 

In this workshop on Massachusett's gulls, topics on gull biology, 
evolution, ecology, historical status and identification of local species 
will be covered. Through the use of slides, study skins and discussion, 
participants will be introduced to the subleties of land molt and to the 
many complexities affecting the aging process of gulls. 

A full day trip to Newburypon will provide an opportunity for the 
group to put to use the information gained from the evening session. 

Lecture: Thursday, November 14 7:30-9:30 PM 
Field Trip: Sunday, November 17 Time to be announced 
Pre-registation by: November 1 

Cost per workshop 

Lecture & Field Trip or Field Trip only 

Members $35 
Non-members $40 

Lecture only Members $12 
Non-members $15 

Trips will be held unless weather is outrageously bad. 
There will be car pooling from the Hitchkock Center for the field trips 


