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The monthly meeting on Monday. May 13,7:30 p.m. at the Hitchcock Center features John Kricher, 
Professor of Biology at Wheaton College, who will present a program entitled "Ecology of Winter Migrants 
In Belize". John is an expert in the entire field of neotropical biology and has written extensively on the 
subject. His program will feature an overview of where and why migrants go to winter in the neotropics. 
He will focus on his own research on winter site fidelity in Belize. We are indeed fortunate to have him 
with us. A short business meeting will precede the program. We are required by the By-laws to elect 
Board officers and members for the coming year at our May meeting. The nominating committee (Magda 
Bechar, chair; Shirley [Inborn and Al Richards) will present the following slate for your approval: Jan 
Ortiz (President), Morris Lainer (Vice President and Program Chair), Al Richards (Treasurer), Sally Venman 
(Secretary), Bob Bieda, Shirley Hilborn, Pat Lynch, and Scott Surner (Members-at-Large) and Jim Marcum 
(Immediate Past President). Nominations will also be accepted from the floor, if seconded. 

ZOUNDS!!!! 

The Purple- breasted, Eight-toed, Ridge-crested Sapfoolery bird made its first recorded Western 
Massachusetts appearance on May 26 in a dogwood tree in my back yard, not 20 feet from my kitchen 
window. It. preened and posed in perfect light for at least 10 minutes and I have no doubt as to its 
identity. Unfortunately, I was alone at the time and my instamatic was without film so Scott is refusing 
to accept it as a legitimate sighting. Ah - the perils and frustrations allied with proper bird 
identification. So, I've missed my one chance to get my name "in the book". The road to fame is indeed a 
rocky one. 

Spring is certainly a time when unusual sightings are possible and the HBC is giving you lots of 
opportunities to get out there to make them - and with other people so that your veracity will not be 
questioned. 

Starting on Tuesday. May 7 and continuing every Tuesday and Thursday throughout the month, the Club 
sponsors an early morning bird walk through Wildwood Cemetery in Amherst. No need to register - just 
meet the leader at the gate at 6:30 a.m. The walk is designed to finish at about 8:00 a.m. so you can catch 
some warblers before work. 

On Saturdays May 11 Paul Champlin will lead a trip to Mt. Auburn Cemetery. Call him at 253-4104 if you 
are interested. 

On Saturday. May 18 the annual 1991 Arcadia Bird-a-thon is being planned (actually it runs from 6:00 p.m. 
Friday, May 17 - 6:00 p.m. Saturday, May 18). Teams of birders and individuals representing Arcadia will 
search the state for as many species of birds as they can find. You can participate in this fundraiser by 
being part of an Arcadia team, going out on your own, or by sponsoring a team or an individual. HBC 
members will be involved. For more information call Tom Gagnon 584-6353 or Arcadia at 584-3009. 

On Saturday, May 25 Bob Bieda will take us to Plum Island in search of shorebirds and warblers. Call him 
at 527-2623 to register. 

If you wish to plan ahead (and in case I don't get the June reminder out in time) Al Richards (556-2761) 
will go to Plymouth Beach on Saturday. June 1; Jim Marcum (549-1613) will search for southern warblers in 
Connecticut on Saturdays June 8; and Tom Gagnon (584-6353) will be conducting the breeding census at 
Grave's Farm in Williamsburg on Sunday. June 9. Again looking forward, be sure to put June 10 on your 
calendar. This final meeting of the year will feature Paul Rezendes presenting his program "A Year with 
the Common Loon". 



MORE BIRD-STUFF TO DO 

On Friday. May 3 at 8:00 p.m., ornithologist Stephen W. Kress, Director of National Audubon Society Puffin 
Project, Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, will present a program entitled "Restoring Puffins and Terns 
to Maine Islands" at Smith College's Clark Science Center. 

On Saturdays May 4 from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (rain date is May 5) there will be an open house at the 
UMass Hadley Farm on North Maple Street. David Ziomek (chair of HBC Conservation Committee) will be 
there to give out information on this important birding spot. Stop by, see the facility, learn about the 
birds that inhabit or pass through that area and hear what is being done to protect and enhance it. 

The Hitchcock Center's Newsletter lists the following: Chris Davis will present a program entitled "Birds 
of Prey" on Sunday. May 5, 4:00 p.m. He will speak on their natural history and will have live birds with 
him. The program is suitable for children. On Tuesday. May 21 7:30 p.m. there will be another "Birds of 
Prey" presentation also featuring live bird demnnstration by Tom Picard'. (in Thursday. June 6 Becky 
Fields will give a slide show and lecture on "Journey to Alaska". She will include Bald Eagle surveys, 
nesting bird studies and migratory bird habitat around Prudhoe Bay in her presentation. Both Chris and 
Becky are HBC members and have given very popular Club programs. If you missed them or if you want a 
repeat, here is your chance! Call the Center at 256-6006 for more information. 

Rudd Stone is recuperating from recent illness at Heritage Hall, North Building, Room 225, Cooper Street, 
Agawam, MA 01001. I am sure he would love hearing from his friends. 

And a few more reminders for your calendar, compliments of your full-service secretary: The month of 
May is National Asparagus Month! May 3 - Pete Seeger's 72nd birthday; May 8 - the first unassisted 
triple play in 1878 - AND-  Ostrich mating season begins; May 12 - Mothers Day; May 22 - Toothpaste 
tube was invented just 99 years ago; May 25 - Babe Ruth hit his last homerun (#714) in 1935; May 27 - 
Memorial Day; June 4. - 42nd Anniversary of the day that Dick Tracy married Tess Trueheart after an 18 
year engagement. 

HAPPY BIRD SEARCH 

q )c$S1Q-\

Sally Venman, Secretary 


