
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
August, 1991 

GREETINGS FROM YOUR BIRD BOARD! 

It is hard to believe that a whole year has passed since the 
last "take out the old checkbook" letter was sent. For those of 
you who have known the joys and privileges of membership, I 
remind you that now is the time to make sure that the joys and 
privileges continue. For those of you who do not know us, allow 
me to elucidate: the Hampshire Bird Club is an organization that 
brings together people who enjoy watching birds, either as a 
casual hobby or to the point of addiction. We are a good source 
of information for those just getting started or for those who 
would enjoy knowing more about the natural history of birds. We 
welcome anyone interested in birding regardless of experience or 
level of expertise. 

As a member you wil l receive monthly newsletters or 
postcards (some more wordy than others) describing regular 
programs, field trips, news of happenings of interest to birders, 
and whatever else your inventive Bird Board can come up with. 
You wil l earn the privi lege of getting frostbite by participating 
in local Christmas Bird Counts (not mandatory); a place on the 
Rare Bird Alert telephone tree (if desired); and access to a 
lending library. Through the VOICE (an up-to-date recorded 
telephone service) you wil l learn what birds are being seen, what 
trips are being planned and any other bird news fit to broadcast. 
All this, and as a new member, you will receive the treasured and 
truly amazing MEMBERSHIP PACKET fil led with membership-only kinds 
of information. 

Membership Information Is enclosed. Al l forms should be 
returned to me, Sal ly Venman, 43 Ridgecrest Road, Amherst, MA 
01002. Please make checks payable to the Hampshire Bird Club 
If you wish to be on the Rare Bird Alert, note that I need to 
receive that form by September 23. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monthly meetings are held at the Hitchcock Center in 
Amherst, September through June, at 7:30 pm. Al l programs are 
free and open to the publ ic. 

Monday. September 16; Our opening speaker, HBC member 
Alison Whitlock, is a graduate student at UMass with lots of bird 
banding experience and lots of great slides of song birds in 
hand. She has pictures of Magnol ia Warbler-type beauties that we 
can ooh and aah over and pictures of "1.b.j's" (little brown 
jobs) and "confusing fal l warblers" (thank you, Mr. Peterson) to 
give us a chance to play "Name that Bird." AND -- attention you 
ID special ists! She also has some slides of serious mystery 
birds (a mystery even to her) to chal lenge the best of you. Come 
join us for the first meeting of the year. Share your Big Bird 



Stories, greet old friends or meet us for the first time. It's a 
nice way to start the fal l routine! 

October 21: Noble Proctor, wel l known birder and trip 
leader with a wonderful reputation as a speaker and program 
presenter, will be with us to present his program on "Birding 
Alaska." 

FIELD TRIPS 

The HBC offers two different types of trips: regular and 
fee-based. Regular field trips wil l be to spots easily reached 
and explored in one day. These trips are open to the general 
publ ic. No costs other than travel, meals and incidental fees 
will be involved. It is our policy to ask that you call the trip 
leader to register so that he/she can plan for the size of the 
group and can notify people if a change is necessary. Fee-based 
trips are general ly for a longer period, usual ly a week-end, 
where costs are predetermined and participants pay in advance. 
Participants in these trips must be HBC members. 

It is also our policy to car pool whenever possible and to 
share in driving expenses. It is recommended that transportation 
costs be set at a minimum of $.20 per mile per car plus tol ls and 
parking fees. Al l persons in the car wil l be expected to share 
costs equally. 

Saturday. August 24: Bob Bieda wil l be leading us on a 
half-day search for shorebirds in Western Massachusetts. Cal l him 
at 527-2623 for more information. 

Saturday. September 14: Jim Marcum wil l lead an al l-day 
trip to Plum Island. You can sign up by calling Jim at 549-1613. 

Wednesday. SePtemtler 18: Jan Ortiz will help us to Improve 
our identification skil ls as we view the exciting fal l hawk 
migration. Cal l her at 549-1768 for more information and to sign 
up. 

The annual fal l week-end trip to Monhegan Island is being 
planned for September 26 - 29 (Thursday - Sunday) and wil l be led 
again by Scott Surner. (Note that this is not over the Columbus 
Day week-end this year). For those unfamiliar with this trip, it 
is a great way to experience the fal l migration (with help from 
experienced birders) and is tremendous fun! If you think you 
might be Interested in the joining the group, It would be wise to 
cal l Scott immediately (253-7486) for information and costs. 
This trip fil ls up fast! 

HITCHCOCK NEWS 

The Hitchcock Center is offering a series of Birding Field 
Trips this fal l. Scott Surner has planned four exciting day-long 
trips to shoreline sanctuaries and observatories: Plum Island on 
September 7, Cape Ann on October 5, South Shore on October 26, 
and Cape Cod on November 23. These trips are limited to 12 



people to ensure that participants have plenty of time to get al l 
of their questions answered. Scott welcomes beginners and 
seasoned birders al ike. NOTE: These trips are offered as a 
series. Pre-registration is required by August 27. FEE: $60.00 
for Hitchcock Center members; $70.00 for non-members. Cal l the 
Center at 256-6006 to register. 

The Center is now taking orders for its fal l Bird Seed Sale. 
A wide variety of seeds is available and your purchase helps 
support the programs and services of this worthwhile 
organization. The Bird Club has offered its support by agreeing 
to be at the Center on seed pick-up day to answer questions about 
birds and bird feeding, either in person or by phone. We wi l l 
also help by making del iveries if needed. To order your bird 
seed cal l the Center at 256-6006 by Friday, September 13. Pickup 
day is Saturday, September 21, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm. And, a 
Hitchcock reminder: HBC members receive a 10% discount on al l 
items at the Hitchcock Gift Shop. 

and now 

$$$ THE PITCH $$$ 

Congratulations! You have arrived at the end of this 
letter! Now is the time to take pen in hand and fil l in the 
blank spaces on the membership form. Simply place it (if you 
want to be a member), the signed release form (if you want to go 
on field trips), the signed Rare Bird Alert form (if you want to 
be alerted), and a signed personal check, or equivalent (if you 
want us to take you seriously) in a stamped envelope addressed to 
Sal ly, the fingers behind the word processor. And PRESTO 
your YEAR OF THE BIRD wil l become a reality! 

Sincerely, 

eci61 
Sally Venman, Secretary 

P.S. If by any chance you could possibly have any questions 
after plowing through the above il lumination, other than 
"why does she write so much?" please feel free to cal l me at 
549-1098, or Jan Ortiz (President) at 549-1768. 



HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
RARE BIRD ALERT 

1991-1992 

telephone tree is used to alert interested members to rare birds in the 
area. Twenty-three sightings were successful ly reported last year: 
MacGil l ivrey's Warbler and LeConte's Sparrow (Peabody - 10/13/90), 
White-fronted Goose (Ouabbin - 10/14/90), Ross' Goose (Addison, VT - 
10/31/90), Wood Sandpiper (Rye, NY - 11/1/90), Sand Hil l Crane (Belchertown 
- 11/4/90), Western Kingbird and Northern Shrike (Belchertown - 11/9/90), 
Clay-colored Sparrow (Hadley - 11/11/90), Tropical Kingbird (New Haven, CT - 
11/13/90), Black-backed Woodpecker (Upton - 12/11/90), Northern Hawk Owl 
(Springfield, VT - 12/22/90), Snowy Owl (Ouabbin - 12/27/90), Lark Sparrow 
(Northampton - 1/13/91), Barrow's Goldeneye (Holyoke - 2/6/91), Northern 
Tree-toed Woodpecker (Rhode Island - 2/13/91), Tufted Duck (Rhode Island 
(2/13/91), Greater White-fronted Goose (Cheshire 3/21/91), Snow Goose 
(Sunderland 3/22/91), Northern Lapwing (New Scotland, NY - 3/22/91), Tundra 
Swan (Northampton 3/24/91), Wilson's Phalarope (Hatfield - 5/1/91), and 
Glossy Ibis (Hadley - 5/10/91). 

-2-fs was true last year, the VOICE wil l be used to report local sightings of 
interesting birds. This should meet the needs of many of us. For those of 
us who are more interested in going after rare or unusual birds, the Rare 
Bird Alert telephone tree will be activated. There wil l be two categories: 

A. For rare birds in the Pioneer Val ley only. 
B. For rare birds in the Pioneer Val ley and beyond. 

Signing up for either category impl ies that you want to be cal led and are 
l ling to cal l at any time. The secret to making the tree work is 

-1dividual commitment to passing along the word. 

It is absolutely essential that you cal l the next person on the list 
immediately. If unable to reach that individual personal ly, you keep going 
down the l ist until you do reach someone. It is sti l l Your responsibi l ity 
to see that those not contacted are reached later on. Please do not sign up 
if you are only casual ly interested. 

People responding by September 23 wi l l be included on the first tree. An 
additional tree wil l be formed in December if enough people are interested. 

The Alert is for HBC members only. If you wish to be on the RARE BIRD ALERT 
telephone tree, please fil l out the following form, detach and return it 
with your membership form to Sal ly Venman, 43 Ridgecrest Rd., Amherst, MA 
'1002. 


