
HBC NEWSLETTER 
December, 1990 

Dear Friends, 

Before getting into the heart and soul of this dispatch, I have some public 
service announcements to make. 

Announcement #1: I am sending a MEMBERSHIP PACKET to all new members that will 
include the Club's By-laws, the field trip policy statement, the paper on birding 
ethics, updated Rare Bird Alerts from across the country, the feeder checklist and 
the "Dead Bird" sheet (what to do with a dead bird). Members from the last two years 
should have received this packet upon joining. If you did not, or want more, I will 
have extra copies at the meetings, or give me a call (549-1098). 

Announcement #2: As you will note when you call, the HBC VOICE has become the 
WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS VOICE OF AUDUBON. It is still the place to learn what birds 
have been seen in the area, to hear about events of interest to birders, and to 
report your sightings. To receive information call 253-2218. To report sightings 
call 256-1836. 

Announcement #3: If you joined the HBC after the RARE BIRD ALERT telephone tree was 
set up and would like to be included on the extended list please get in touch with 
Jim Marcum (549-1613) by December 15. 

May I be among the first to wish you a happy December - the month that brings 
us Hanukkah, Christmas, Boxing Day, two full moons and --- yes, it's finally here 
--- the ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT. I truly hope you have taken my early warnings 
seriously and will be fully prepared when the count down reaches the GREAT DAY! Ah 
- standing motionless for twenty minutes at 3:00 a.m. by a railroad crossing 
attempting to hear an owl responding to a tape with wind gusting to 50 mph; the 
numbness of the trudge through open fields at dawn listening for "chips" of birds 
who wouldn't be caught awake at that ridiculous hour; the intellectual challenge of 
accurate tabulation of thousands of starlings coming in for evening roost - how we 
love it! 

Actually this can be a very rewarding and enjoyable event. Sponsored by the 
National Audubon Society, the Christmas Count is a census of birdlife taken each 
year at the end of December. From a modest beginning in 1899 it has become a major 
information-gathering event with thousands participating across the continent. Fed 
into the computer, the data give densities of wintering bird populations and points 
out cyclical movements and evidence of changes in populations. When studied over 
the years, it is helpful in detecting trends and possible environmental problems. 

You don't have to be an expert and you don't have to count all day. In fact, 
you can participate by simply counting birds at your feeders in the warmth of your 
home. (That thought kept returning to me last year by that railroad crossing!) If 
you are a beginner, you will be put with a more experienced birder. Our local count 

covers an area on both sides of the river. It will take place on Sunday, December 

16 and we'll be organizing it following the December meeting. If you are interested 
in participating but can't attend the meeting, please call Scott Surner (253-7486) 

for information and assignment east of the Connecticut. If you plan to count west 

of the river, Chris Hill (585-5138) is the person to call. Following the count 
there is a potluck supper at Arcadia at 6:00 p.m. when the day's count of the whole 

area will be compiled. There will be similar counts at Springfield on December 15 
(call Mort Bates at 783-6411), at Quabbin on December 29 (call Scott at 253-7486) 

and at Greenfield on December 30 (call Mark Fairbrother at 367-2695). There is a 

fee of $5.00 per person which goes to American Birds to help defray the costs of 

compiling and publishing the count rest.O.ts. 



The meeting on Monday, December 10, at the Hitchcock Center at 7:30 p.m. is the 
annual holiday party. Members are asked to bring a snack or dessert to share and up 

to 10 natural history slides to show. Remember that we shall be organizing the 

local Christmas Bird Count following the meeting. 

January Events 

On Tuesday, January 1 be ready for the BIRD BLITZ, our annual search for local 

birds. It's a great way to start the year and your year list. Coming just after 

all the Christmas Counts, our leader, Scott Surner, should know where to find the 

birds. Meet at the Hitchcock at 7:00 a.m. Call Scott (253-7486) if you want to 

join the group. 
On Saturday, January 5 Bob Bieda will take us on an all day trip to Cape Ann 

and Plum Island. Be sure to call him at 527-2623 if you wish to go. As you know, 

interesting birds can show up any place at that time of the year and Bob may wish to 

change the destination. 
Chris Davis returns with live birds for our first meeting of 1991, Monday, 

January 14, 7:30 at the Hitchcock Center. His topic is "Falconry". 
Saturday, January 19 will be a walk into East Quabbin by way of Gate 40 with 

Morris Lainer. Please call him at 527-9912 if you are interested. 
David Spector will be giving a lecture entitled "Introduction to Birdwatching" 

on January 24 though the Hitchcock Center. He will also be teaching a class on 
Winter Bird Watching, beginning on February 3. Please call the Hitchcock Center at 

256-6006 for more information and to register. There is a fee. 
Enclosed with this letter is a copy of the notice of a truly exciting exhibit 

entitled Pioneers of Bird Illustration that is being presented by the Worcester Art 

Museum December 4 - January 27. Think of seeing the works of Mark Catesby, Thomas 

Bewick, Alexander Wilson and John James Audubon all in one place at one time - what 
an opportunity! 

Future Events 

Looking.forward to future meetings: on February 11 Don Kroodsma will present a 

program giving an update on his latest research; and on April 8 Wayne Petersen is 

scheduled to give a program on shorebirds. More details later. 
It seems a long way in advance, but if you want to go to Monhegan Island over 

Memorial Day this spring, call Scott NOW at 253-7486 and get your name on the list! 

Miscellaneous 

I have information to pass on to those who know Kenneth Young, a former member 

and birder from Newburyport. I recently received a letter from his wife informing 

me of an injury he sustained last winter that has left him a quadriplegic. If you 

want more information give me a call. 

And as a rather important and timely extra - if you haven't visited the gift 

shop at the Hitchcock Center lately, you really should do so. It is full of 

wonderful gift items and there are many things of interest to bird watchers. What 

they don't have on hand they can order for you. And remember that HBC members 

receive a 10% discount on all purchases.. 

And that should do it for this month! 
HAPPY DECEMBER! 

Sally Venman 
Secretary 



PIONEERS IN BIRD ILLUSTRATION 
December 4, 1990 — January 27, 1991 

at the 
Worcester Art Museum 
55 Salisbury Street 

Worcester, Massachusetts 01609 
508.799.4406 

John James Aumbon 

Pioneers in Bird Illustration 
Catesby, Bewick, Wilson and Audubon 

Number of pieces: 
50-60 framed prints 
12-15 engraved 

intrepretive panels 
photos 
maps 

The 1700s and 1800s were marked by a 
great surge of interest in natural history. 
This trend is beautifully exemplified by the 
de...clopmenr of iNustrated books on 
The best of these books was produced by a 
small group of artist-naturalists who 
combined skills in ornithology and art to 
record the splendor of birds for others to 
enjoy. In the process, these pioneers — 
Mark Catesby, Thomas Bewick, Alexander 
Wilson and John James Audubon — 
created a new art form and changed our 
attitudes toward nature. 
Pioneers in Bird Illustration features original 
prints from Catesby's Natural History of 
Carolina, Florida and the Bahamas 173/-
1743, Bewick's History of British Birds 1797-
1804, Wilson's American Ornithology 1808-
1814, and Audubon's The Birds of America 
1827-1838. Through these images, the 
exhibit frames a window on how America's 
wild heritage was first seen by these early 
explorers. Mark CatesbY's 11 years of 

tramping through the southern colonies 
culminated in the first illustrated natural 
history of North America. Alexander 
\,-Yilsuil.s definitive work on American birds 
helped tie our national identity with 
wilderness and wildlife. The centerpiece of 
the exhibit will be prints from the Bell 
Museum's double-elephant folio of 
Audubon's Birds of America, the most 
dramatic of the books. The exhibit also 
includes a set of prints and original 
engraved wood blocks by Thomas Bewick, 
whose work stimulated Britain's fascination 
with natural history. 
This exhibition celebrates the rich resources 
in ornithological art that have not been 
previously recognized. While providing an 
eyewitness account of the discovery of 
America's wildlife and documenting the 
evolution of an art form, Pioneers in Bird 
Illustration demonstrates the links between 
scientific advancement and artistic 
creativity. 



EXHIBITION: 

DATES: 

CONTENT: 

PREVIEW: 

PROGRAMS: 

EXHIBITION 
ORGANIZATION 
& SUPPORT 

HOURS & 
ADMISSION 

FACT SHEET 

PIONEERS OF BIRD ILLUSTRATION 

December 4, 1990 through January 27, 1991 

The eighteenth and nineteenth centuries were marked by a great 
surge of interest in natural history. Beautifully illustrated 
books on birds were produced at the time by a small group of art-
ist-naturalists who combined their skills in ornithology and art 
to record the splendor of birds for the enjoyment of all. These 
four English and American pioneers - Mark Catesby, Thomas Bewick, 
Alexander Wilson and John James Audubon - created a new art form 
and changed America's vision of and attitude toward nature. The 
exhibition features over fifty engravings, etchings and relief 
prints, many hand-tinted with watercolor, supplemented by a se-
lection of printing blocks, maps and photographs. The prints on 
view document the evolution of an art form that joined scientific 
inquiry with artistic creativity to express a vivid appreciation 
of the inherent value of wildlife and the wilderness. 

The preview party for the exhibition will be held on Saturday, 
December 8, from 6 pm - 8 pm. For members of the Worcester Art 
Museum and Massachusetts Audubon Society. 

The Worcester Art Museum has organized a full program of related 
events and activities beginning Sunday, December 9 with OUTSIDE-
IN DAY. Throughout the exhibition there will be lectures, tours, 
slide talks, hikes and films. A full listing concludes the exhi-
bition press release and is summarized in the calendar of events. 

Organized by the James Ford Bell Museum of National History in 
Minneapolis, the exhibition at the Worcester Art Museum is sup-
ported by the Britta Jeppson Curatorial Fund. In an effort to 
combine art and science, the Worcester Art Museum and the Mass-
achusetts Audubon Society have joined together for this exhibi-
tion and related events. 

The Worcester Art Museum is open from 11 am - 4 pm on Tues, Wed, 
and Fri; 11 am - 8 pm Thurs; 10 am - 5 pm Sat; and 1 - 5 pm Sun. 
Admission: $3.50 adults; $2 senior citizens and college students 
with a current I.D. Visitors 18 and under are free. Free admis-

sion to all on Saturdays with entrance from 10 am - noon, cour-
tesy of Shaw's Supermarkets. For information on exhibitions and 

events call 508.799.4406 or visit the Worcester Art Museum at 55 
Salisbury Street, Worcester, MA 01609. 

Photographs and slides of works in the exhibition are available through the 
Public Information office: Gretchen Harris 508.799.4406 extension 256. 
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Tuesday, December 11, 2 pm 
Thursday, December 13, 7 pm 
Thursday, January 24, 7 pm 

Christmas Bird Count/Tour of the 

Exhibition Join in the spirit of 
this nation-wide event by identify-

ing the species in the exhibition and 

the permanent collection with Museum 

docent and birderlMark Lynch)as your 

guide. 



12 Rare Bird Alerts 
United States 
Alabama 

vide (205) 987-2730 

ska 
Statewide (907) 248-2473 

Arizona 
Phoenix (602) 832-8745 
Tucson (602) 798-1005 

Arkansas 
Statewide (501) 753-5853 

California 
Arcata (707) 826-7031 
Los Angeles (213) 874-1318 
Monterey (408) 375-9122 

Updates (408) 375-2577 
Morro Bay (805) 528-7182 
Northern California 

(415) 528-0288 or 524-5592 
Sacramento (916) 481 -01 18 
San Bernardino (714) 793-5599 
San Diego (619) 435-6761 and 

(619) 479-3400 (daily updates) 
Santa Barbara (805) 964-8240 
San Francisco (415) 528-0288 
SW Sierra/San Joaquin (209) 782-1237 

Colorado 
St,--t..‘wide (303) 423-5582 

lecticut 
Sratewide (203) 254-3665 

Delaware 
Statewide (215) 567-2473 

District of Columbia 
Districtwide (301) 652-1088 

Florida stc...tc....,;6c (st-3) 
Lower Keys (305) 294-3438 
Tallahassee (904) 222-2084 

(6pm-6am on weekdays. 
24 hrs on weekends) 

Idaho
Southeast (208) 236-3337 

Illinois 
Central Illinois (217) 785-1083 
Chicago (708) 671-1522 

Indiana 
Statewide (317) 259-0911 

Iowa 
Sioux City (712) 262-5958 
Statewide (319) 338-9881 

Kansas 
Statewide (913) 329-4499 

>iana 
b on Rouge (504) 293-2576 
New Orleans (504) 246-2473 

Maine 
Statewide (207) 781-2332 

GEORGIA\ 
SA-ttir-w:(9,e- &64) 5-09 -61(19 

Maryland 
Statewide (301) 652-1088 
Harford County (301) 638-0290 

Rhode Island 
Statewide (401) 231-5728 
To Report (401) 231-6444 

Massachusetts South Carolina 
Boston (617) 259-8805 Statewide (704) 332-2473 
Western Mass. (413) g6z9§226 2 S3 -)2 is 

( 4 ' 3) 256- , 836 
Michigan 
SE Michigan (313) 278-4288 
Statewide (616) 471-4919 

Minnesota 
Duluth (218) 525-5952 
Statewide (612) 544-5016 

Mississippi 
Coast (601) 467-9500 

Missouri 
Kansas City (816) 795-8177 
Statewide (314) 445-9115 
51. 1.-0%. 5 (314) 9Z2-539
Montana 
Statewide (406) 721-2935 
To report (406) 728-1296 

Nebraska 
(5pm-8am) (402) 453-0724 

New Hampshire 
Statewide (603) 224-9900 

(M-F: 5pm-9am, 
weekends: 24 hrs) 

New Jersey 
Cape May (609) 884-2626 
Statewide (201) 766-2661 

New Mexico 
Statewide [505) 662-2101 

New York 
Albany (518) 439-8080 
Buffalo (716) 896-1271 
New York (212) 832-6523 
Rochester (716) 461-9593 
Su,ro-cu 5 t, L2 /5) lo8/ —70 3 9 
NortR Carolina 
Statewide (704) 332-2473 

Ohio 
Cincinnati (513) 521-2847 
Cleveland (216) 289-2473 
Columbus (614) 221-9736 
Blendon Woods Metro Park 

(614) 895-6222 
SW Ohio (513) 277-6446 
-{_cdttia..0-12)--8012523: 14 
Youngstown (216) 742-6661 

Oregon 
Statewide (503) 292-0661 
Southern Oregon (503) 826-7011 

(10pm-6am weekdays only) 

Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia (215) 567-2473 

and (301) 652-1088 
Western Penna. (412) 963-0560 
Wilkes-Barre (717) 825-2473 
OKLAROMA 

Ottleo.-.0 rma- c- -1-%i (-tc.5") 313-453i 

Austin (512) 451-3308 

Tennessee
NStoatriehwci 

Texas 
Statewide (713) 821-2846 

6L 7636 

ed net )611 (58)1375)  
Lower Rio Grande Valley (512) 565-6773 
San Antonio (512) 733-8306 
Sinton (512) 364-3634 

Utah 
Statewide 

Vermont 
Statewide (802) 457-2779 

(M-Sat: 5pm-8am, Sun: 24 hrs) 
Virginia 
Statewide (804) 929-1736 

and (301) 652-1088 

Washington 
Statewide (206) 526-8266 

Wisconsin 
Statewide (414) 352-3857 
Madison (608) 255-2476 

(except 9-3 weekdays) 
Wyoming 
Statewide (307) 265-2473 

Canada 
Alberta 
Calgary (403) 237-8821 

British Columbia 
Vancouver (604) 876-9690 
Victoria (604) 592-3381 

Nova Scotia 
Provincewide (902) 852-2428 

Ontario 
Provincewide (519) 586-3959 
Ottawa (613) 596-4888 
Windsor/Detroit (313) 278-4288 
Windsor/Pt. Pelee (519) 252-2473 
Hamilton (416) 648-9537 
Long Point Bird Obs. (519) 586-3959 

Quebec 
Eastern Quebec (in French) 

(819) 778-0737 

Saskatchewan 
Regina (306) 545-2825 

g -173o 
(801) .,.iLL-Li.4.47 

NOTE - Underlined phone numbers have been up-
dated since the last listing 

Please make it your responsibility to notify us of 
changes. Write ABA's Colorado Springs of-fice, of 
call us on the toll-free line: (8001 634-7736 


