
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 
August, 1990 

Greetings from your Bird Board! 

It is hard to believe that a whole year has passed since the 

last "take out the old checkbook" letter was sent. For 
those of you who have known the joys and privileges of 
membership, I remind you that now is the time to make sure 
that the joys and privileges continue. For those of you who 

do not know us, the Hampshire Bird Club brings together 
people who enjoy watching birds, either as a casual hobby or 
to the point of addiction. We are a good source of 
I nformation for those just getting started or for those who 
would enjoy knowing more about the natural history of birds. 
We welcome anyone interested in birding regardless of 
experience or level of expertise. 

As a member you will receive monthly newsletters or 
reminders (some more wordy than others) describing regular 
programs, field trips, news of happenings of interest to 
birders, and whatever else your inventive Bird Board can 
come up with. You will also earn the privilege of getting 
frostbite by participating in local Christmas Bird Counts 
(not mandatory); a place on the Rare Bird Alert telephone 
tree (if desired); and access to a lending library and to 
current birding information available through the VOICE, an 
up-to-date recorded telephone service. All this, and by 
acting immediately, you will receive the treasured and truly 
amazing MEMBERSHIP PACKET filled with secret membership-only 
information!!!! 

Membership information is enclosed. All forms should be 
returned to me, Sally Venman, 43 Ridgecrest Road, Amherst, 
MA 01002. Please make checks payable to - the Hampshire Bird 
Club. If you wish to be on the Rare Bird Alert, note that I 
need to receive that form by September 15. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monthly meetings are held at the Hitchcock Center in Amherst 
on the second Monday of each month (exception - October 15), 
September through June, at 730 p.m. All programs are free 
and open to the public. 

On Monday, September 10 Chris Page, HBC Board Member and 
enthusiastic local birder will present a slide program on 

"Birding Grand Marian Island: Blue Grosbeaks to Harlequin 

Ducks". Situated on a major Eastern flyway in the Bay of 

Fundy, the Grand Manan Archipelago has long been renowned as 

a bird watcher's paradise with over 240 species of birds 
making the island their home. This active fishing community 

also boasts of fresh water lakes, meadows of wild flowers, 



sand beaches, craggy cliffs, and hiking trails. It is no 
wonder that Chris returns to this sanctuary as often as 
possible. Come join us on the 10th. Share your Big Bird 
stories, greet old friends or meet us for the first time. 
It's a nice way to start the fall routine! 

On October 15 Thomas Martin, naturalist-photographer from 
New York City, will present a program entitled "Tweet, 
Tweet." Tom is well known to many Club members who have met 
him on Monhegan Island trips. Many of his photographs have 
appeared in major field guides and natural history 
publications. His wit and wisdom assure a special and fun 
evening! 

Looking further down on the calendar be sure to save 
November 19 when David Klingener, Professor of Zoology at 
the University, will present a program entitled "Mechanics 
of Flight: Birds, Bats, Pterosaurs," and December 10 for the 
holiday party and members' slide show which always has a few 
surprises. Programs scheduled for winter and spring 
include the return of Don Kroodsma with his latest research 
and Chris Davis, falconer, with live birds. 

FIELD TRIPS 

Enclosed with this letter is a list of this year's Field 
Trips as planned by the Field Trip Committee. Future 
Membership mailings will include reminders and additions as 
they occur. Trips are open to any interested person, but it 
is Club policy that you need to be a member to go on weekend 
trips. 

A note on the Monhegan Island trip over Columbus Day Weekend 
(October 5 - 8). Scott Surner has been announcing this trip 
on the VOICE and it is filling rapidly. If you think you 
might be interested in joining the group, it would be wise 
to call him immediately (253-7486) for complete information 
and cost and to get on the list. Remember that membership is 
necessary for this trip. 

The Hitchcock Center is offering several public programs and 
classes that will be of interest to birders. A five session 
workshop on "Bird Banding" with David Spector as instructor 
will begin on Saturday, September 15. Enrollment is limited 
to a maximum of six participants. David will also be 
teaching an eight week course on "Ornithology for 
Birdwatchers" which will meet Wednesday evenings beginning 
September 19. On Friday, October 26, John Green will be 
giving a slide-lecture on "The Gannets of Bonaventure." Jan 
Ortiz and Scott Surner will be leading a "Plum Island and 
Cape Ann Birdwatching Trip" on Saturday, December 1. Fees 
are charged and pre-registration is required for all except 
for John's slide lecture. Call the Hitchcock at 256-6006 
for more information. 



Hitchcock is now taking orders for its fall bird seed sale. 
A wide variety of seed is available and your purchase helps 
support the programs and services of this worthwhile 
organization. The Bird Club has offered its support by 
agreeing to be at the Center on seed pick-up day (Saturday, 
September 15) to answer questions about birds and bird 
feeding, either in person or by phone. We will also help 
by making deliveries if needed. We could use your help in 
this project. Please call Jan Ortiz at 549-1768 if you can 
volunteer a few hours. To order your bird seed call the 
Center at 256-6006 no later than Friday, September 7. A 
reminder that HBC Members receive a 10% discount at the 
Hitchcock Gift Shop (20% on items over $25.00). There are 
books, binoculars, and feeders, to mention only a few 
bird-related items and they will special order for you. 

Please take the time to read the latest information on the 
Manomet Bird Observatory (MBO) Birders' Forum project from 
Jan Ortiz. It suggests something concrete that we as 
individuals can do to help alleviate a very real and serious 
problem. 

Congratulations! You have arrived at the end of this letter 
Now is the time to take pen in hand and fill in the blank 
spaces on the Membership Form. Simply place it (if you want 
to be a member), the signed release form (if you want to go 
on trips), the signed Rare Bird Alert Form (if you want to 
alert rare birds) and a signed personal check, or equivalent 
(if you want us to take you seriously) in a stamped envelope 
addressed to Sally, the fingers behind the word processor. 
And PRESTO your YEAR OF THE BIRD will become a reality. 

Sincerely, 

Sally Venman, Secretary 

IMPORTANT REMINDER! 
I'll bet you didn't realize that there are ONLY one hundred 
and five (105) days left before the local 1990 Christmas 
Bird Count' I Be Prepared: Don't be left out in the 
cold without HBC protection: 

JOIN NOW""'"' 



HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
1990-1991 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

The membership form for this year has several new features. The first dues 
increase since the HBC was founded in 1984 has occurred. The Board wishes to 
continue to offer first class programs, and fees and transportation costs for 
speakers can be expensive. Outstanding programming has been one of the 
hallmarks of our club and we are sure that you want to see this continued. This 
necessitates the increase in dues. Also the supporting membership category has 
been expanded into three levels and the list of participant opportunities which 
you may check off at the bottom of the form has been expanded. 

MEMBERSHIP - REGULAR 

Individual @ $9.00 

Family @ $15.00 

MEMBERSHIP - SUPPORTING 

Birder (includes HBC decal and Bird News) CO $25.00 

Big Birder (includes decal and Bird News) CO $50.00 

Rare Birder (includes decal and Bird News) @ 100.00 

SUBSCRIPTION 

Bird News of Western Massachusetts @ $4.00 

Four issues per year with the first likely to arrive in the 
spring. Full year subscriptions are not available after 
April 1. Subscriptions $6 for non bird club members. 

HBC DECALS 

$1.25 each or five for $5.00 

GRAND TOTAL ENCLOSED 

Please make checks payable to the Hampshire Bird Club and send to Sally 
Venman, 43 Ridgecrest Road, Amherst, MA 01002 along with this form. 

N ame  Please check the activities listed 
below in which you are interested: 

Address  Attending Board meetings 
Occasionally providing refreshments 
Leading fieldtrips 

City  Presenting program 
State ZIP  Committee service 

Conservation Projects Comm. 
Fieldtrips Committee 

Home Phone  Refreshments Committee 
Work Phone  Other (Please explain) 



H.B.C. RARE BIRD ALERT 

A telephone tree is used to alert interested members to rare birds in 
the area. Fifteen sightings were successfully reported last year. 

Birders saw, or attempted to see, Common Black-headed Gull (Hadley, 
10/3), Hudsonian Godwit (Hadley, 10/19), Green-tailed Towhee 
(Brattleboro, VT 12/22), Short-eared Owl (Sunderland, 1/18), Ross' 
Gull (Gloucester, 2/1), Short-eared Owl (Hadley, 2/1), Cassin's Finch 
- ? (Athol, 2/3), Yellow-headed Blackbird (Northampton, 3/24), 
Loggerhead Shrike (Athol, 3/26), Fork-tailed Flycatcher (Concord, 
5/2), Cattle Egret (Gill 5/17), Golden-winged Warbler (Gill, 5/17), 
Red-headed Woodpecker (Deerfield, 5/17), Curlew Sandpiper (Plum 
Island, 7/7), and Eared Grebe (Gloucester, 7/7). 

As was true last year, the VOICE will be used to report local 
sightings of interesting birds. This should meet the needs of many of 
us. For those of us who are more interested in going after rare or 
unusual birds the Rare Bird Alert telephone tree will be activated. 
There will be two categories: 

A. For rare birds in the Pioneer Valley only. 
B. For rare birds in the Pioneer Valley and beyond. 

Signing up for either category implies that you want to be called 
and are willing to call at any time. The secret to making the 
telephone tree work is individual committment to passing along the 
word. 

It is absolutely essential that you call the next person on the 
list immediately. If unable to reach that individual personally,
you keep going down the list until you do reach someone. It is 
still your responsibility to see that those not contacted are 
reached later on. Please do not sign up if you are only casually 

interested. 

People responding no later than September 15 will be included on 
the first tree. An additional tree will be formed in December if 
enough people are interested. 



BIRD CLUBS ORGANIZE TO AID RESEARCH ON 
MIGRANT BIRDS 

First Project: A Used Binocular Drive. 

Hampshire Bird Club has joined with Manomet Bird Observatory and 17 
other state bird clubs to form MBO/Mass. Birders' Forum a network 
of bird clubs working to establish ties with research, 
conservation, and education groups in Latin America. 

Birders are mobilizing in a promising new effort to help protect 
threatened birds and their habitats throughout the Western 
Hemisphere. The idea for a network focusing around bird 
conservation strategies grew out of the sense of emergency that 
pervaded a symposium on the ecology and conservation of migrant 
birds sponsored by MBO last December. The overriding message from 
the conference was that certain populations of birds are declining 
and that deforestation in the tropics and habitat fragmentation in 
North America may be accelerating this ominous trend. 

On the final day of the symposium a delegation of Latin American 
scientists delivered an eloquent plea for help: "Migrant birds do 
not recognize political borders. To save these species we must 
begin to have a similar perspective of the hemisphere," said Luis 
Naranjo of Columbia. Among the problems facing researchers, Dr. 
Naranjo noted, is the fact that binoculars, scopes, and banding 
supplies are often prohibitively expensive or simply unavailable in 
Latin America. There are many trained field biologists, eager to 
understand what is happening to birds and habitats in their 
countries, who must struggle along ill-equipped for the task. 

Responding to this need, the Forum's initial project is a used 
binocular drive ( used spotting scopes and tripods would be 
welcomed also). No matter how "unworthy" you feel that old pair of 
binoculars up in the attic might be, it is still better than 
nothing and may be much better than what someone is currently 
using. 

Anyone who would like to donate used equipment may bring it to the 
Hitchcock Center during regular Center hours or to the Hampshire 
Bird Club meetings on September 10, October 15 or November 19. 

In September, all HBC members will be receiving from Manomet the 
Forum's first newsletter which will include more detailed 
information about this exciting new project. If you have any 
questions about the Forum or how to donate call Jan Ortiz 549 - 
1768. 


