
HBC NEWSLETTER 

Dear Friends - 

Before getting into the heart and soul of this dispatch, I have some public service 
announcements to make. 

Announcement #1: I am sending a MEMBERSHIP PACKET to new members. Included in is 
exciting package: the by-laws, the field trip policy, cross-country rare bird a e7t 
telephone numbers, the famous dead-bird sheet (what to do with a dead bird), and a fecer 
checklist. Last year's members should have already received this packet. If not, or if 
you want more just give me a cal l (549-1098). 

Announcement #2: Remember to use the HBC VOICE (updated weekly) to learn what birds 
have been seen in the area and to hear about events of interest to birders. Call 
253-2218 to receive information. To report sightings or to leave messages call 
256-1836. Scott passes the sighting information on to Seth Kel logg and it becomes part 
of the record for the Biro News of Wester:-; '.!asf setts. He asks that you leave your 
name and phone number, identify the bird or birds, and say when, where, how many. 

Announcement #3: Remember to use the LIBRARY. The Club has many books for lending. 
Some members are happy to lend books but prefer to keep them in their own l ibraries. 
Others have donated their books which I am storing for the time being. I have a complete 
l ist of who has what. There are many field guides highlighting regions across the U.S. and 
in foreign countries. There are books with general information and books focusing on 
specific species. If you have books you are wi l l ing to lend please give me a cal l 
(549-1098). We lack guides to birds of the Northwest U.S. at this time. It's very helpful 
having this information when going on a trip to a bird-infested area. Call me at 549-1098 
for information. 

Announcement #4: If you joined the HBC after the RARE BIRD ALERT telephone tree was 
set up and would like to be included on the extended list please get in touch with Jim 
Markum at 549-1613 or Sal ly Venman at 549-1098 by December 15. 

AND NOW BACK TO OUR REGULARLY SCHEDULED PROGRAM: 

Let me be among the first to offer you hol iday greetings and remind you that only fourteen 
(14) preparation days are left before the gala 1989 Christmas Count. Don't let the event 
sneak up on you this year. Start training your body NOW to face the rigors of the 
winter owl search; the numbness of the trudge through open field at dawn l istening for 
'chips' from birds who know better than to be wasting energy on birdwatchers at dawn in 20° 
weather; and of course the real intel lectual chal lenge of accurate tabulation of thousands 
of starl ings coming in for evening roost. Actual ly this can be a very rewarding and 
enjoyable event. Sponsored by the National Audubon Society, the Christmas Count is a 
census of birdl ife taken each year at the end of December. From a modest beginning in 
1899 it has become a major information-gathering event with thousands of birders counting 
lairds across the continent. The sheer scope of the data col lected has scientific 
significance. Fed into the computer, the data give densities of wintering bird 
populations and points out cycl ical movements and evidence of changes in populations. When 
studied over the years, it is helpful in detecting trends and possible environmental 
problems. You don't have to be an expert and you don't have to count al l day. In fact you 
can participate by simply counting birds at your feeders. If you are a beginner, you wil l 
oe out with a more experienced birder. Our local count covers an area on both sides of the 
river. (Each census is restricted to a circle with a diameter of fifteen milu!_; and must 
not overlap other count circles.) It wil l take place on December 17. We'l l be 
organizing the Count fol lowing the December 11th meeting. If you are interested in 
participating but can't attend the meeting, please cal l Scott Surner (253-7486) for 



information and assimment. If you plan to count west of the river, Chris Hill (259-1318) 
is the person to call. Fol lowing the count there Is a potluck supper at Arcadia at 6:00 
p.m. when the day's count of the whole area will be compiled. There wil l be a similar 
count at Ouabbin on December 30. If interested in participating, cal l Scott. 

The meeting on December 11 is the annual holiday party at the Hitchcock Center at 
7:30 p.m. Members are asked to bring a snack or dessert to share and favorite slides to 
show, if desired. Since this is a bird club, pictures of birds would seem logical, but 
any subject depicting the natural world will be fine. (Last year your secretary slipped in 
a colorful shot of her beautiful grandchild performing as the third bumblebee on the right 
in her ballet recital, and was told that this natural event was definitely not acceptable. 
You can use that pronouncement as a guide.) 

On Monday. January 1 be ready for the BIRD BLITZ, our annual search for local birds. 
It s a great way to start the year and your year list. Coming just after all the Christmas 
Counts, our leader, Scott Surner, should know where to finc the birds. Meet at the 
Hitchcock at 7:00 a.m. Call Scott at 253-7486 if you want to join the group. 

On Saturday. January 6 Bob Bieda wil l take us on an al l day trip to Cape Ann and Plum 
Island. He'll leave at 5:00 a.m. but asks that you call him at 527-2623 if you wish to 
go. As you know, Interesting birds can show up any place at that time of the year and Bob 
may wish to change the destination. 

John Green, noted local naturalist-photographer wil l be presenting a program entitled "The 
Everglades" at our regular monthly meeting on Monday. January 8 (7:30 p.m. at the 
Hitchcock Center.) This special program, combining narration, music and slides will 
highlight wading bird behavior, the role of the alligator in this complex ecosystem and 
the many habitats of the "Glades". Those of us who have seen this program will attest to 
John's sensitivity and knowledge of the natural world, photographic skills and his ethi--' 
techniques. His work can be seen this month on exhibit at the Hitchcock Center. 

On Saturday. February 10 the annual Raptor Count will take place. "A piece of cake," 
said the cold Christmas Count Birder. This count is made from warm cars, with warm 
friends and frequent hot chocolate breaks. It runs from 7:00 a.m. until noon. Call Scott 
at 253-7486 if interested. 

Please note the enclosed list of the present membership and Board members. The HBC Board 
meets (almost) regularly on the Monday after the regular monthly meeting. Any member s 
welcome to join us - cal l one of us for detai ls. 

Information describing the winter BIRDING CLASS offered by the Hitchcock Center and 
taught by Jan Ortiz Is enclosed. While designed for the beginning birder it is a great 
way to brush up on the basics. Enrollment is limited. You will need to cal l the 
Hitchcock Center at 256-6006 to register. There is a fee. 

And final ly, please note the enclosed announcement of a new service to birders offered by 
the Hitchcock Center giving special discounts to NBC members. The Hitchcock has been 
overwhelmingly supportive of the Club since its inception. Please help Hitchcock and 
treat yourself to some easy holiday shopping. 

If you have stayed with me for this long you are to be congratulated! The future promises 
informative postcards or short letters. Anything longer than one paragraph wi l l be the 
Board's fault, not mine! 

Happy December to al l of you - 

Sally, the Secretary 


