
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
August, 1989 

Attention members: It is necessary to break into your summer tranquil l ity 
for a moment to bring you the fol lowing important bul letin: YOUR HAMPSHIRE 
BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP IS RUNNING OUTI I I I I I I 1

OH, HORRORS! 

A tention Potential Members: I break into your summer tranquil l ity for 
a moment to invite you to take advantage of the rare opportunity to become 
a part of an organization with benefits and privileges chal lenging 
description and boggling the mindl l l l l l i l 

OH, JOY! 

Benefits of membership include a bi-monthly Newsletter bringing information 
'Thout programs and field trips (I remind you that your Bird Club planners 
ver sleep in their constant search for special programs and projects to 

increase the knowledge and delight the soul of even the most jaded 
birdwatcher); the privilege of getting frostbite by participating in local 
Christmas counts (not mandatory); access to a lending library; a place on 
the Rare Bird Alert telephone tree, if desired; access to current birding 
information available through the VOICE, an up-to-date recorded telephone 
service; and a soon-to-be-famous membership packet fil led with assorted 
goodies al l birders wi l l cherish. 

OH, WOW! 

There are three categories from which to choose. For the independent-type 
Individual, $7.00 wil l reserve you a spot. For those who wish to be 
categorized as Fami ly (more than one member in a household) al l the 
rights and privi leges of membership are yours for $12.00. Then there is 
that special category that is said to entitle the subscriber to one l ife 
bird every other month and three rare birds -er the course of the year. I 
speak, of course, of the category entitled Sqpporter which is yours for 
$25.00 or more. On a serious note, you shou d know that dues are our only 
source of income. We want to continue to bring you qual ity programs and as 
you are al l aware, costs are going up. If you could join as a SupPortinq 
member this year, it would be greatly appreciated! 

Membership information is enclosed. All forms should be returned to me, 
c l ly Venman, 43 Ridgecrest Road, Amherst, MA 01002. Please make checks 

/able to the Hampshire Bird Club. If you wish to be on the Rare Bird 
Alert, please return that form no later than Saturday. Septembqr 16. 



MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monthly meetings are held at the Hitchcock Center in Amherst on the second 
Monday of each month (except in October when it is the third Monday), 
September through June, at 7:30 unless otherwise stated. 

September 11. 6:00 p.m. - POTLUCK PARTY! Come and greet old friends or 
meet us for the first time. Bring your Big Bird stories, your appetite, 
and food to share (enough for 8 - 10 people). If your last name begins 
with the letter - 

A - M: Bring a main dish 
N - S: Bring a salad 
T - Z: Bring a dessert 

There will be a hot pot and instant drinks available and the Club will 
provide plates, cups, napkins, utensi ls and ice. Friends, family and 
potential bird people al l welcome! Fol lowing the meal there will be a 
short meeting to introduce our plans for the year and to describe some of 
the trips and projects from past years. 

October 16 - Greg Budney, curator of Cornel l Laboratory of Ornithology s 
Library of Natural Sounds wi l l present a program entitled "The History of 
Bird Sound Recording". LNS houses the largest col lection of wildl ife 
sounds in the world numbering over 65,000 recordings. Included in this 
number are recordings of over half the world's 9,000 species of birds. This 
--ows increasingly useful as a source for researchers and conservationists, 
pecial ly as bird species and subspecies become rare or extinct. Greg has 

recorded bird sounds in North America, Peru, Ecuador, Kenya and the 
Galapagos Islands and several of his recordings appear on the Peterson 
Field Guide to Eastern Bird Songs which was produced in the LNS studio, 
as was The National Geographic Guide to Bird Songs. 

Save November 13 when Scott Surner wil l present a program on Appledore, 
and December 11 for the annual hol iday party when members show their own 
slides and when plans are made for the local Christmas Counts. But more of 
those later. 

FIELD TRIPS 

Field trips are open to al l . We offer both local and long distance trips 
to birding "hot spots" throughout the year. Cost, if any, is minimal, but 
participants are asked to share in the cost of carpooling. We also ask 
that participants sign a Release of Al ] Demands form which is enclosed with 
this letter. 

On Saturday. August 26 Bob Bieda is planning a biking field trip to 
Graves Landing at Quabbin Reservoir starting at Gate 40 to look for shore 
birds. Check with Bob at 527-2623 for greater detail and to register. 

Also on Saturday. August 26 the Hitchcock Center is sponsoring an al l day 
1-,ip to Plum Island led by Jan Ortiz and Scott Surner. Cal l the Hitchcock 

:Iter at 256-6006 to register. There is a fee. 



On September a Scott Surner wil l lead an al l day trip to Appledore, one 
of the smal l islands in the Isles of Shoals, about forty-five minutes off 
shore from Portsmouth, NH. Plans are to meet at 7:30 a.m. at Portsmouth 
for an easy boat trip out to the island where we wil l have the opportunity 
to observe bird banding, seeing many different species in hand. Space is 
l imited for this trip, but there are sti l l a few spots left. Cal l Scott at 
253-7486 if you are interested. There wi l l be a fee. 

Tom Gagnon is planning a real birding adventure. The Connecticut Warbler 
is an extremely difficult bird to find in our area but Tom has been 
successful in past years and would l ike to share the search with any of us 
wi l l ing and able to do what is necessary to increase our chances of 
success. This wil l be a somewhat rugged trip. Hiking boots or sturdy 
shoes and walking sticks are a must. We wil l be moving fast through heavy 
undergrowth on the flood plains somewhere in the Meadows in Northampton. 
The trip wi l l take place on the afternoon of September 23. Wi l l this be a 
l ife bird for you? There is no guarantee, but Tom may wel l be your best 
bet for seeing it. Contact him at 584-6353 if you want to join the 
bush-whackers. 

Scott is going to lead a trip over Columbus Day weekend to Monhegan 
Island to observe the fal l migration. We wil l leave on Friday morning, 
^-tober 6 from Port Clyde, Maine and return on Monday. October 9. 

proximate cost wil l be $160.00 per person. This includes the boat trip 
over, lodging and two meals per day. Not included are transportation costs 
to Port Clyde, parking and baggage fees, tips, lunches and snacks, and an 
optional lobster dinner on the Island. The HBC has made this very popular 
trip many times over Memorial Day weekend for the spring migration. This 
wi l l be the second time we have visited in the fal l. Scott needs to know 
how many wi l l be going very soon so if you wish to join us, please cal l him 
at 253-7486 without delay. 

There are some very interesting birding events in the works which members 
will be informed of as the year progresses. In the interest of saving 
money, this wil l be the only letter I wil l send to the names I have on the 
general mai l ing l ist. From now on it wil l be to members only. So, folks, 
don't be left out. Get out the old checkbook, become a member of the HBC 
and treat yourself to a year with the birds! 

Sincerely, 

?is1QQ, — 
lly Venman, Secretary 


