
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB NEWSLETTER 
April, 1989 

Dear Friends, 

Before spring fever totally overcomes my abi l ity to function in front of 
the word processor, my sense of duty to al l birders out there compels me 
to write about Bird Club events for the remainder of the year. 

MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETINGS 
(Hitchcock Center. 7:30 p.m.) 

Monday. April 10: Clif Read, former program director for the Hitchcock 
Center now working as a naturalist in charge of interpretive services at 
Quabbin Reservoir will present a program on Senegal and the Gambia. On his 
trip to West Africa, a fascinating part of the world wnere tremendous 
numbers of wintering European species can be found, he had the experience 
of going on one of the first (if not the first) organized birding 
expeditions up the Gambia River with Peter Alden. Clif will share with us 
his experiences of viewing Reef Herons in their native habitat as well as 
Abyssinian Rol lers, sunbirds (ecological equivalent of our hummingbirds), 
weavers, River Eagles and Palm Nut Vultures. He wil l also discuss wi ldlife 
preserves and local conservation issues. 

Monday. May 8: Rebecca Field, Unit Leader, Massachusetts Cooperative 
Wildlife Research Unit, University of Massachusetts, will present a program 
entitled "Birds, Biologists, Blizzards, and Bears: Avian Studies on the 
Northern Coast of Alaska". She has spent the past three summers on the 
coastal tundra of northern Alaska studying birds and their habitat for the 
U.S. Fish anj Wildlife &L-vice. The purpose of the study is to provide 
information to help with management decisions in areas slated for future 
oil and gas development. She will show slides of tundra birds and other 
animals, life in tundra camps, and wil l give preliminary results of the 
study which is finishing up this year. 

Monday. June la: PARTY! This wil l be a pot-luck supper and wil l begin 
at 6:00 p.m. at the Hitchcock Center. Please bring a dish to share with 8 
to 10 people. If your last name begins with the letter 

A - M: Bring a main dish 
N - S: Bring a salad 
T - Z: Bring a dessert 

It might be a good Idea to bring a blanket to sit on should we decide to 
stay outdoors, and something to drink if you want something other than the 
usual hot pot with instants. We'l l have plates, cups, napkins, utensils, 
and ice. Friends, family and potential bird people al l welcome! 

A WINDOW ON SONGBIRD MIGRATION 

Please read the enclosed announcement tel ling about a very special meeting 
on Wednesday. May 3 which the Club is co-sponsoring. We are very 
fortunate to have a representative from such an outstanding organization as 
Manomet Bird Observatory presenting a program to the Western Massachusetts 
birding community. Trevor Lloyd-Evans Is a noted ornithologist and a 
popular speaker. It is interesting to note that the entire April issue of 
Sanctuary (Mass. Audubon's publ ication) is devoted to the decline of 
songbird populations, the topic of Trevor's talk. It promises to be a very 
interesting and worthwhile evening. We are hoping to attract a large 



turnout and encourage you to attend. If wel l received we would like to 
offer similar programs in the future. There wi l l be a reception immediately 
fol lowing the program to which you are al l invited. Refreshments wil l be 
served. The Board asks that anyone able to help by donating food or servals 
on the food committee (a one-time commitment) to please cal l David Spec'', 
at 545-0068 or 253-5873. Your help would be greatly appreciated. 

BIRDING in the FIELD 

Saturday. April 8: Allan Richaras wl 1 lead a day trip to Plum Island. 
He wil l be leaving at 5:00 a.m. from the Hitchcock Center. Don't forget 
your lunch and layers of clothing In case of cold weather, and don't forget 
to call Allan at 665-2761 to let him know you are interested in going 
along. 

Saturday. May 6: A quiet walk into Quabbin by way of Gate 40 led by Bob 
Bleda. There will be plenty of time to savor the birds, the emphasis being 
on enjoyment rather than listing or searching for any one species. The 
group will leave from the Hitchcock Center at 6:30 a.m. Bring lunch if you 
want to stay the whole day. Cal l Bob at 527-2623 if interested. 

MAY MORNING WARBLER WALKS: (May 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 25, and 30) These 
wil l be early morning walks (6:30 - 8:00 a.m.) in Wildwood Cemetery. Meet 
the leader at the entrance (Strong Street in Amherst). No pre-registration 
required. 

Saturday. June 3: A full day trip (bring lunch) to the Salem area in 
Connecticut in search of the Hooded, Cerulean and Worm-eating warblers led 
by Jim Marcum. If time permits there wil l be a side trip to Devil's Hop 
Yard State Park in Fast Haddam. (7 1! Jim At 540-1613 if intPre-ts-4. 

WEEKEND TRIPS 

Memorial Day Weekend - May 26-29): There is still room for a few more on 
the annual trip to Monhegan Island led by Scott Surner. The cost wil l be 
In the neighborhood of $160.00 per person, which includes the boat trip 
over, lodging and two meals per day. Not included are transportation costs 
(about 500 miles round trip - we share the cost of car-pooling), parking 
fee, lunches and snacks, and an optional lobster dinner on the Island if 
desired. Call Scott at 253-7486 for more details. 

CONNECTICUT LAKES TRIP - June 23-25: We'l l be staying in Pittsburg, New 
Hampshire. This beautiful and fascinating area is the birthplace of the 
Connecticut River and boasts acres of timberlands, mountains, lakes, 
streams and forest trails. Highlights expected by trip leader Tom Gagnon 
are the Common Loon, Black-backed Woodpecker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, 
Yel low-bellied Flycatcher, Common Raven, Boreal Chickadee, Gray Jay plus 20 
species of breeding warblers. However, birds are not the only reason for 
visiting this picturesque area. There is a good chance of seeing Black 
Bear, Moose and Snowshoe Hare, plus magnificent fields of wildflowers. 
Canoeing (if we can get some canoes) and just enjoying the natural world 
make this trip especial ly appealing. We'll be staying in a comfortable 
cabin which has a ful ly-equipped kitchen and other "necessaries." Cost wil l 
be in the neighborhood of $55.00. Not included in this is the shared coat 
of transportation and food which each person is responsible for. We pl 
on leaving Friday morning (June 23) and returning home late afternoon on 
Sunday (June 25). The trip is limited to 12 people so cal l Tom at 584-6:-"--' 
if you are interested or to get further information. 



MISCELLANEOUS BITS and PIECES 

In accordance with our Bylaws, the annual meeting of the HBC is heid in May 
and at that time the membership votes on the Board of Directors (President, 
Vice President/Program Director, Treasurer, Secretary, and five members at 
large, including the immediate past president) who wil l keep the 
organization going for another year. The nominating committee (David 
Spector, Chair; Deedee Minear and Jeff Zehr) wi l l present a slate to be 
voted on at that time. They welcome any suggestions from the membership. 
Please contact one of them. 

As many of you already know, The HBC official Pil iated Woodpecker logo 
(created by Chris Page) is no longer a myth and can be seen (and purchased) 
In the form of a decal for your car window, or perhaps on the window of 
your house stating that "this house is protected by an attack woodpecker.' 
The creative possibilities are endless. At the unbelievably low price of 
only $1.25 one (1) decal can be yours. If you are economy minded or have 
five cars, you can purchase five (5) for the price of $5.00 - What a 
bargain! It/they will be at the monthly meetings or, if you wish, you can 
send me (Sal ly Venman, 43 Ridgecrest Rd., Amherst, MA 01002) your request, 
a check made out to the Hampshire Bird Club and a self addressed stamped 
envelope for speedy return. 

Pete Westover and the the Conservation Commission in Amherst, are asking 
area birders for help this spring in locating the fol lowing in Amherst: 

(1) the location of raPtor nests 
(2) %;se cf ponds t.r. watercwi ancl wa-'!ncl t!rd-.7 
(3) Woodcock singing grounds. 

This wi l l assist the Commission land acquisition and land management plans 
and wil l improve the basel ine data on birds and habitat in town. He is 
also inviting bird experts to accompany trip leaders on planned spring 
trai l walks along the Robert Frost Trai l (al l start at 2:00 p.m.): 

Apri l 16 - Holyoke Range from Notch Visitor's Center (John Aldrich); 
May 7 - Lawrence Swamp (Lisa Mott); 
June 11 - Leverett (Bil l Davis). 

You can reach Pete at the Conservation Service in Amherst at 256-0413 if 
you have anything to report or questions to ask. 

And final ly, there are two more names to add to the membership list for 
1988-1989: 

Doug Roy 
549-1359 

Dave Stemple 
247-5016 (h) 545-2372 (w) 

271 Puffton Vil lage 
Amherst, MA 01002 
Box 27 
Hatfield, MA 01038 

HAPPY SPRING TO ONE AND ALL! 

Sincerely, 

Sal ly Venman, Secretary 



A WINDOW ON SONGBIRD MIGRATION 

Are our songbird populations declining? If so, what factors are 
contributing to this situation? 

Manomet Bird Observatory has been studying these issues for 20 
years. On Wednesday, May 3rd at Hampsnlre College, Senior Research 
Biologist at Manomet, Trevor Lloyd-Evans will present a lecture-
slide show. He will discuss the origin of the amazing migration 
strategies of landbirds, and the feeding ecology of the migrants 
as they stop over at MBO. This window on migration includes warbler 
populations, which breed from New England to the limits of the tree 
line in Canada, and winter principally in the Caribbean and Central 
and South America. He will also consider the factors that affect 
populations of landbirds in their breeding and wintering grounds. 
These include the effects of modern North American forestry 
practices, persistent pesticides, fragmentation of their habitats 
due to human development, and tropical deforestation, which will 
totally eliminate tropical forests in Central America by the year 
2000 if it continues at present rates. 

Trevor Lloyd-Evans came to Manomet in 1972 from the British Trust 
for Ornithology. His work includes long-term banding and population 
studies of many migrant species. He has conducted field work on 
warbler populations in the muskegs of Ontario, the conifer forests 
of Gaspe, Quebec, wintering areas of Belize in Central America, and 
at the 18 acre research site at MBO on the coast of Massachusetts. 

Won't you join us for this very important program sponsored by 
Manomet Bird Observatory, Hitchcock Center, Hampshire Bird Club and 
the School of Natural Science at Hampshire College? 

DATE: Wednesday, May 3 at 7:30 p.m. 

PLACE: Franklin Paterson Hall, Hampshire College. 

FEE: Members $ 7,6C Non-Members $ (46'0 



HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

The annual business meeting of the Hampshire Bird Club will be held on May 
8, 1989 at the Hitchcock Center for the Environment at 7:30 p.m. This 
brief session will be conducted prior to the regular program meeting. 

The Nominating Committee, consisting of David Spector, chair; Dee Dee 
Minear and Jeff Zehr, has presented the following slate of candidates: 

President 
Vice-president 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Board Members 

(Past-president) 

* Incumbent 

MAY PROGRAM 

* Jim Marcum 
* Jan Ortiz 
* Sally Venman 
* Allan Richards 
* Bob Bieda 

Ged Dorman 
* Chris Page 

Manly Price 
* Scott Surner 

Rebecca Field, Unit Leader, Massachusetts Cooperative Wildlife Research 
Unit, College of Food and Natural Resources, University of Massachusetts, 
will present a program entitled "Birds, Biologists, Blizzards, and Bears: 
Avian Studies on the Northern Coast of Alaska." She has spent the past 
three summers on the coastal tundra of northern Alaska studying birds and 
their habitat for the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The purpose of the 
study is to provide information to help with management decisions in areas 
slated for future oil and gas development. She will show slides of tundra 
birds and other animals, life in tundra camps, and will give preliminary 
results of the study which is finishing up this year. 

JUNE PROGRAM 

Our June 12 meeting will be a pot-luck supper beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Hitchcock Center. Please bring a dish to share with 8 to 10 people. If your 
last name begins with the letter: 

A through M: Bring a main dish 
N through S: Bring a salad 
T through Z: Bring a dessert 

You may wish to bring a blanket to sit on should we decide to stay outdoors, 
and something to drink if you want something other than the usual hot pot 
with instants. Plates, cups, napkins, utensils, and ice will be provided. 
Friends, family and potential birders are all welcome! 
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Coming events May -June 1989 
May 8, Monday. Monthly meeting and Alaskan birds.. 
Rebecca Field, Unit Leader, Mass. Cooperative Wildlife Research 
Unit, Univ. of Mass., presents "Birds, Blizzards, and Bears: Avian 
Studies on the Northern Coast of Alaska," about her research on 
bird populations in northern Alaska for the USFWS. 
Hitchcock Center, Amherst, 7:30 P.M. Free. 

May 6, Saturday. Field trip to Gate 40 at Quabbin. 
A quiet, all day walking trip led by Bob Bieda; call him at 
527-2623 for details or to sign up. 

May 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 25, and 30, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Warbler Walks at Wildwood Cemetery, 6:30-8:00 A.M. 
Meet at the gate on Strong Street in Amherst at 6:30. 

June 3, Saturday. Southern warblers trip to Connecticut. 
All day trip (bring lunch and share expenses) to look for the likes 
of Cerulean, Worm-eating, and Hooded Warblers. Call trip leader 
Jim Marcum at 54971613 for details. 

June 12, Monday. Monthly meeting and annual June party! 
Pot luck dinner and informal program. Please bring food to share. 
Everybody welcome. Hitchcock Center, Amherst, 7:30 P.M. Free. 

June 23-25, weekend. Boreal birds trip. 
Weekend trip (cost around $55) to the Connecticut Lakes region of 
northern New Hampshire to look for birds such as the Black-backed 
Woodpecker, Boreal Chickadee, etc. Call trip leader Tom Gagnon at 
584-6353 for details or to sign up. 

As always, call the Voice of the Hampshire Bird Club at 253-2218 
for the latest sightings. 


