
HBC NEWSLETTER (December, 1988) 

Dear Friends - 

The long awaited Membership Packet Is finally In your hands. You are now 
the proud possessor of all sorts of sembership-only privileged information 
that wil l warm your winter hours and make you wonder once again how you 
managed to manage without it. This Is brought to you by your forward 
thinking Bird Board. Please contain your eagerness 7:.0 rip into the contents 
for a moment and read on because beyond this paragraph lies news of future 
events and happenings that you wil l need to know and will want to put on 
your calender. 

Our annual Hol iday Party wil l be held on Monday. December 12 at 7:30 at 
the Hitchcock Center. Members are asked to bring favorite slides to show. 
Since this is a bird club, pictures of birds would be logical, but any 
subject depicting the natural world wi l l be fine. (Your secretary has some 
colorful shots of her grandchild performing as third bumblebee on the right 
in her bal let recital, but she has been told that this is not acceptable.) 
You are also asked to bring a goodie to share (dessert or snack). After 
the program, plans wi l l be made for the annual Christmas Count which wil l 
be held on Sunday. Decembe: 18 Scott is the contact person for the area 
east of the Connecticut. If you are interested in participating but can't 
attend the meeting, please cal l him at 253-7486. If you are west of the 
river and wish to count in that area, Arcadia is in charge. Cal l them at 
584-3009 for your assignment. Fol lowing the count there wil l be a potluck 
supper at Arcadia at 6:00 p.m. when the day's count of the whole area wi l l 
be compi led. Birders from other areas welcome participants in their own 
local counts. If you are interested in participating in the Springfield 
count on December 17, cal l Morton Bates at 783-6411. For the Berkshire 
count on December 17, cal l Pamela Wetherbee at 458-3538 for the northern 
area or Dr. Edwin Neumuth at 633-6001 for the central area. For the Athol 
count on December 17, cal l Robert Coyle at (508)249-6083. For the 
Greenfield count on December 26, cal l Mark Fairbrother at 367-2695. And 
for the Quabbin count on December 31, cal l Scott Surner at 253-7486. 

On Sunday. January 1 be ready for the annual local BIRD BLITZ! It's a 
great way to start the year and coming just after al l the Christmas counts, 
our leader, Scott Surner should know where to find the birds. Meet at the 
Hitchcock at 7:00 a.m. Cal l Scott at 253-7486 if you want to join the 
group. 

On Monday. January 9, 7:30 at the Hitchcock Center Scott Surner wi l l 
present a program on Newfoundland showing slides taken on his trip there in 
July of 1986. Wel l-known in birding circles local ly and across the state, 
Scott was one of the founders and the former President of the HBC. 

On Saturday. January 14 Jim Marcum wi l l take us on an al l day trip to 
Cape Ann and Plum Island. He'l l leave at 5:00 a.m. but asks that you cal l 
him at 549-1613 if you wish to go. As you know, interesting birds can show 
up any place at that time of the year and Jim may wish to change the 
destination. 

Trips for February wi l l include the South Shore, Cape Cod and possibly 
Amherst Island. Looking far ahead, we wi l l again be spending Memorial Day 
weekend on Monhegan Island and we'l l travel to the Connecticut Lakes in 
June. More of al l that later. 



NBC VOICE - just a reminder that there Is a recorded telephone mes=age, 
updated weekly, just waiting for members to call and learn what br...:15 have 
been seen in the area and about events of interest to birders Call 
253-2218 to receive information. To report sightings or to eve 
messages cal l 256-1836. Scott passes the sighting information on to Seth 
Kel logg and it becomes part of the record for the Bir News cf Weste71-, 
Massachusetts. He asks that you leave your name and phone number. i=entify 
the bird or birds, and say when and where spotted and how many. 

If you joined the NBC after the RARE_ BIRD ALERT telephone tree was set up 
and would l ike to be included on the extended list please get in touch with 
Jim Markum at 549-1613 or Sal ly Venmen at 549-1098 by December 16. 

The NBC LIBRARY has many books that are there for the lending. Sally has 
the list and many of the books. Some members have books they are willing 
to lend but want to keep In their own library. Sal ly has that list as 
wel l. There are many field guides highlighting regions across the U.S. one 
to birds in foreign countries. There are books with general information anc 
books focusing on specific species. We welcome any donation of books or if 
you have books you would be willing to end but want to keep with you, 
please give Sal ly the list. For instance we lack guides to birds of the 
Northwest U.S. It is real ly very helpful to have this Information if you 
are going on a trip to a new and bird infested area. Cal l Sal ly at 
549-1098 for information. 

Please note the enclosed sheet describing a BIRDING CLASS offered by the 
Hitchcock Center and taught by Jan Ortiz. While designed for the beginninc 
birder it is a great way to brush up on the basics. Enrol lment is l imited. 
You wil l need to cal l the Hitchcock Center at 256-6006 to register. The 
is a fee. 

You should know that the NBC has donated seven bird feeders to the 
Hitchcock Center as a way of saying thanks for the years of support and use 
of the bui lding. The nursing home project led by Jan Ortiz is going very 
wel l. Seven nursing homes have participated so far with several more 
Interested. Jan is stil l looking for volunteers for the project. Call her 
at 549-1768. 

Chris Page's NBC logo is being made into decals and should be ready for 
purchase by the first of the year. 

And a final note - the NBC Board meets (almost) regularly on the Monday 
after the regular monthly meeting. Any member is welcome to join us - cal 
one of us for details. 

If you have stayed with me for this long you are to be congratulated! I 
promise postcards or short letters for the rest of the year. Anything 
longer than one paragraph wi l l be the Board's fault, not mine! 

Happy December to al l of you - 

Sal ly, the Secretary 



HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB, INC 

1.11h1[IED into POLICY 

1. Field trips are an essential activity of the Hampshire Bird Club providing an important 
means of increasing members' interest in and knowledge of birds and boding_ 

2. Field trips are open to all members of the HBC who have completed a Release of all 
Demands - Hold Harmless form for the current membership year. Non-members are also 
welcome to participate on a space-available basis, upon completion of release form. 

3. The HBC conducts two different types of field trips, regular and fee-based. 

Regular field trips will generally be less formal and will not require extensive planning 
by the trip leader. No costs other than travel, meals, and incidental fees will be 
involved. Participants must call trip leader in advance to express interest in the trip in 
order to allow for more flexibility and opportunity to change the trip itinerary should 
that seem desirable. 

Fee-based trips are those for which participants must pay m advance for predetermined 
costs. Such trips will generally require more planning by the trip leader, including, for 
example, the making of reservations for lodging and boat transportation when needed. 
Participants will be charged an amount equal to actual predetermined costs plus a 
prorated amount to cover the reimbursement of the leader's expenses as stated in Item 6, 
below. Participants who are not members of the HBC will be charged an additional ten 
dollars ($10). All fees shall be paid to the HBC Treasurer. Prepaid fees will be 
refunded, if feasible, whenever participation is cancelled due to extenuating 
circumstances. Any excess fees remaining after costs have been met, unless greater than 
ten dollars per person, will revert to the HBC treasury. 

4. It is recommended that automobile transportation costs for both regular and fee-based 
field trips be set at a minimum of fifteen cents per mile ($.15hrti.) per car plus tolls and 
parking fees. All persons in the car will be expected to share costs equally. 

5. Leaders of fee-based trips shall: 

a. Describe in writing the nature of the trip as completely as possible including the 
conditions of lodging, extra costs not covered by fee, the roughness of terrain, etc., and 
provide a list of what each participant should take on the trip. 

b. Upon return, provide the HBC Board with an itemized account of all income and 
expenses related to the trip including receipts for major expenses. 

6. Leaders of fee-based trips shall be reimbursed for all predetermined trip costs and 
incidental costs incurred in planning and arrangement (telephone, postage, etc.) and shall 
be given a per diem/honorarium of forty dollars ($40) to cover meals and minor incidental 
costs. With regard to auto transportation costs the leader will be considered a 
participant and expected to share the costs as described in Item 4, above. 

7. Leaders of all trips shall submit a list of birds identified on the trip to the HBC 
president who shall maintain the club's year and life lists. 
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THE BASICS OF BIRDING 
(Winter course offered by the Hitchcock Center. Amherst) 

Watching birds. Blrding is as simple as that. And winter 
birding is the perfect time to leisurely watch and enjoy resident 
and wintering species. 

This eight week class, taught by Jan Ortiz, Is designed for the 
beginning birder and for those who want to brush up on their 
birdlng ski l ls. Among the topics to be covered wil l be the 
selection and use of binoculars and field guides. A primary goal 
Is that the class participant become quite familiar with the 
common species In our area, and as we observe these birds at the 
feeder and in the field, we will discuss their behavior, natural 
history and identification. 

The class will meet on Saturday mornings from 7 a.m. until noon. 
Half of the morning will be spent In the warmth of the Hitchcock 
Center watching birds at the Center's feeders and talking about 
various aspects of birdlng. For the second half of the class, we 
wil l go out into the field and search for, among others, 
wintering hawks, owls and finches. 

There wi l l be two guest speakers: David Spector on "How to 
Identify and Misidentify a Bird, and Mark Mc Garigal on "Owls: 
Their Natural History and Identification." (This includes an 
optional "Owl Prowl" in the wee hours of the morning to look for 
Screech, Barred and Great-horned owls.) 

DATES : Saturdays on January 14, 21, & 28; on February 4, 11, 18 
& 25; and on March 4. 

TIME : 7 a.m. until noon. 
PLACE : Classes wi l l meet at the Hitchcock Center. Field trips 

wil l be local. 
COST : Hitchcock members $45.00. Non (Hitchcock) members $55.00. 

NOTE : You need to call the Center at 256-6006 to pre-register. 


