
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 

February 1, 1987 

ear Friends - 

With this bitter cold weather keeping all but the moat dedicated or deranged birders by 

the fireside, it seems an appropriate time to be sending a letter reminding you of warmer 

times to come and offering you interesting and entertaining things to look forward to. 

FEBRUARY 

Saturday. the 7th, ANNUAL RAPTOR COUNT. Anyone interested in taking part please call 

Scott at 665-3463. 

Sunday, the 8th,_ MITCHCOCX CEN7ER PROGRAM. Quabbin Eagles - Call Hitchcock Center at 

256-6006 for information and to register. 

Monday. the 9th, REGULAR MEETING (7:30, Hitchcock Center). Susan Smith, Associate 

Professor of Biological Sciences at Mount Holyoke College, returns to give a 

follow-up talk to "Flock Switching in the Black-capped Chickadee", an entertaining 

and informative presentation she gave at one of our first meetings in 1984. The 

title of this presentation is "Removal Experimenta on Winter Black-capped Chickadee 

Flocks". 

Saturday, the 14th, FIELD TRIP. Pine Plains, New York for winter raptors, led by Scott 

Surner. Leave Hitchcock at 6:00 a.m. (all day, bring lunch). Call Scott at 665-3463 

if interested. 

Saturday, the 14th and Sunday, the 15th. Mass. Audubon Census (see enclosure). 

Wednesday, the 25th, HITCHCOCK PROGRAM (7:30 p.a., Hitchcock Center). "Owls: the 

Silent Hunters", a program by Jell 2ehr (alight charge). 

laturday, the 28th, HITCHCOCK PROGRAM (3:00 to 6:00 a.m., Hitchcock Center). "Owl 

Prowl" - call the Center at 256-6006 for information and to register (slight charge). 

aturday, the 28th, FIELD TRIP. South Shore, led by Allan Richards. Leave Hitchcock 

at 6:00 as. (all day - bring lunch). Call Allan at 665-2761 if interested. 

MARCH 

Saturday, the 7th, FIELD TRIP. The Connecticut Shore, led by Dave Spector. Leave 

Hitchcock at 6:00 a.m. (all day, bring lunch). Call Dave at 253-5873 if interested. 

Monday, the 9th, REGULAR MEETING (7:30 at the Hitchcock Center). Curt Griffin, faculty 

member in the Department of Forestry and Wildlife at UMasa will present a program 

entitled "Breeding Strategies of Two Insular Birds of Prey: The Galapagos and 

Hawaiian Hawks". 

Saturday, the 28th, FIELD TRIP. Plum Island, led by Scott Surner Leave Hitchcock at 

6:00 as. (all day, bring lunch). Call Scott at 665-3463 if interested. 

Looking ahead - be sure to save April 13th for a view of Costa Rica's natural history and 

bird life by Net Drake and May 11th for a presentation on the Amazon by George Flores. 

More about that later. Hitchcock will be offering its annual spring birding class, led 

this year by Jan Ortiz and Chris Page. Also in the works is a beginning birding class for 

4th, 5th and 6th graders entitled "The Fledgling Birder". Both classes begin in April. 

Call the Hitchcock Center at 256-6006 for more information. 

ENCLOSURES 

The annual CardinaliMockingbirdiTufted Titmouse Census, sponsored by Hass. Audubon is 

eing held on February 14 and 15. The ease of taking this census makes it an interesting, 



satisfying proJect (yea, you can sit in your warn house and still count the birds for this 

one). I've enclosed the information sheet and a random scattering of the cards used for 

recording the field results. We were not sent enough of the latter to include in all 

these letters. If you don't receive one and wish to be a part of the survey, we will have 

extra cards at the February 9th meeting and I'll have some here I'd be happy to get to 

you - Just give me a call at 549-1098. 

With this mailing I'm including information on the third New England Regional Hawk 

Migration Conference to be held April 4th. I'm sure there will be some of us going so we 

could pool the driving - looks fascinating! • 

And as a SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP EXTRA, at NO extra coat (aren't you glad you decided to loin?) 

you will find enclosed a list of the rare bird hot lines across the country for your 

edification and dreaming. (Suggestion - you might want to keep this one a secret from any 

non-birding members of your household - comments made in this family by the unenlightened 

were definitely not complimentary!) Also on the sheet are numbers of local interest. 

And - finally - the information on the Monhegan and Connecticut Lake trips. 

Not enclosed, but available at the meetings or by calling me at 549-1098 are lists of club 

members with addresses and phone numbers and an updated list of books in the Library. 

HELP 

At our most recent Board meeting we discussed the future of the organization and agreed 

that if it is to continue to grow in quality we are going to require increased funds. Our 

income from membership dues adequately covers current expenses (the Voice, mailings and 

speakers), but no money is left over. We have been lucky having many excellent speakers 

donate their time to help a young club, but it would not be right to expect this to 

continue. And we would like to have enough money in reserve to bring in speakers from 

outside our immediate area. We would also like to say thankyou to the Hitchcock Center 

for its support and use of facilities by donating something from its "wish list". Of 

course donations from friends are always welcome but we feel that the need to have some 

sort of a fund raiser should be addressed. We see it as something low key where hopefully 

many people would be involved thereby lessening the work per person. Please call with 

your suggestions of ways to raise money andior your willingness to help. Call Jan Ortiz 

at 549-1768. 

Finally - we are thinking it might be fun as well as useful to have a Hampshire Bird Club 

logo. What says The Hampshire Bird Club to you? Should it be a drawing of a specific 

bird? a suggestion of a generic bird? a picture of binoculars? a cross-eyed birder? I 

know there are some bird watching artists out there and I suspect there may be some closet 

bird sketchers as well. Try your hand at it - see what you can come up with. Get in 

touch with someone on the Board with your ideas. 

That's it folks! You have arrived at the end of the Newsletter. Congratulations! Sorry 

about the length - long cold days and nights make me wordy, and since it's MY word 

processor, no one dares to make "shortening" suggestions. 1 promise to try to "condense" 

myself in the future. 

Sincerely, 

Sally Venmen, Secretary 


