
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
DECEMBER 1, 1987 

Dear Friends - 

Let me be among the first to offer you holiday greetings along with 
the local merchants and your television set. Only nineteen (19) 
preparation days left before the gala 1987 Christmas Count. Don't let 
the event sneak up on you this year. Start training your body Q.V.N
to face the rigors of the winter owl search; the numbness of the 
trudge through open fields at dawn listening for "chips' from birds 
much too smart to be wasting energy on bi-peds with binocular eyes in 
20 degree weathe , and of course the real intellectual challange of 
accurate tabulation of thousands of starlings coming in for evening 
roost. If Christmas Count is not your idea of gangs of fun, then read 
on - the HBC offers many other interesting programs and events for us 
all to enjoy this winter and into spring. Here are some: 

Saturday, Dec. 5 - Day trip to the coast. Stops will include 
Cape Anne, Salisbury Beach, Newburyport Harbor and Plum Island. 
Bring lunch and warm clothes. Meet at the Hitchcock Center at 6:00 
a.m. Please call the leader Bob Bieda (527-2623) if you want to go. 
Monday, Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m. at the Center (monthly meeting): 
Member's Holiday Party. Please bring up to ten of your slides to 
show (any subject depicting nature and a goodie (snack or dessert) 
to share. Following the meeting we will be making plans for the 
annual Christmas Bird Count on - 
Sunday, Dec. 20. Regardless of what was written above, this can 
be a very rewarding and enjoyable event. You don't have to be an 
expert and you don't have to bird all day (you can participate by 
counting birds at your feeder). Our area includes parts of Amherst, 
Sunderland, Hadley and South Hadley. The count is done nationally, 
information being compiled by the National Audubon Society. 
Following the count there will be a potluck supper at Arcadia at 
6:00 p.m. when the day's count of the whole area will be compiled. 
If you want to participate or want more information and can't make 
the meeting, please call Scott (253-7486) or leave a message on the 
Voice (256-1836). 

Friday, Jan. 1, 1988: A Western Massachusetts BIRD BLITZ (a 
field trip brought to you by your Bird Club) to start the year 
right. We'll meet at the Hitchcock Center at 7:00 a.m. and go where 
the birds are. Scott Surner will lead and would like you to call 
him at 253-7486 if you are interested. 
Saturday, Jan. 2 : A field trip to the North Shore leaving the 
Center at 5:00 a.m. led by Jim Marcum. Please call Jim at 549-1613 
if you wish to go. 
Monday, Jan. 11, 7:30 at the Center (monthly meeting): "Starting 
Bluebird Trails" presented by Eleanor Ellis and Olypia LeBeau. 
Saturday, Jan. 23: Field trip to the Moran Wildlife Refuge in 
Windsor, Mass. More about this later. 

Saturday, Feb. 6: Field trip to the South Shore - more later. 
Monday, Feb 8, 7:30 at the Center (monthly meeting): Christopher 
Leahy on "Birds of Antartica". 

Monday, March 14, 7:30 at the Center (monthly meeting): Mark 
Lynch and Sheila Carrol on "Birds of England and Scotland". 



Monday, April 11, 7:30 at the Center (monthly meeting): "Herons 
in Western Massachusetts" with Carlyn Boardman. 

Monday, May 9: 

Monday, June 13, 6:00 p.m. at the Center; An added monthly 
meeting for your birding pleasure - where else will you find 10 
meetings for the price of 9? This will be a Cookout and Spring 
Recap Party! - More later! 

There will be reminders sent which will also include additional field 
trips. CHECK THE HBC VOICE (253-2218) REGULARLY FOR UP TO DATE 
INFORMATION. 

There is to be a winter birding class taught by Jan Ortiz through the 
Hitchcock Center. It is an 8 week course entitled the "Basics of 
Birding" and will emphasize longer and slower paced looks at resident 
species and winter visitors. Classroom instruction will be combined 
with field work. Discussion will include bird identification and 
behavior, habitats, range of familier favorites, etc. The class will 
meet from 7:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Center. Class dates are 
January 16, 23 and 30; February 6, 20 and 27; and March 5 and 12. Call 
the Center (256-6006) for information, cost and registration. 

The Board has been working on by-laws for the HBC since early fall. We 
have prepared a rough draft which will be available for you to look 
over at the December meeting. We welcome your comments. We hope to 
present the finished form at the January meeting and vote on it at th 
February meeting. 

The new Bird Alert is out and ready for the arrival of that truly 
magnificent Western Massachusetts first, preferably at a feeder just 
outside a warm, welcoming living room. I gladly volunteer mine. 

The HBC is working on a service project with the Hitchcock Center. We 
are offering a program where we will install bird feeders and give 
slide presentations on feeder birds for the enjoyment and information 
of the residents of local nursing and convalescent homes. Jan Ortiz is 
chairing the project. 

A reminder that the HBC has a library of bird books including many 
area field guides (Lane's guides to Florida, Arizona, etc.) that are 
yours for the borrowing simply by asking. I have tHe master list of 
who has the book. Give me a call (549-1098). If you have books 
yourself that you would be willing to share, let me know and I'll put 
them on the list - you can keep them yourself or I'll keep them with 
others I have. 

Guess that about does it for this time. I hope you will be able to 
join us at the December meeting. If not - Seasons Greetings one and 
all! 

Sincerely, 

Sally Venman, Secretary 



HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
FEEDER CHECKLIST 

The enclosed check list is being distributed to all the members of the HBC to encourage more 
active and intensive observation of birds at feeders. We hope that you will find the list 
worthwhile and will put it to use beginning January 1, 1988. If many club members begin to 
actively make the observations necessary to record the information on this sheet, a number of 
things should happen. 

1. Information, to a degree not currently available, on the comings and goings of winter 
birds in the area will begin to accumulate. 

2. More intense observation will likely result in more frequent observations of rare birds. 
(Please let Scott, or one of the other club officers, know if you see a varied thrush, 
dickcissel, golden-crowned sparrow, or any other bird that appears to be out of its normal 
range.) 

3. You will become more observant and the skills you develop while watching feeder birds 
from your window will be useful in the field. 

4. You will have more fun watching your feeders! 

Item number four is the most important of the above since the major purpose of the HBC is to help 
the members enjoy birds and birding A number of club members are already using some type of a 
list such as this (Allen Richards has been doing it for years) and can vouch for the enjoyment to be 
gained. 

Please note that the checklist enclosed should be used as a master copy. Do not write on it. Have 
your local copy shop make as many copies as you want or need. You should have one page for each 
month during which your feeders will be in operation. If you lose, spindle, or mutilate your master 
copy, another can be obtained from the NBC. 

The checklist contains the names of 29 species of birds that are most likely to be seen at feeders 
in this area. You may have a species regularly visiting your feeder that is not on this list. Don't 
dispair. There is space for five write-ins. (But don't forget to call about the rare ones!) 

Use of the Checklist: Simply place a check mark to the right of the bird's name below the date 
of the month on which the observation is made. If you wish, other information may also be 
recorded. You may want to record notes about the weather - for example, inches of snowfall. Just 
make a note in the top or bottom margin opposite the day of the month. Or, you may wish to record 
numbers of birds observed - especially if a large number of a species or more individuals than 
usual appear, or if you have the high count of the JCGJVI i. Simple insert a number instead of, or 
beside, the check mark. Use your imagination to expand in any other way. 

Happy birding, and best wishes for the New Year ! ! I 



HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB, INC. 
FEEDER CHECKLIST 

The enclosed check list is being distributed to all the members of the HBC 
to encourage more active and intensive observation of birds at feeders. We 
hope that you will find the list worthwhile and will put it to use. If many 
club members begin to actively make the observations necessary to record 
the information on this sheet, a number of things should happen. 

1. More intense observation will likely result in more frequent observations 
of rare birds. (Please let one of the club officers know if you see a varied 
thrush, dickcissel, golden-crowned sparrow, or any other bird that appears 
to be out of its normal range.) 

2. You will become more observant and the skills you develop while 
watching feeder birds from your window will be useful in the field. 

3. You will have more fun watching your feeders! 

4. Information to a degree not currently available, on the comings and 
goings of winter birds in the area, will begin to accumulate. 

Item number three is the most important of the above since the major 
purpose of the HBC is to help the members enjoy birds and birding. A 
number of club members are already using a list such as this and can vouch 
for the enjoyment to be gained. 

Please note that the checklist enclosed should be used as a master copy. Do 
not write on it. Have your local copy shop make as many copies as you 
desire. You should have one page for each month during which your feeders 
will be in operation. If you lose, spindle, or mutilate your master copy, 
another can be obtained from the club secretary. 

The checklist contains the names of 29 species of birds that are most likely 
to be seen at feeders in this area. You may have one or more species 
regularly visiting your feeder that are not on this list. Don't despair. There 
is space for five write-ins. (But don't forget to call about the rare ones!) 

Use of the checklist: Simply place a check mark to the right of the bird's 
name below the date of the month on which the observation is made. If you 
wish, other information may be recorded also. You might want to record 
notes about the weather--for example, inches of snowfall (Just make a note 
in the top or bottom margin opposite the day of the month.) or you may wish 
to record numbers of birds observed—especially if a large number of a 
species or more individuals than usual appear, or if you have the high count 
of the season. Simply insert a number instead of, or in addition to, the 
check mark. Use your imagination to expand in any other way. 

Happy birding ! ! ! 
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SPECIES DATE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

_ 

13 14 15 
I 

16 17 18 19 
7 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

Mourning Dove 

Downy Woodpecker 

Hairy Woodpecker 

Blue Jay 

Black-capped Chickadee 

Tufted Titmouse 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

Northern Mockingbird 

European Starling 

Northern Cardinal 

American Tree Sparrow i 
Chipping Sparrow 

Fox Sparrow 

Song Sparrow 

White-throated Sparrow __. 

co 
o 
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White-crowned Sparrow _ 
Dark-eyed Junco 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Grackle Common Grackle , 
Brown-headed Cowbird 

Purple Finch 

House Finch 

Common Redpoll — 
Pine Siskin 

—..—, 

American Goldfinch 

Evening Grosbeak 

House Sparrow , 
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