
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
August 11, 1987 

Dear Friend, 

Time to break into your day for a moment with a gentle reminder that even 
in the tranquillity of summer your diligent Bird Club organizers never 
sleep in their constant search for programs and projects to increase the 
knowledge and delight the soul of even the most jaded of birdwatchers. Once 
again we give you the privilege of being involved in this unique organi-
zation. In other words - it's renew your membership time. 

Information for potential members: the Hampshire Bird Club is open to 
anyone interested in birding regardless of experience. The Club meets 
monthly September through May at the Hitchcock Center. Meetings include 
guest speakers, slide presentations and sharing of birding experiences and 
sightings. The Club also sponsors many field trips during the year, 
participates in the annual Christmas Count, offers a rare bird alert, has 
up to date bird information available by telephone and in general passes on 

information of interest to people who enjoy watching birds. 

Last year's meetings saw presentations by Mark Lynch, (Birds of Eastern 

Australia), John Green (The Gannets of Bonaventure), Susan Smith (update on 
her work with the black-capped chickadee), Curt Griffin (Galapagos and 
Hawaiian Hawks), Nat Drake (Costa Rica) and George Flores (the Amazon 
region in Peru). Field trips included day trips to Plum Island, Quabbin, 
the Berkshire Lakes, Pine Plains, the South Shore, the Connecticut Shore 

rid weekend trips to Monhegan Island and the Connecticut Lakes. There were 
a couple of parties, the Christmas Count and opportunities to be involved 
in other activities of interest to birders. It was a busy year! 

UP-COMING MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, September 14, 6:00 p.m. PARTY! Come with your Big Bird 
Stories, your appetite and the following: (1) something to grill 
(barbecue, barbecuer, condiments, utensils, cups, plates, etc. will be 
provided), (2) a salad or dessert to share (pot-luck style), and (3) 
whatever you want to drink (the Club will provide a hot pot with instant 
coffees, teas, etc.). We'll get acquainted, talk about plans for the year, 
update the Rare Bird Alert and take memberships. 

Monday, October 19, 7:30 p.m.. Laurie MacIvor will present a program 
intitled "Recovery Program for Piping Plovers in Massachusetts" which stems 
from the cooperative effort of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
National Park Service and the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife. Laurie is a graduate student at the University. 

Monday, November 16, 7:30 p.m. Don Kroodsma, Professor in the Zoology 
Department at the University who teaches Orthnothology, returns to share 
his interests and skills. 

meetings are at the Hitchcock Center. If you wish to mark your 
alanders for the rest of the year, the remaining meetings will be held on 



the second Monday of each month through May. More specific infprma=1:n 
will be sent in later mailings. 

HITCHCOCK PROGRAMS OF INTEREST TO BIRDERS 

Please note the two enclosed fliers for information concerning the fall 
birding class led by Scott Surner and Jan Ortiz (Introductory class mee=s 
Wednesday, August 19) and the Nighthawk Picnic led by Scott (Thurs. 
August 27). Also through the Hitchcock (sorry I don't have a flier -.7.n 
this one) is the annual weekend trip to Cape May and Brigantine National 
Wildlife Refuge with by David Spector. That will be September 18 - 20 
and is certainly worth a call to the Center (256-6006) for more de=ails. 
Pre-registration is required for all three. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Enclosed is a membership form. Hopefully you will be overcome by an 
uncontrollable need to fill it out and return it with check in rapid 
fashion. The Club has three expenses: programs, upkeep on the "Voice", 
and the costs that go with bi-monthly mailings. Our only source of income 
is membership dues. We really appreciate your support in becoming a member 
and hope that if you are renewing your membership you might consider 
contributing at a higher level than before. In order to save money this 
will be the only mailing that will go to everyone on the general mailing 
list. From now on only members will receive Club news by mail. 

RARE BIRD ALERT 

If you are interested in continuing on the Rare Bird Alert telephone tree 
or if you want your name included, it is necessary that we be notified 
of this by the October 19th meeting. After that time the '86 - '87 
tree will not be used. This is a membership privilege and there is a place 
on the membership form to indicate your interest. 

AND . . . ET CETERA 

The Club has a library of Field Guides (North American and Foreign), area 
guides (such as Lane's Birder's Guide to Florida), and a pile of 
miscellaneous fare to amaze and amuse you. They are yours to borrow for 
the asking. I have the list of books available - give me a call. 

The Board which runs the Bird Club is open to anyone interested in 
volunteering a bit of time. The present officers are Scott Surner, 
President (253-7486); Jim Marcum, Vice-President (549-1613); Natalie Drake, 
Treasurer (549-4599); and Sally Venman, Secretary (549-1098). Please feel 
free to call us at any time if you have questions or comments. 

Sincerely, 

Sally Venman 
Secretary 



Hitchcock 
Center 
for the Environment 

FALL BIRDING COURSE! 

Fall birding is sometimes challenging, sometimes puzzling -- but always interesting! 

• 
Join us as we view shorebirds, warblers, sparrows, and waterfowl on their southward 
journey from nesting territories to wintering -grounds. 

The fall bird course will consist of ten sessions from August through November. 
In addition, there will be an introductory meeting to get acquainted and to review 
some of the birds we will be seeing on our first outing. 

The class will begin with a trip to Plum Island to see the dramatic flocking of 
tree swallows and the peak of shorebird migration. In between the local birding 
trips, including hawk watching from Mt. Holyoke, we will travel to the Quabbin 
Reservoir, the Berkshire Lakes and back to Plum Island as we experience fall migra-
tion from late summer into early winter. 

The class will be led by Hampshire Bird Club members Scott Surner and Jan Ortiz. 
It is designed in such a way that missing a session or two won't keep you from 
enjoying the rest. 

DATES: Introductory session Wednesday, August 19th, 7:30 p.m. 

Field trips: August 22, 29 
(Saturdays) September 5, 12, 19 

October 3, 10, 17 
November 7, 28 

Departure and 
return times 

will vary. 

PLACE: Introductory session at Hitchcock Center 

Field trips will carpool from Hitchcock Center 

FEES: Members $55 Non-Members $65 

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED BY CALLING THE HITCHCOCK CENTER AT 256-6006. 



HAM PSHRE NRD 
FALL FIELD TRIPS 

C _US 

The following trips have been planned for your enjoyment. We hope that you 
will participate and ask only that you call the leader ahead of time to let him 
know that you plan to go. This is important in that it allows for some flexibility 
and opportunity for a change of plans if that becomes desirable. For example, 
should a rare bird be in the area, it may be necessary to announce a change in 
departure time in order to include an attempt to see the bird in the day's 
itinerary. 

OCTOBER 17, 1987 LOCAL HAWK WATCH 

Half day trip to observe some of the raptor species which generally 
migrate later in the season. Example: red-shouldered hawk. Be sure 
to bring plenty of warm clothing. 

Departure time: 8:00 a.m. 
Place to meet: Hitchcock Center 
Leader: David Spector. Call 545-0068 (work) or 253-5873 (home) if 
you wish to go. 

NOVEMBER 14, 1987 BERKSHIRE LAKES 

All-day trip to Berkshire County. Visit Cheshire Reservoir, 
Pontoosuc Lake, Onota Lake, Richmond Pond, etc. to view migrating 
waterfowl. Bring your lunch. 

Departure time: 6:00 am 
Place to meet: Hitchcock Center 
Leader: Allan Richards. Call 665-2761 if you plan to go. 

DECEMBER 5, 1987 NORTH SHORE 

Day trip to the coast. Stops will include Cape Anne, Salisbury Beach, 
Newburyport Harbor and Plum Island. Bring your lunch and remember 
that the wind off the ocean can be frigid this time of the year. 

Departure time: 6:00 a.m. 
Place to meet: Hitchcock Center 
Leader: Bob Bieda. Call 527-2623 if you want to go. 



HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
1987 & 1988 PROGRAMS 

SEPTEMBER 14. PARTY/COOKOUT 6:00pm 

OCTOBER 19. RECOVERY PROGRAM FOR PIPING PLOVERS IN MASSACHUSETTS. 
LAURIE MACIVOR 7:30pm $50.00 

NOVEMBER 16. BIRD SOUNDS ? DON KROODSMA 7:30pm. 253-5519 

DECEMBER 14. XMAS PARTY. 10 FAVORITE BIRD SLIDES. PLAN FOR XMAS COUNT. 
7:30pm 

1988 PROGRAMS 

JANUARY 11. STARTING BLUEBIRD TRAIL. ELEANOR ELLIS & OLYPIA LeBEAU. 
7:30pm. $50.00 ELEANOR (802) 263-5488 

FEBRUARY 8. BIRDS OF ANTARTICA/ CHRISTOPHER LEAHY. 150.00 PLUS.7:30pm 
MASSACHUSETTS AUDUBON SOCIETY-(617) 259-9500. 

MARCH 14. BIRDS OF ENGLAND & SCOTLAND. MARK LYNCH & SHEILA CARROL. 
7:30pm $50.00 (617) 799-9343 

APRIL 11. HERONS IN WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS. CARLYN BOARDMAN 863-8181 
7:30pm $50.00 

MAY 

JUNE 

9. 

13. COOKOUT & SPRING RECAP. 6:00pm. 



Q 

"I Am A New Member" 
I see you at the meetings 

But you never say "Hello," 
You're busy all the time you're there 

With the ones you already know. 
I sit among all the people 

I'm only lonesome, not shy. 
I want to be your friend, you see 
But you old members just pass me by. 

You have all invited me in 
And you talk of good fellowship. 

You need only step across the room . 
But never bothered to make the trip. 

Why can't you nod and say "Hello" 
Or stop and shake my hand. 

Then go and sit with your friends, 
That's something I'd understand. 

I'll be at your next meeting 
This message I want to send. 
Please introduce yourself to me 
I really want to be your friend. 

Published at the request of a new member. 

taken from SaLU Newsletter 10/87 
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