
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
November 28, 1986 

Dear Friends - 

I have a new toy. It's a bird feeder with one way glass that fits In 

a window, inside the room. The birds can feast without being aware 

that I am watching their every move, just a few inches away. This is a 

mixed blessing. I have it set next to my desk and all I want to do is 

watch the birds. There hasn't been a bill paid since the feeder was 

installed. It is by sheer agonizing discipline that this letter is 

being written at all. Hy cats are on the verge of nervous breakdowns; 

my husband is claiming desertion; and I suspect that Christmas might 

not happen at the Venmans' this year. In answer to this problem 

however, I say that I have to keep close watch so that when that rare 

bird arrives (and arrive it will) I'll be there to alert you - I know 

you are depending on my vigilance! 

OLD NEWS 

We have had two very good speakers and a party thus far this year. 

Nark Lynch took us to Australia, and John Green to Bonaventure and 

"places along the way". We had field trips to Plum Island, Quabbin, 

and the Berkshire Lakes. The new Rare Bird Alert telephone tree is 

out and ready to be used. I am getting materials together for members 

including a membership list, board members' names, telephone numbers 

of interest to birders and an updated list of book titles in the Bird 

Club librtiry. 

NEW NEWS 

Monday, December 8, 7:30 p.m., Hitchcock Center - Members' holiday 

party - Please brine, up to ten of your slides to show (any subject 

depicting nature) and a goodie (snack or dessert) to share. Following 

the meeting we will be making plans for the annual Christmas Bird 

Count to be held Sunday, December 21. We hope to involve many 

people. You can go out all day, a portion of the day or even 

participate by counting birds at your feeder. Our area includes parts 

of Amherst, Sunderland, Hadley and South Hadley. The count is done 

nationally, information being compiled by the National Audubon 

Society. It is not only fun to participate but is important 

information gathering at the same time. There will be a potluck supper 

at Arcadia at 6:00 p.m. followed by compilation of the day's count of 

the whole area at 7:00. If you want to participate and can't make the 

meeting, please call Scott (665-3463) or leave a message on the Voice 

(256-1836). 

Thursday, January 1, 1987: A Western Massachusetts BIRD BLITZ (a 

field trip brought to you by your Bird Club) to start the year right. 

We'll meet at the Hitchcock Center at 7:00 a.m. and go where the birds 

are. Scott Surner will lead and would like you to call him at 

665-3463 if you are interested. 



Saturday, January 10: An Eastern Massachusetts field trip to Plum 

Island and Cape Ann led by Jim Marcum will leave from the Center at 

5:00 a.m. It's an all day trip so bring lunch and very warm 

clothes. 

Monday, January 12, 7:30, Hitchcock Center - the regular monthly 

meeting will be a slide presentation and talk by Frank Mantlik 

entitled "A Year in the life of a Birder". 

FUTURE NEWS 

(more details later) 

Monday, February 9  - Regular meeting featuring Susan Smith from 

the Department of Biological Science at Mount Holyoke College. 

Monday, March 9  - Regular meeting with Curtice Griffin, Department 

of Forestry and Wildlife Management, UMass, speaking on the 

Galapagos. 

Monday, April 13 - Regular meeting with Nat Drake showing slides 

taken on her recent trip to Costa Rica. 

Monday, May 11 - Regular meeting with Paul Beaver featuring South 

American birds. 

Also, in the works - our annual Monhegan trip Memorial Day weekend, a 

repeat of last year's weekend trip to the Connecticut Lakes in New 

Eampahire on the last weekend in June, and who knows what else? 

HITCHCOCK PROGRAM 

(small fee, call 256-6066 for more information) 

Wednesday, December 10, 7:30 p.m., "Winter Bird Feeding Workshop". 

Saturday, January 17, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., "Quabbin Eagles and 

Ecology" - pre-registration required. 

Also be sure to check the Bird Voice (253-2216) regularly for 

unscheduled field trips and other events of interest to birders. 

Hope to see you on December 8th and at the Christmas Countt 

Sally Venman, Secretary 


