
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 

February 3, 1986 

Dear Friends - 

Just in case this letter is forwarded to you and you are reading it on the 

beach in the Bahamas or some equally fine birding "hot spot" I should tell 

you that you are missing some fantastic winter birding here in Western 

Massachusetts. My definition of "fantastic": I have discovered I can see 

plenty from my car window and my back yard offers wonderful opportunities 

to do "in-depth study" of the starling, deepening my understanding of this 

much maligned bird. By the next letter the spring migration will be 

underway and we'll be standing in swamps in 350 rainy weather juggling 

binoculars, scopes, thermoses and Dristan, loving every minute of it. Ail! 

The Joys of Birdingi 

MEETINGS 

To keep you interested until spring there are two excellent programs 

planned for the warmth of the indoors and two field trips for the more 

hardy souls. This Monday, February 10th we are pleased to have 

James Cardoza who will present a program describing the "Turkey 

Restoration Project in Massachusetts". Then on Monday, March 10th, 

Bob Humphrey will be speaking on "A Monomoy Wilderness" drawing on his 

,experiences working at the Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge. Both programs 

are at the Hitchcock at 7:30. The last two meetings for the year will be 
on April 14 and May 12 - more about them in the next mailing. 

FIELD TRIPS 

The February field trip will be on February 15, Quabbin Reservoir, led 

by Scott. We'll be meeting at the Winaor Dam at 7:30. It will be a half 
day trip. Please call Scott at 665-3463 evenings if you wish to go. On 

March 15 Scott will lead a trip to the South Shore (Plymouth Area). 

Meet at the Hitchcock at 5:00 a.m. It will be all day (bring lunch). Call 

Scott at 665-3463 evenings if you wish to go. 

HITCHCOCK PROGRAMS OF INTEREST TO BIRDERS 

February 6  - Tom Amy on "Birding in Namibia and Botswana". This 

is one of the Thursday evening Slide Shows at the Center at 7:30. There is 

a modest admission. 

February 15 - Guabbin Eagles and Ecology, a trip from Hitchcock 
(9:00 - 2:00). There is a small fee and registration is required. Call 

the Center (256-6006). 

There will be a bird course offered again this spring, details of which are 

not finalized at this point. Call the Center for more information. 
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COMING UP 

April 12 (?) - FIELD TRIP TO PLUM ISLAND 
May 23-26 - FIELD TRIP TO MONHEGAN ISLAND in Maine (the 3rd trip 
for the club). There is still room for five more people. It is great 
birding on a beautiful, interesting island and wonderful fun. The 
approximate coat is S150.00 which includes 3 nights' sleeping 
accommodations, meals, ferry to and from the Island and the boat trip to 
see the Puffins. For more information call Scott evenings at 665-3463. We 
need to know how many are going by the meeting on Feb. 10th, so either 
contact one of us or return the enclosed form to Scott. 

We brainstormed many field trip possibilities at a recent Board meeting and 
came LID with a number of ideas we would like your reaction to. I have put 
then together in a form and am enclosing them with this letter. Please take 
a moment to mark the form, making comments if you wish. Either bring it to 
the Feb. 10th meeting or send it to me at 43 Ridgecrest Rd., Amhert, MA 
01002. 

Also in this mailing you will find the "Dead Bird Sheet". You can thank 
Dave Spector for this and before making unkind comments and throwing it 
in the nearest receptacle, please read it and see how you can help budding 
ornithologists increase their knowledge! 

See you on the 10th - 

Sincerely, 

Jag,. 
Sally Venman, 
Secretary 



MONHEGAN REGISTRATION FORM 

Date: May 23-26, 1986: Approximate cost - $150.00 (covers everythin9 but. 
tvansportation to the ferry - we'll car pool) 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

Send to Scott Surner, 13 Elm Circle, South Deerfield, MA 01373 

Questions? Call Scott evenings at 665-3463. 



Does anybody have a use for this dead bird? 

Yes! Dead birds are used in scientific collections for research and teaching 
purposes. Birds are often prepared as study skins from which most of the 
s,keleton and internal organs have been removed. These skins provide a 
permanent record of the plumage of the bird and can be used to study molt 
and geographic variation. Some birds are pickled in alcohol. These spirit 
specimens are used to study the muscles and internal organs. Some birds 
are prepared as skeletons, which allows the bones of different species to 
be compared. Specimens of any sort document the occurrence of a species in a 
given location at a particular time and serve as permanent records of 
migration dates and unusual occurrences. 

How should I save the dead bird?

The best way to preserve a dead bird until its final preparation as a specimen 
is to put it in a well closed plastic bag and freeze it. 

What documentation is important? 

Four items should be written down as soon as the bird is collected and the 
piece of paper with this intormation should be put in the bag with the bird 
before it is frozen: 
The date (day, month, and year) the bird was found (writing out the name 
of the month in full can help prevent confusion); 
The location (at least town and state) the bird was found; 
The collector, the person who found the bird and recorded the data; and 
The circumstances of collection, how the bird came to be collected--
do not draw conclusions--it is better to write* -dead on road" or "tound under 
window" than "hit by car" or "hit window," unless you know the latter 
to be true. 
Any other intormation that seems important can be included. 

Can I keep this bird? 

No! it is illegal to keep dead or live birds, or parts thereof, without 
appropriate federal and state permits. 

Can I help pi shooting birds for scientific collections? 

No! It is illegal to kill birds without federal and state collecting permits. 
[Domestic species, Rock Doves (Pigeons), Starlings, House Sparrows, and 
game birds in season are exceptions to the above mentioned laws.1 

Who in this area can use this bird? 

The University ot Massachusetts Museum of Zo8logy maintains research and 
teaching collections of birds and welcomes additions to these collections. 
The Museum of Zodlogy holds federal and state salvage permits which allows 
it to keep birds found dead. 

Specimens can be brought to room 321 or room 347 Morrill Science Center at 
the University in Amherst (across North Pleasant Street from the campus pond). 
For more intormation call (413) 545-04)7 or 545-0068. 


