
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 

August 20, 1986 

Dear Friend, 

It happened again! I woke up this morning and discovered that it is THE MIDDLE 
OF AUGUST! No one warned me, no one even suggested to me that summer days were 
in fact nearing an end. The shock of this realization was quickly followed by 
the booming voice of reality (sounded amazingly like Scott) saying "Write the 
Bird Club letter!" So I guess I'll put aside my bathing suit, trash novel and 
wine cooler (for the moment) and get on with it - 

Last year was a good one. Programs presented by Seth Kellogg, Tom Tyning, Scott 
Surner, James Cardoza, Bob Humphrey, Ed Olchowski and Tom Amy were illuminating 
and entertaining. There were a couple parties thrown in and always good food 
and friendship at each meeting. 

Field trips included planned day trips to Plum Island, Quabbin, the South Shore, 
and a Stellwagen Bank pelagic birding trip with the Allen Bird Club. Trips to 
Greenfield for the European Goldfinch and Concord for the Fieldfare were 
announced on the Voice (rarities seldom give advance notice heralding their 
arrival). There were two weekend trips as well - one to Monhegan Island and one 
to the Connecticut Lakes in New Hampshire. 

1986)1987 - THE WAY IT'S GOING TO BE 
(at least for now) 

Monday, September 15, 6:00 p.m. PARTY! Come with your Big Bird Stories, 
your appetite and the following: (1) something to grill (barbecue, barbecuer, 
condiments, utensils, cups, plates, etc. will be provided), (2) a salad or 
dessert to share (pot-luck style), and (3) whatever you want to drink (the Club 
will provide a hot pot with instant coffees, teas, etc.). We'll get acquainted, 
talk about plans for the year, update the Rare Bird Alert, and take memberships. 

Monday. October 20, 7:30. Mark Lynch, an experienced birder from the 
Worcester area, will present a program on "Birds of Eastern Australia". 

Monday, November 17, 7:30. John Green, well known local interpretive 
naturalist will present his program on The Gannets of Bonaventure. 

All meetings are at the Hitchcock Center. If you wish to mark your calanders 
for the rest of the year, the remaining meetings will be held on the second 
Monday of each month through May. More specific information will be sent in 
later mailings. 

HITCHCOCK PROGRAMS OF INTEREST TO BIRDERS 

Thursday, September 11, 7:30 - Tom Ricardi on "Birds of Prey". 

Saturday, September 13 - Hawk Watch field trip (registration necessary). 

September 19 - 21 - Cape May weekend (must register - see insert). 

Hitchcock asks a modest fee for its programs. Call the Center (256-6066) for 
information or to register. 



MEMBERSHIP 

Enclosed is a membership form. We hope that you will be overcome by an 
uncontrollable urge to fill it out and return it with a check in rapid fashion. 
The Club has three expenses: programs, upkeep on the "Voice" (we're the only 
bird club in the State with its own voice) and the costs that go with bi-monthly 
mailings. Our only source of income is membership dues. At this point we are in 
the black, but lust so. We really appreciate your support in becoming a member 
and hope that if you are renewing your membership you might consider con-
tributing at a higher level than before. In order to save, this will be the 
only mailing that will go to everyone on the general mailing list. From now on 
only members will receive Club news by mail. Membership runs from September 
through August. Sometime this fall I will get a membership list together with 
names and telephone numbers. A new Rare Bird Alert telephone tree will also be 
formed. Both will be sent to the appropriate people. 

RARE BIRD ALERT 
(a membership privilege) 

If you are interested in continuing on the Rare Bird Alert telephone tree or if 
you want your name included, it is necessary that we be notified of this 
by the October 20th meeting. After that time the '85- - 86 tree will not be 
used. There is a place on the membership form to indicate your interest. 

AND . . . ET CETERA 

Hampshire Bird Club Board Members: 
Scott Surner (665-3463) - President 
Jim Marcum (549-1613) - Vice-President 
Sally Venman (549-1098) - Secretary 
Natalie Drake (549-4599) - Treasurer 
Tom Amy (548-9520) 
Jan Ortiz (549-1768) 
Marny Price (253-5016) 
Marge Tauer (584-8257) 
Jan Tolhurst (256-8832) 
Jeff Zeyr (323-4931) 

Please call any of us if you have questions or comments. We are looking for 
people interested in leading field trips. If you are interested in helping or 
know someone who might be, please let us know. 

Promising shorter letters in the future and really hoping to see you on 
September 15th - 

Sincerely, 

Sally Venman 

Secretary 



Dear Pelagic Birder, 
The time has finally arrived for our first ever 

Hampshire & Allen bird club Pelagic trip. As indicated in the previous 
announcement, we set sail this coming Saturday August 23rd at 8:00 am. Our 
ship is the "Gusty Gale II". The Gusty Gale II is a party fishing boat 
chartered by the Hampshire & Allen bird clubs. Its length is 55 feet, Coast 
Guard approved, with restrooms and some outside seating. It also has an 
enclosed cabin. 

As stated before, we leave from the Harbor Mall,Lynn (see directions below) 
at 8:00 am sharp and should return, to port around 3 or 4:00 in the 
afternoon. In terms of clothing, I recommend rain gear for protection from 
the sea spray or rain, and warm clothes period. Weather out at sea can be 
drastically different from the mainland, even on a hot August day. Another 
must is a lunch. Food will not be available on this trip. Drinks on the 
other hand will be available, but I still recommend you bring your own. The 
last item on the li t is mr1=f. important. MOTION sTCKNFqR PRPVFNTION. We 
will have available before our departure, Ginger Capsules. Whether you use 
our Capsules or bring your own, just make sure you take something. "DON'T 
BE A HERO" 

Directions to Harbor Mall,Lynn. 

Take the Mass.Pike (rte.90) east to Boston. Once in Boston, take the 
Fitzgerald Expressway (North & South/rte.93) . Once on the expressway, look 
for signs that say Callahan Tunnel/Logan Airport. (Exit 24) Take that exit 
and go through the Callahan- Tunnel. Once through the tunnel, follow signs 
to Revere & Lynn.(rte.lA NORTH) From this point on you'll stay on Rte.lA 
NORTH. After about 15 minutes on rte. 1A North, you'll see a sign on the 
right that says "POINT OF PINES", go past the sign and proceed over the 
bridge. Once over the bridge, about 1.5 miles down on right, look for sign 
to HARBOR MALL. Take that right and drive down to dock. Parking may cost 

$1.00. If you have any questions before Saturday, please feel free to give 

me a ring in the evening. Look forward to seeing you on board!. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Surner 
(413)665-3463 


