
HAMPSHIFUE BIRD CLUB 

August 12, 1985 

Dear Friend, 

I know it's really not the end of summer as yet, but the fall bird 

migration has begun and I'm hoping to lure you into putting certain Mondays 

aside before the fall student migration begins and we all get a little crazy. 

We are starting into our second full year as an organization. Last year we 

had excellent monthly programs given by Don Kroodsma, Susan Smith, George 

Flores, Clif Read, Scott Surner and John Green, many field trips including 2 

long weekend trips to Monhegan Island, several trips to Plum Island (most of 

them cancelled because of snow), Monomoy Island (it took 2 tries for that one 

a hurricane dampened the first attempt), Cape Cod, the Berkshire Lakes, Moran 

Refuge and local hot spots. We formed a Rare Bird Telephone Tree and spread 

the word using the "Voice" (thanks to Tom Amy who donated the equipment). We 

laughed a lot, learned a lot, made new friends who share this particular mania 

and, in short, had a fine first year. 

1985/86 - THE WAY IT'S GOING TO BE (at least for now) 

The first meeting will be on Monday, September 9 at the Hitchcock Cen-

ter starting at 6:00 p.m. It's a "Get Acquainted Barbecue - Pot Luck Party." 

Please bring your own food to grill, enough salad or dessert to share and 

whatever you want to drink. The Club will provide the grills, condiments, ice, 

instant hot drinks, utensils, dishes, cups, etc. We'll have a short meeting 

after dinner to talk about plans for the year, update the Rare Bird Alert, hear 

suggestions, take memberships, etc. 

Monday, October 21 at 7:30 at the Hitchcock Center will be our second 

regular meeting. Seth Kellogg will give a slide presentation on hawks. 

On Monday, November 18 at 7:30 at the Hitchcock Center Tom Tyning will 

give his slide presentation on "Birding Brigantine." 

December 9 will be Member's Night when members share up to 10 of their 

favorite slides, we talk about the Christmas Count, and we share goodies (also 

brought by members). 

January 13 will be Scott Surner's presentation on Monhegan Island. 

Information about programs, field trips and other events later in the year 

will be sent to members only in what we hope will be bi-monthly newsletters. 

(over please) 

_ 



MEMBERSHIP 

Speaking of members, enclosed is a membership form. We hope you will be 

filled with an uncontrollable urge to fill it out and return it with a check in 

rapid fashion. As you will see on the form, the "Bird News of Western Massachu-

setts" is going to be offered again (word was last spring that because of cost 

it could no longer be published) but will be offered as an option at an extra 

$3.50 for the year (4 issues). The magazine contains binding articles, and 

lists sightings, and meeting dates of Clubs, etc., from all over Western 

Massachusetts. 

The Club has three expenses: programs, upkeep on the "Voice" (we're the 

only bird club in the State with its own voice), and the costs that go with 

bi-monthly mailings. At present our only source of income is membership dues. 

We appreciate your becoming a member and hope you might consider contributing at 

a level above individual ($7.00) or family ($12.00). In order to save, this will 

be the only mailing that will go to everyone on the general mailing list. From 

now on only members will receive Club news by mail. Membership runs from 

September - August. Sometime this fall I will get a membership list together 

with names and telephone numbers. A new Rare Bird Alert telephone tree will also 

be formed. Both will be sent to the appropriate people. 

AND - 

Also enclosed in this mailing is a card giving general information about 

the Club, numbers that should be of interest to birders and a list of officers 

should you wish to contact one of us. 

That should about do it for now (I promise shorter letters in the future). 

I certainly hope to see you on September 9th if not before. If you have any 

questions, comments or names of people who should know about the Club please 

give Scott Surner (256-1836) or me a call. 

Sincerely, 

,ectOJZ 

Sally Venman 

Secretary 

(549-1098) 



HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP 

Date: 

MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATIONS (Check one): 

____ Individual (07.00) 

___ Individual with subscription* (010.50) 

___ Family ($12.00) 

__ Family with subscription* (015.50) 

__ Supporting - subscription included ($25.00 or more) 

* A subscription to "Bird News of Western Massachusetts" (4 issues 
per year) is offered at the additional cost of 03.50. 

Please make checks payable to the Hampshire Bird Club and send to 

Natalie Drake, 11 Allen Street, Amherst MA 01002 along with this 

membership form. 

Name: 

Address: 

(ZIP) 

Phone: 

Do you wish to be on the BIRD 

ALERT TELEPHONE TREE? Yes No 

If Yes: 

Phone: Home Work 

If you would like to participate more actively here are some areas. 

Please check those you would be interested in. 

Planning and Administration 

Presenting Program 

Leading Field Trips 

Other - Please explain 


