
Hsmpsaibir Bird Club 
August 29, 1984 

,r Friend, 

It doesn't seem possible that nighthawks and shorebirds and sparrows and kettles of 

broadwings, to say nothing of those pesky, impossible warblers that Scott says are so easy 
to identify are again here or coming soon. But---they are and I hope I am getting to you 
early enough so you can put some of the REALLY important dates on your calendar before 
things like work and school get in the way. 

This is by way of enticing you to join us this fall in what looks like some wonderful 

birding. We have had many requests for field trips and Scott has really responded. To name 
a few - Plum Island (Sept. 8), local warblers and migrating hawks (Sept. 15), Monhegan Is-
land Weekend in Oct., and Berkshire Lakes in November. The field trips are in addition to 
some really interesting monthly meetings. September will be a party (more below). In Octo-

ber, Don Kroodsma from the University will present a program on "Tuning into the Sounds of 

Birds." In November, Susan Smith from Mount Holyoke will present a program entitled "Flock 

Switching in Black-capped Chickadees." Monthly programs have been planned through May. 

The First meeting will be on Monday, September 10 at the Hitchcock Center starting at 

6:00 p.m. It's a Get Acquainted Barbecue - Pot Luck Party. Please bring your own food 
to grill, enough salad or dessert to share and whatever you want to drink. The club 
will provide the grills, condiments, ice, instant hot drinks, utensils, dishes, cups, etc. 

We'll have a short meeting after dinner to talk about plans for the year, explain the new 

Voice of the Hampshire Bird Club, hear suggestions, take memberships, etc. 

Speaking of memberships - anyone who has already paid dues (last spring or during the 

Amer) can consider themselves paid through next summer ('85). Members should find the 
.—arbook enclosed in this mailing (if you think you are a member and have not received 

he book, please give me a call). The Yearbook gives advance information about Club 
activities for the year, telephone numbers for the Voice of the Hampshire Bird Club, gen-

eral membership information and includes a list of members. Because of the cost of post-

age, mailings will have to be limited to members only from now on. 

Still speaking of memberships, the classifications are as follows: Individual, $7.00; 

Family, $12.00; Supporting, $25.00 or more. Membership is open to anyone interested in 

birding regardless of experience or knowledge. Members are entitled to a subscription to 

"Bird News of Western Massachusetts," a place on the Rare Bird Alert Telephone Tree, a 

copy of the Yearbook, regular notices of programs, and participaion in field trips 
and special events. Please consider -mining if you are not already a member. Being a 

new organization, we need the support of as many members as possible. 

We'll be making up a new Rare Bird Alert Telephone Tree as soon as we get our member-

ship list up to date. If you have had a change of telephone number or would like to be in-

cluded on the Tree, please call me as soon as possible. 

One more item. The first field trip of the year is an all day trip to Plum Is-

land on Saturday, Sept. 8. Peter Yaukey will be leading the group which will leave the 
Hitchcock Center at 5:00 a.m. Please give him a call (549-1183) if you plan on going. 

That just about does it for now. I certainly hope to see you on Sept. 10, if not 

before. If you have any questions or comments please give Scott Surner (253-5983) or me a 

U. 

Sally Venman, Sec'y. 
(549-1098) 


